
2019 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING ARB-SUBMITTED WARRANT ARTICLES and  
OTHER PROPOSED ZONING BYLAW/ TOWN BYLAW AMENDMENTS 

 
(1) ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENT/DENSITY AND DIMENSIONSAL REQUIREMENTS FOR MULTI-

FAMILY USES 
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw to change the density and dimensional 
requirements for multi-family uses in the R4, R5, R6, and R7 Districts by:  

1. Amending SECTION 5.4.1. DISTRICTS AND PURPOSES to revise descriptions of the R5, R6, and R7 
Districts; 

2. Amending SECTION 5.4.2. DIMENSIONAL AND DENSITY REQUIREMENTS to reduce the minimum 
lot area, minimum lot area per unit, and minimum lot frontage for three-family dwellings, 
townhouse structures, and apartment conversions in the R4 District, for townhouse and 
apartment buildings in the R5 District, for townhouse structure and apartment building in the R6 
District, and for any permitted structure in the R7 District; 

3. Amending SECTION 5.4.2. DIMENSIONAL AND DENSITY REQUIREMENTS to adjust the front yard, 
side yard, and rear yard for three-family dwellings, townhouse structures, and apartment 
conversions in the R4 District, for townhouse and apartment buildings in the R5 District, for 
townhouse structure and apartment building in the R6 District, and for any permitted structure 
in the R7 District; and 

4. Amending SECTION 5.4.2. DIMENSIONAL AND DENSITY REQUIREMENTS to increase the 
maximum height in feet, maximum stories, and maximum floor area ratio for townhouse 
structures and apartment conversions in the R4 District, for townhouse and apartment buildings 
in the R5 District, for townhouse structure and apartment building in the R6 District, and for any 
permitted structure in the R7 District. 

or take any action related thereto.   
 (Inserted at the request of the Redevelopment Board) 

 
(2) ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENT/DENSITY AND DIMENSIONSAL REQUIREMENTS FOR MIXED-USE 

 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw to change the density and dimensional 
requirements for mixed-use in the B Districts by:  

1. Amending SECTION 5.5.2. DIMENSIONAL AND DENSITY REQUIREMENTS to reduce the minimum 
lot area per unit for mixed-use on lots greater than 20,000 square feet in the B2 District; 

2. Amending SECTION 5.5.2. DIMENSIONAL AND DENSITY REQUIREMENTS to reduce the front yard 
and side yard requirements for mixed-use in the B1 District;  

3. Amending SECTION 5.5.2. DIMENSIONAL AND DENSITY REQUIREMENTS to increase the 
maximum height in feet and maximum stories for mixed-use in the B1, B3, and B5 Districts; and  

4. Amending SECTION 5.5.2. DIMENSIONAL AND DENSITY REQUIREMENTS to increase the 
maximum floor area ratio for mixed-use in all of the Business Districts. 

or take any action related thereto.   
          (Inserted at the request of the Redevelopment Board) 
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(3) ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENT/OPEN SPACE REQUIREMENTS FOR MULTI-FAMILY USES AND 
MIXED-USE 

 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw to adjust the open space requirements for multi-
family uses and mixed-use to eliminate the requirement for usable open space and increase the 
requirement for landscaped open space by:  

1. Amending SECTION 2 DEFINITIONS for landscaped open space;  
2. Amending SECTION 5.3.21. SUPPLEMENTAL REQUIREMENTS IN THE BUSINESS AND INDUSTRIAL 

DISTRICTS paragraph D; 
3. Amending SECTION 5.4.2. DIMENSIONAL AND DENSITY REQUIREMENTS to eliminate the 

minimum usable open space requirement and increase the landscaped open space requirement 
for multi-family uses; and 

4. Amending SECTION 5.5.2. DIMENSIONAL AND DENSITY REQUIREMENTS to eliminate the 
minimum usable open space requirement and increase the landscaped open space requirement 
for mixed-use. 

or take any action related thereto.      
(Inserted at the request of the Redevelopment Board) 

 
(4) ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENT/ TOWNHOUSES 

 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw to clarify references to townhouse and to 
increase the size of a townhouse structure by;  

1. Amending SECTION 5.3.14. TOWNHOUSE STRUCTURES paragraph A to increase the size of a 
townhouse structure to not exceed 200 feet or 8 townhouses in length;  

2. Amending SECTION 5.4.2. DIMENSIONAL AND DENSITY REQUIREMENTS to remove references to 
townhouse and replace with townhouse structure; 

