
Comments and Documentation
Christopher Loreti for the Arlington

in Support of the Testimony of
Redevelopment Board Hearing on

Special Permit Docket #3633
(L500 Massachusetts Avenue)

Septemb er t4, Z0Z0

The comments below and the attached Town Meeting transcript indicate two significant
violations of the Arlington Zoning Bylaw as it pertains to ARB EDR Docket 3633, j_500
Massachusetts Avenue.

1. Apartment Buildings are Not Allowed in the 81 Zoning District

The Arlington Zoning bylaw defines "Apartment Building" as a multifamily building consisting of
four or more dwelling units. Clearly, the residential use of the proposed development meets
that definition. Apartment Buildings are not allowed in the 81 zoning district-as either
individual uses or as part of mixed-use developments.

The attached pages are excerpts from the certified transcript of Article 6 of the April25,201,6
AnnualTown Meeting, which amended Arlington's Zoning Bytaw to allow mixed-use
developments. These excerpts demonstrate that at least three times members of the Arlington
Redevelopment Board (Chair Andrew Bunnell and Michael cayer) testified that only uses
individually allowed in a zoning district could be permitted as part of a mixed-use development
in the same zoning district. Town Counsel Doug Heim and Inspectional Services Head Michael
Byrne were reported by the ARB to agree with this legal interpretation. Thus an apartment
building, which is not allowed in the 81 zoning district, cannot be permitted as part of a mixed-
use development in the 81 zoning district as proposed in Docket 3633. See statements in
brackets followed by an asterisk on pages 4g, 50, and 67.

2. The parking areas do not meet the setback requirements of the zoning bylaw.

The applicant states that the parking area setback is a mere 0.6 feet. The zoning bylaw requires
a setback of 10 feet. However, this amount can be reduced by the ARB to as little as 5 feet if it
includes a suitable fence or wall (section 5,3.7.4). The ARB has no authority to reduce this
setback to less than 5 feet.

I respectfully request that this documentation be entered into the public record for this docket
as part of this public hearing.

"*.=7-"*,Christopher Loreti

56 Adams St.

Arlington, MA



fl\ f*l * l'"; t ri r ib. II i'i"/ ! l-* I i'ri jl; I,*J f \ i,,*, i i \d,I.-l 
i",

,fl*t
:r :ir ' 

iMffir[w,ffi,S]ffijft, $Ww;fiffffi,ffi, A;taffigd-m urdl

,*#b- *aa$ffis,stu* ,,r,*s Avew.*e

m WL ,ffiRm u $s. s.*i*,a'd

#_
6q$ pffi,fugnue,

@gSdse, MA 02,119
(61:.7) i47'"_,5699,
tvryrmlchan_.caryr



i ,11;;

Arl'tngbon, Annu4l To-r+n Meebi,ng .p:ag.e 4]

L

4
!;

,{t

I

I
,9

1,0

1t

ti
tsi

,,ti4

i;IJ

1,S

\7,

IE

1,9

ag

4Llt!t

,w
.4ia.
&J

'24,

2,5

'r1' :'\ti ,, ::il

T' l'tlfe en hoTflb,aiid $ Era.€€i, cro,6e. b:o thir,ee ,broehs, f."o tr,ong

bloel<s farom ltla,.s.s, Avb,. r,11 be vo.Ling against Ehis, r
heti9,54410 'siiSp, .E:r d, ,lli.Ibg ,s$. eir&v a fF.,ru, -th,tngiis; r bh-dtn'k .i,L,,F

ead'fnrt .tfia'E" w.e.irr] s;gs$h.bed'rrrtttr* a".rl. Qr,rg.s.e qh-p,ng,.gg ei.b orle
;alF'E jiel:e., '$6tfi .[ ,rrr.o;rf]d, 'rffis-e fie*i, ,sQrrr,F r w.ourd vo.t.e aga{ns:E..
r' .e"siEended' at Le*g:u .er,rs s,'f. Nhe me1et1ngs: abogh L.nr:1s.n

ra'p.pifa. T*ie{Be,Iilr ,* week A:gUd, a ha--l,f ,or C,wo. wee.ks &go; I find
a:m o.uf,e"dt'f€,$..q, s.s ,t';o a'b;E:bbb," a'nd it,e too rnurt.ifacefied for
rne to sw;Ftil6.rw o,gls, \rofi,e. *mo tharb,i tgr pai:t of the r:eas<rrr, w,hlr

