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HOST COMMUNITY AGREEMENT PROCEES & CRITERIA 

 

I. Statement of Purpose: 

 The purpose of this policy is to outline the process and criteria by which Host 
Community Agreements (“HCAs”) will be authorized by the Select Board for existing or 
prospective marijuana establishments.  It is likely that there will be a greater number of 
applicants than available permits/licenses.  Thus, the Board anticipates that selection criteria will 
determine not only general suitability, but the best fits for Arlington in a competitive market.  
The Town Manager shall negotiate specific details and execute HCAs consistent with Board 
findings for approved applicants. 
 

II. Summary of Marijuana Establishment Licensing and Permitting in Arlington 
 

The Select Board holds a limited, but important role as the first step of the lengthy 
process of licensing, permitting, and opening a marijuana establishment in Arlington.  As part of 
the legalization of adult-use (recreational) marijuana sales, M.G.L. c. 94G sec. 3(d) requires each 
marijuana establishments (recreational and medical) intending to site within Arlington execute 
an HCA as a condition of state licensure.1 While the Manager executes contracts and agreements 
for the Town, the language of c. 94G requires the Select Board’s authorization to enter such 
agreements with each applicant.  

 
  The scope of host agreements varies by community due to differences in municipal 

structure and where and how local permitting and licensing has been vested in each community.  
However, all HCAs set forth basic financial impact-mitigation as well as other identified 
responsibilities of marijuana establishments. 
 
  Here, the Arlington Redevelopment Board (“ARB”) and the Board of Health (“BOH”) 
are the entities primarily responsible for ensuring that marijuana establishments meet zoning 
standards and requirements (including siting restrictions) and state and local health and safety 
regulations respectively.  Accordingly, some areas which might be addressed in other 
communities by an HCA will be scrutinized during the special permit and license processes of 
the ARB and BOH, which will also impose conditions related to the time, place, and manner of 
marijuana establishment operations. 
 

                                                           
1 While the Town and the Massachusetts Patient Foundation/Apothca entered an HCA for the medical dispensary on 
Water Street in February of 2016, it should be noted that HCAs were not a required by law at that time.  








































































