
From: David White <dwhite@gilbertwhite.com>

To:

ConCom Admin <ConComm@town.arlington.ma.us>, "Tirone, Chuck" <ctirone@ci.reading.ma.us>, "Stevens, Nathaniel
(home)" <stevensnathaniel11@gmail.com>, Pamela Heidell <pamelaheidell@gmail.com>, Mike Gildesgame
<mikeg125@gmail.com>, David White <dwhite@gilbertwhite.com>, Emily Sullivan <ESullivan@town.arlington.ma.us>,
"Garnett, Cathy" <cgarnett251@gmail.com>, "Chapnick, Susan" <s.chapnick@comcast.net>, Dave Kaplan
<dkaplan@cambridgema.gov>

Date: 03/09/2021 11:05 AM
Subject: Fwd: Environmental concerns in Mystic River watershed: artificial turf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Town of Arlington's email system. Do
not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the REAL sender (whose email
address in the From: line in "< >" brackets) and you know the content is safe.

FYI - The ConCom permitted this project.

-------- Forwarded Message --------
Subject:Environmental concerns in Mystic River watershed: artificial turf

Date:Tue, 9 Mar 2021 15:53:23 +0000 (UTC)
From:Beth Melofchik <tankmadel@yahoo.com>

To:dshine@achs.net <dshine@achs.net>
CC:David White <dwhite@gilbertwhite.com>, Brucie Moulton <moultonsb1@gmail.com>, Mona

Mandal <mona.arlingtontm9@gmail.com>, Susan McCabe <susanmccabe22@mac.com>, Jo
Anne Preston <ja-preston@comcast.net>

Dan Shine
Athletic Director
Arlington Catholic High School

Dear Mr. Shine,

As per our telephone conversation March 9, 2021 I enclose photographs of material from the artificial
turf field on Summer Street.  It appears to be tiny seed sized pieces of shredded tires.  As you can see
from the photos the snow around the field, seems to have been plowed, the snow is black with many
pounds of the material.

My concern is that this toxic material not be leaf blown into the surrounding lawn and park, that it
not be leaf blown in direction of Cookes Hollow/Mill Brook and that material which has escaped the
environs of the sports field not flow into Cookes Hollow/Mill Brook during a rain storm.  The escaped
material is among the bushes at the east end of the field adjacent to Cookes Hollow.  As you know
Mill Brook is down hill from the artificial turf field.  This area is within the Mystic River Watershed.

I would appreciate knowing what the care protocol is for this field as I imagine that unfortunately
these conditions are ones which occur each winter/spring.

I would appreciate knowing whether Arlington Catholic High School has considered an additional
mitigation plan.  Since the field's establishment I believe standards may have changed and a type of
sieve would now be required as part of the installation.
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It is many years now that each spring Alewife return to Cookes Hollow/Mill Brook to spawn.  We do
not want the material from the artificial turf field polluting Cookes Hollow.  Shore birds roost in the
trees among them black capped night herons.  Mallards have in recent years created nests beside the
stairway adjacent to your field in Cookes Hollow.  We do not want shredded bits of tires from the
ACHS artificial turf field in the food chain.

We live with nature and the environment in a sustainable manner.  
Thank you for your attention and concern.

Kind regards,
Beth Melofchik
20 Russell Street
Town Meeting Member Precinct 9

cc: David White Conservation Commission
Brucie Moulton Sustainable Arlington
Mona Mandal Town Meeting Member Precinct 9
Susan McCabe Town Meeting Member Precinct 9
Jo Anne Preston, AHA Board Member, Town Meeting Member Precinct 9
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