r wclriild. vbbe Hb:. tr wou,}d, recornnxe:nd ,tilai AR,E po,s,tpone. bhe

Vb:te gsr ,,:.lirui Fprep,l.*e An'ob.hei# fio.,,fiFr, a,B ,L.easrf So: g:lve us t,i:rne

tioi ma*nfi to: vo't'e vdG i But sb ,ii.,B as,, ,t@anrghib u weuldi \r:o.te:

rno r

vJhst is the nedsffip fo.,11s.:ilnesrg at$t$iiiet,?
'$ Qtr'b',s, a panqgre,p.h ft ; tth,$, ruhd.a$,rili-ou,L a :ne,..ig,lib,o:Eho,o.d.

bu'Ai'ne,s,s d stede,t,;, AA<ii fi,r nr wo.ndeid;ilng : i I read i:b bu.1 - -
I{R, rfr$,H]il l,i',E0.llTfr:r ,Ms., ffiatnearif Or l4r. Bunrre,l]_

( ln dt,gc,em,l,rtb,[ b-)r

M:R. A Rnw gtlNNgf,ifl: 'Thd f,,ea,buxie o.f ,the

ne*,,$, ,ii d.istficb., hia$$'ness.dj-sbrisie

MR. d,o.Hlll .AUONEI lnxt:bl:ed.gce vp rse,lf; -

.M&,' 
,A6tDIt$,W, :$i$lp.q,i$ fit:, , g,unnetl, ,chdiri ro.f the

.Rede,rfe*o$$Bnb Boari&; I;f: ffis $.O',uild ,b$,i g. o,ra.:b .m, S,l,$dee

aEatn; I' :q,a1*16 F_g$nb .out ,l,ri,tie.:re. that [,s or] t,he map.

{,Endtslq,e-Egni te) , {"u-', s, a .litt,Le rlrar.e}ear on the m6p.;, ..b-ut thg
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E]jtbfi 'ane Ur.ed$r$i&,Ef,t.*1$,ilr l*i"tatl hrrg.*nae,s,$:ps r dd..9'.l&f;i,ELg Ef th

€rna liigffi hug*ne,HFj$F.i*,

Sb*r 'tr,obir'{f ge€ ,mfij,or.;developmertfi$. goin$ fu*, in this
lkii;S o a :diiSit'*,*cib,* J,t ,resually eoUree into a, derfg:hborrhood -

* ig, lla,S ,Eg,reonlp.tM, l.I$ l4,|agt.,,s ,al,lr,e,ady Slermtut.ed ln .thaL-

-t #-
diqtricb l \ Ar,lA $U,$' $S: lfia'iE to,be wilt:h$g upe,,clranaac.Lbr .olf

J
bkiB' ne:igffip.fhooA. And p.a-rh of tkle rera€.ori 't afi Ehe ARts has

de'dmO tt! ,leeep spec,ial peffi,ir! review oVer tht$, ii,s so tha.b

lye ;d!an be' aesu.r. UhAE ,We,i{fie BmOb,eC,b$ng ne,ighbO,::,hoodg from

bg$I[,,s' p,M$:rffiitn, anil $Eefu1g ib] h, tr$a,Io A+bp 'e6,{le$tjil Eha[ ,tha

e,tih#lr $p$,ak'H,#t :b:A..X1ked a'bO:u,;F,,,i, .$& *.*. ,*rXpOfF"anE C:p" Us ,thaE

f'herb is, some review over fhes,e Fp,oje,cts: ;ffom trl,le

'lbg,qtnnd'ltgj,r so thfr&:,We,rid,,,lrofi s;eeiilng,rnoras,LnEs:iEie,s eoming to

EoW'nlt

uftri$,,

frt ig, ,&.tx' ape_n ,p";f:oeess, t,he special pe:rnrit is a

co,1-$ahorative,.. clpen prip€ie,S,S whe,re pe,ople do have 'Lhe

opportunlty tO $ome in and speak their case/ and advise the

ARB ori how rWe, shoutd,be vgting' and'what ptojects we ,should

be +dr:@lsiilag ,afi:* $fls$fr, pr.<lijigj$sr$i .w,e s,hqrii[,S, #a)a, maybe: Lirne 'bo.

g,ll $aek bo .brtr'e .Sra+zqeg bOar'd ,fl!*fl ,€,.oxn€ b-dck wiEh, somethfnE a

litt.]e mare approp,rila'Le fer Lhe, neighborhood and, for the

uae that you're request,d.ng,.