3. Amending SECTION 5.4.3. USE REGULATIONS FOR RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS to remove references 
to townhouse and replace with townhouse structure; 

4. Amending SECTION 5.5.2. DIMENSIONAL AND DENSITY REQUIREMENTS to remove references to 
townhouse and replace with townhouse structure;  

5. Amending SECTION 5.5.3. USE REGULATIONS FOR BUSINESS DISTRICTS to remove references to 
townhouse and replace with townhouse structure; and 

6. Amending SECTION 5.6.3. USE REGULATIONS FOR MU, PUD, I, T, and OS DISTRICTS to remove 
references to townhouse and replace with townhouse structure 

or take any action related thereto.      
(Inserted at the request of the Redevelopment Board) 

 
(5) ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENT/UPPER-STORY BUILDING STEP BACKS 

 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw to adjust the upper-story building step back 
beginning at the fourth story level or 40 feet above grade by amending SECTION 5.3.17. UPPER-STORY 
BUILDING STEP BACKS and by amending SECTION 5.3.21. SUPPLEMENTAL REQUIREMENTS IN THE 
BUSINESS AND INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS paragraph C to refer to four stories; or take any action related 
thereto.      

(Inserted at the request of the Redevelopment Board) 
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(6) ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENT/REDUCED HEIGHT BUFFER AREA 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw to reduce the height buffer area to 25 to 50 feet 
depending on orientation and to identify the specific requirements to allow application of the higher 
height limit by amending SECTION 5.3.19. REDUCED HEIGHT BUFFER AREA; or take any action related 
thereto.                      (Inserted at the request of the Redevelopment Board) 
 

(7) ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENT/CORNER LOT REQUIREMENTS  
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw to add a requirement for corner lots in the R4 
through R7 Districts and all Business Districts which requires the minimum street yard to be equal to the 
front yard depth required by amending SECTION 5.3.8. CORNER LOTS AND THROUGH LOTS; or take any 
action related thereto.     

 (Inserted at the request of the Redevelopment Board) 
 

(8) ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENT/APARTMENT BUILDING PARKING REQUIREMENTS 
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw to reduce the parking requirements for 
apartment buildings by amending SECTION 6.1.4. TABLE OF OFF-STREET PARKING REGULATIONS to 
reduce the minimum number of spaces to 1 space per dwelling unit; or take any action related thereto. 

     (Inserted at the request of the Redevelopment Board) 
 

(9) ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENT/PARKING REDUCTION APPLICABILITY 
 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw to include the R7 District in SECTION 6.1.5. 
PARKING REDUCTION IN BUSINESS, INDUSTRIAL, AND MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL ZONES; or take any 
action related thereto.     

 (Inserted at the request of the Redevelopment Board) 
 

(10) ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENT/ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS 
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw to allow accessory dwelling units the R0 and R1 
Zoning Districts by amending SECTION 2 DEFINITIONS to define accessory dwelling units; amending 
SECTION 5.4.3. USE REGULATIONS FOR RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS to include the use in the table of uses; 
and creating a new section, SECTION 5.9.2. ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS, containing standards for 
accessory dwelling units; or take any action related thereto. 

     (Inserted at the request of the Redevelopment Board) 
 
      (11) ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENT/ SIGN REGULATIONS  
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw to update the sign regulations in its entirety by; 
amending SECTION 2 DEFINITIONS to remove and replace the definitions associated with signs, and 
amending SECTION 6.2 SIGNS to remove and replace the sign regulations in its entirety, or take any 
action related thereto. 

(Inserted at the request of the Redevelopment Board) 
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(12) ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENT/FLOODPLAIN DISTRICT 
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw to update the Floodplain District regulations by 
amending SECTION 5.7 FLOODPLAIN DISTRICT by making minor corrections to the bylaw in order to be 
consistent with the Conservation Commission’s Town of Arlington Bylaw for Wetland Protection and 
other associated regulations; or take any action related thereto.          

 (Inserted at the request of the Redevelopment Board) 
 
(13) ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENT/INLAND WETLAND DISTRICT 
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw to streamline and update the Inland Wetland 
District regulations by amending SECTION 5.8 INLAND WETLAND DISTRICT by making minor corrections 
to the bylaw in order to be consistent with the Conservation Commission’s Town of Arlington Bylaw for 
Wetland Protection and other associated regulations; or take any action related thereto.     

