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 Article 17 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw to update the 
sign regulations in its entirety by; amending SECTION 2 DEFINITIONS to 
remove and replace the definitions associated with signs, and 
amending SECTION 6.2 SIGNS to remove and replace the sign 
regulations in its entirety, or take any action related thereto. 
 
 
Related Article 26: Supports consolidation of the sign regulations into 
the Zoning Bylaw 
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• Master Plan Zoning Audit identified 
concerns with the sign regulations 

• Recodified Zoning Bylaw was adopted in 
February 2018 

• Recodification process identified need 
for an update to the Town’s sign 
regulations, but needed amendments 
were too substantive to address at that 
time 

• LWC, Inc. hired September 2018 

 Project Overview 
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To develop new Sign Regulations that are: 
• Consistent with the state and federal law, and the Arlington 

Master Plan 
• Consistent with recent, pertinent case law 
• Standards that reflect different aesthetic, dimensional, and 

material needs of different property types and geographies 
• Well-organized, straight- forward, and easy-to-use 
• Clear, concise, and well-illustrated 
• Incorporates best practices 

 Purpose of the Update 
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 Sign Bylaw Update Process 
Event/Deliverable Dates 

Project Initiation – Kick-Off Conference Call September 2018 

Stakeholder Interviews & Community Workshop October – Nov. 2018 

Sign Regulations Analysis & Recommendations Report December 2018 

Public meeting – ZBWG December 2018 

Administrative Draft Sign Regulations for staff review January 2019 

Public Review Draft Sign Regulations February 2019 

Public hearing – Arlington Redevelopment Board March 4, 2019 

Town Meeting April 22, 2019 

Incorporate adopted Sign Regulations into ZBL May 2019 
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Legal Context and Key Issues 
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Source: http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/19/us/justices-side-with-arizona-church-in-dispute-over-
sign-limits.html 

"Temporary Directional 
Signs Relating to a 
Qualifying Event” 

 Reed v. Town of Gilbert 
Reed v. Town of Gilbert, US Supreme Court No. 135 S.CT. 2218, 2015 
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Source: http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/19/us/justices-side-
with-arizona-church-in-dispute-over-sign-limits.html 

20 sf 

Ideological 

Political 

Temporary 
Directional Sign 

Relating to a 
Qualifying Event 

16 sf 32 sf 

Where? How long? 

Anywhere As long as you 
want 

Where? How long? 

Residential (16 sf) 
NR / public / ROW 
(32) 

60 before primary 
15 after general 

Where? How long? 

Private or public land 
4 at a time 

12 hours before 
1 hour after 

6 sf 

 Reed v. Town of Gilbert 
Reed v. Town of Gilbert, US Supreme Court No. 135 S.CT. 2218, 2015 
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Content-Based Regulations Content-Neutral Regulations 

 Legal Considerations 
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Sign Bylaw – Table of Contents 
6.2.1 General Provisions 
 Purpose 
 Authority 
 Applicability 
 Substitutions 
 Exemptions 

6.2.2 Administration and Procedures 
 Sign Permits 
 Temporary Sign Permits 
 Sign Special Permits 
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Sign Bylaw – Table of Contents 
6.2.3 General Restrictions for Signs 
 Location restrictions 
 Prohibited signs 
 Display restrictions 

6.2.4 General Requirements for Signs 
 Sign area 
 Sign height 
 Sign illumination 
 Sign structure and installation 
 Sign maintenance  
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Sign Bylaw – Table of Contents 
6.2.5 Standards for Permanent Signs 
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Sign Bylaw – Table of Contents 
6.2.5 Standards for Permanent Signs 
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Sign Bylaw – Table of Contents 
6.2.7 Standards for Temporary and Portable Signs 
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Sign Bylaw – Table of Contents 
6.2.7 Nonconforming Signs 
Section 2 Definitions 
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 Thank you/Questions 
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