Ap.Rr&'g& 2.0*5
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MRn alT.o s!i H.S$,CHE.R,:

sro ,I dS$ *,*

.;: and. ,ttle ar]5.wor w.a.s ye,gr

us'fi. rt],ea*,1':ft he rii:o.Lttr.$ti, re,sidential. Again,; i'f has to:
fr*fu'W'$th a p-ier$rnt:biE;dd, nsb$ ,fl, p.A*rl*tn$ g$r,age Wor;.rlE be
p.ermi.Hts,e.d' .i{q t}rer:e,, besaqEq' '4 ,pa:rki,n$ lgar,.ugb: isn, t
P'gsm:$LEied,- s ues,i e"$ li'ajx. on EoBl ot' ,4 :g,as ,s,bat,iora won.,:t be
p.or,rft*'trted {€ thArb, u$e ,is, ncit a.lr,ea.dy permi,,tt.ed,, &t has, to
f,tt whdE,s alriead.y alf,owed,under Eoning trro it has bo f,it
vr,{" hi,n tl.re r,rlhalraog. ia o.,fl fih,s. ne*gUbb.;fh"# O**rrn cons;i.dered.,i

$trB.t oCI$$tF!,HgN 'r ab antrr is,a,, e,, I ruou,ld sup,I)orr
Mrl' Ii,omR.h*-i,"tsi i&msnffinf$.nfir1i ,fr6f; the neas,orr ,x j$.sr ee$d.. And

ttlrd pt-he.r:dls,H,iii6n ,fi'., go,$rig'Fipi Uox,e hO $iS that I cra,n/,b, ,f,;Lnd

,,41'flffi,pi ' fihAU Wa:n,t's. hiligheX dg,nsilii,U,lf tr* ,Hhe town, ,no,L il1 m

prec,d,mc',b'o R#,$,l.v.ayi ,wheri I ,,81,*li , ,!f"i,th pe,opte. And the theory
"bha,b' wsr'',{f; r omrig,au:es. 'tci $o hrlgher: arrd h.ijgher, de.lr.sii tlr
,bgieailse $f'' he wofld and gre-e.n'fr€s,srr r don, L ,buy it. r
n*appen to b,hin']s 14g,rrg ,a.t opL.j.mel denetty right, novr, I
flhtrrk $rg,'1re ra]roa.d# d.one, mor.e than,, oun job- There ,are

,equa.l*ry 'sfal,.iiG re,a,Eortis .gb-, ,g4.1,, htsh der,rsit.lr ,i.s nob h-eal-thy,
'$Q,r 

'fiha'tlr'$ my,' fidlbllxiilng ffiea,, r, wot1ffi, ,r:e.pea-;q: is,..1ie:irythiug ttra,t
the p ev*bln$ ,spedlre'1r, , ,$,3j1iid., :Thahk you.

M.H:' .T,9.XII-{ [EON&ii Thari]s yoU ve*iy much.. ]{,trrn

wotrcten.

eA$BR,*DSE $,94$S,e*.tp.F,IoNg Ag-R J; 25,,i 2QIG
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it that said r''n 000.'f rhere wasn, t any intent. to change
'Eh*f . s.e,,. $nsrbepd o,f, uf,&, dgfih,i ,t:he ,s:gr,iven6ml,s ,e1''.1lqr thag,

we''$e 4o.itr$€$ti€-d now with the r$wn €rerk and p,ro-v;i-d ,bo, ,g,y1g"

dJ'g'rk and 6he MCIde$a:b1p,is,li *,g' ,b'CI ,;ahaf'ger E-ha€ ,dag},r ,bo a
','5*,QCICI.;" '$Sr ltepe,l6 [ilr,r, i6.h4t,rs c].eair.