 (Inserted at the request of the Redevelopment Board) 
 
(14) ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENT/REVIEW OF RELIGIOUS AND EDUCATIONAL USES 
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw to clarify the process by which the Town reviews 
religious and educational uses by;  
 

1. Amending SECTION 3.4 ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN REVIEW to remove paragraph J referring to 
religious and educational uses;  

2. Adding a new SECTION 3.5 RELIGIOUS AND EDUCATIONAL USE REVIEW that codifies an 
administrative review process that is consistent with M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 3; 

3. Amending SECTION 5.4.3. USE REGULATIONS FOR RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS to clarify notes which 
refer to educational and religious uses;  

4. Amending SECTION 5.5.3. USE REGULATIONS FOR BUSINESS DISTRICTS to clarify notes which 
refer to educational and religious uses; and 

5. Amending SECTION 5.6.3. USE REGULATIONS FOR MU, PUD, I, T, AND OS DISTRICTS to clarify 
notes which refer to educational and religious uses; or take any action related thereto. 

 (Inserted at the request of the Redevelopment Board) 
 
(15) ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENT/BICYCLE PARKING 
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw to update the bicycle parking standards by 
amending SECTION 6.1.12. BICYCLE PARKING to remove and replace the section in its entirety; or take 
any action related thereto.             

(Inserted at the request of the Redevelopment Board) 
 
(16) ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENT/CORRECTING CITATION ERRORS 
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw to correct section references and other 
typographical errors in; 

1. Correcting reference to Section 5.5 in SECTION 3.2.2. POWERS; 
2. Correcting reference to Section 5 in SECTION 3.3.4. SPECIAL PERMIT CONDITIONS; 
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3. Correcting references to Section 8.13 and Section 10.11 in SECTION 3.4.4. ENVIRONMENTAL 
DESIGN REVIEW STANDARDS; 

4. Correcting reference to Section 3.05 in SECTION 5.8.3. APPLICABILITY; and 
5. Correcting reference to Section 9.06 in SECTION 5.8.4. PERMITTED USES;  

or take any action related thereto.     
 (Inserted at the request of the Redevelopment Board) 

 
Amendments submitted by registered voters and Town Manager: 
(17) ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENT/AFFORDABLE HOUSING REQUIRMENTS  
 
To see if the town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw by increasing the affordability requirements 
contained in Section 8.2 AFFORDABILITY REQUIREMENTS, (such that a greater number of units of 
affordable would be required for certain projects); or take any action related thereto. 

(Steve Revilak and 10 Registered Voters) 
 
(18) ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENT DEFINITION OF STORY, HALF 
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw to amend the definition of Story, Half by 
amending SECTION 2 DEFINITIONS to reduce the defined height of a half story from 7 feet 3 inches to 7 
feet so that the definition reads “Story, Half: A story which is under a gable, hipped, or gambrel roof, 
where less than one half the floor area measured from the underside of the roof framing to the finished 
floor below has a clear height of 7 feet or more.” 
 (Elizabeth Pyle and 10 Registered Voters) 
 
(19) ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENT/DRIVEWAY SLOPE 
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw to amend the maximum allowable driveway 
slope by amending SECTION 6.1.10.A. LOCATION OF PARKING SPACES to require that the maximum 
allowable driveway slope cannot exceed 15% for the entire length of said driveway so that the provision 
reads “Any driveway leading to off-street parking on a lot shall not exceed 15% downward slope for the 
entire length of said driveway, except by Special Permit.” 
 (Elizabeth Pyle and 10 Registered Voters) 
 
(20) BYLAW AMENDMENT/BILLBOARDS AND SIGNS 
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town Bylaws, Title V, Article 1 “Billboards and Signs: 
Restrictions on Use,” by removing paragraphs A through I to support consolidation of the sign 
regulations in the Zoning Bylaw, or take any action related thereto. 

(Inserted at the Request of the Town Manager) 
   
(21) BYLAW AMENDMENT/NOTICE OF DEMOLITION 
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town Bylaws to include trees subject to the Tree Protection 
and Preservation Bylaw as requiring a notice of demolition by amending TITLE VI, BUILDING 
REGULATIONS, ARTICLE 7, NOTICE OF DEMOLITION to include reference to the removal of trees subject 
to the Tree Protection and Preservation Bylaw in paragraphs A and B. 

(Elizabeth Pyle and 10 Registered Voters) 