Mfi. J.QF.{N anbgiE.i - rf you/ Il all .make tg"a:E ,g:}tapge

adm*r.ll,sb,ls,4b,i.:rrg: Eo your ,repgr.i ,, *e,ljl jit*st, Eg ,wtu.h i,t ii.s 
I

we p.r,Sp.e:ee, So, ahead,r, Mr,- Ca.lrer 
I

'MR. S{r GAV?RI, f,hank yoiu,. S,o., I wan,E ^o o*a.r,Jl
b'y s'a'xr''ingn ,z.oni-ng is ha,tid. rh,s har,d anf,, wo d.o it f:i,rs,E, 
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w,h;d.eh:r fEalulery, r thd.nk i*. a diilsrserv,,iffi bo, b'o h a,.onln$ ahd: 
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fi$r Hei,p.:1fi$, lflie go.wn,,motrfie 
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I

Blutu, jibe'bhat .4ei ;*,fi,{tr$,fi,i ,Btjaf ,s ,wp;ab, we.'re donng, 
I
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l

hopefx{$.e, ;eivre U1p ,lr},.. 
I
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'heen put f:o*bh before you,, i,* a n,{xeo u,e.e de.veropment. ,s,o,, 
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Vo,tl ,t-,Efto.w:+ ,S,dH c.44 ;prlt a ,m€rif-p"le?dceers:ing planb ro:e [hL.* rftli,st 
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,f;tEg'lp ,,i.f, y:,S$l. sS eft6-.t5gp." .dnd ,ilf, Ehose ls*$c,a..,l€, ora the 
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Redsirns'L,apf,a$ffi sra,*iH$ ffi$.*o l"t,, ts..en yCIu, re go*ng. to havh. ,a j
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Ilts ec,L"jf:ona1 Se.rvteegn he head o,f X,nsp,sc,6ional :S;€,rvJ.ces,,

as wefl ,a,s. ,.W,fI;$S.U$,ge}.,i*l [h€ WsJfdr_ng thati,s b.ei]flore, yep,

alls $ni Ehe ,u,iij si fi;laa,s ,,;ari!€ p,e. i.t.€ i"n, a pa:.r .f,eular

dris$,s'i,Et- ia.$dj ,i!he rnes. .b.H' can tiapperi *n ;a rnix.ed ,usg in.
ttt-fitl d#:E;r$*t. $oj, j,lu rib:oi,a:La**,Sy. on ,t,hat flo.i+f I "e./

'T,h€ s*"ond p.oint I wan-E to b,r'i,ng, ,gp is, wiLh
.riegperciE ugr h6ightn T think, w€,,we, tlJarjijed a few thir:rgs

.w:Eh fiiespec. ,be hedghfi. Bqit ,f Wanlt t'o ,cll_a.:1*fi12, t,wo, obhers.

N,rltriber O.,S, , ils,r. {$rr , Oul,v.e, hear.d: ,some, p-.eoBte tAlk
a'bouE a f,e$"r'ig'tofy buf,figr,, o,kay? What that iq, is wlrat

ffi€,'r*,, re,atr,3,y talllctilg abcnau there is: if a pro.p-,.osed mixed use

is, nerc;b,, &o ,ff.es:frrile.t!,.brr 'b,,hsn:, ins,,Lead o.s. b.e.rjftg five F,bo,rie-s,;
:y''ou, ean, on& :buift foilr, shaw,$ 'a bu.f,:fierf; ,zon€n oiiay? yo,l,:.

qannot gg all t'he way- trp, and whaL,{is aLtready in theiie stays
,i,n ,t"1t$,-lrer" :dkatr|? ,it r s q,nty ;din Utie .,mo,se ,cpmmer rlal. spril,re,

whdtrie lrorl'i'ln€ got o-,brlcEr b,jg bulld^lngrs around y.ou, bha,b

y,o,u#iLl b.s ,ab;Lg, *o go te 'the :ffiaximr*iln ,6sj ght.
Now,, ther, lftpor,bant thing on ti1is, thoughi isr that

what uh{s 'detes i,s. i,u actually, fr,om the s,t.ree,bscape, J-imJ-Ls

ffie- heirght ,of,, ,dhe ,bu$l.d.,f:ng,1g even fur,,ther down, beeaus,e w.i,l.Eu

So.{l'irze,el.p,$ heard is about stepbacks. ffitl.: s,. g,tgpbae# $eta-rrg,

th .,R'9, Y,,O$: EiCI rr*pr :,tso 'rtiftar!. fi,ttrth. .f.,&oorr ,or as ,,yBlr go aborre

'you $aVe Ud 't'ii$M,,,e, tf,rCI$e, ne$s$ ,f-r1.s"S"lis, bac.k ,s€v,en and :a

ha&f f$r . $.s, .E arts f,r.otn, ib'ho p,Et€.gib,s,p''apg sow,, you,, re ontry

g,oi.lrg' bo: sie€ :b.}iree, ,Sjb.o.;r{g1s,,
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