
A Brief History of Art Prints at the 
Robbins Library 



Will of Winfield Robbins

“Fourth, I give and bequeath to the Robbins Library in the Town of Arlington state 
of Massachusetts, the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars to be devoted to the 
care, preservation and increase of my collection of prints.”



TIMELINE OF GIFTS & TRUSTS

1893-1900:

Winfield 
Robbins 
provides 

“valuable gifts” 
to the Library 
in the form of 
books, prints, 
and other art.

1901: 

W. Robbins 
gifts a large 
number of 

“framed 
portraits” 

placed in the 
Art Gallery, 

including those 
which 

illustrate the 
“the progress 
of the art of 
engraving”.  

1909-1910:

The Library 
opens an art 

gallery on the 
4th floor for the 

display of 
prints 

presented by  
W. Robbins.

Nov. 1910: 

Winfield 
Robbins dies.

1910-1912 
/15: 

Will of W. 
Robbins is in 

probate, 
leaving 

$25,000 for the 
“care, 

preservation 
and increase of 
my collection 

of prints…” 
approximately  

130,000 in 
total.

1910-1949:

Caira and Ida 
Robbins 

increase and 
care for the 
collection. 

It grows to 
approximately 

150,000 in 
total.

1949:

Ida Robins dies 
in Switzerland 

and leaves 
$30,000 to the 
Library in trust 

for prints.



1925 – Letter from Curator to Caira Robbins



1942 – Curator rejects offer, citing restrictions



1946 – Curator’s letter to Library Trustees 



1950 – Library Annual Report



1958 – Harvard Lamont Library letter



1965 – Smithsonian Loan



1970 – Curator’s Report to Library Trustees



1977 – Local media coverage



1978 – Library eliminates Curator role



1985 – Library addresses consultant role/cataloguing



1986 – Request for Town Counsel opinion



1986 – Letter from BPL Keeper of Prints 

. . . 



1987 – Arlington Historical Commission letter



1989 – Town Counsel opinion



1990 – Appraisal summary from James A. Bergquist



2000 – Letter of Advice from Marjorie Cohn



2008 – Memo from Town Counsel 



2018 – Appraisal by the Childs Gallery



2019 – Email from Marjorie Cohn

I hope [Town Meeting] votes to deaccession them. They have vexed too 
many generations at the library!

-- Jerry

Marjorie B. Cohn
Carl A. Weyerhaeuser Curator of Prints, Emerita
Harvard Art Museums



Prints storage: 4th floor Art Print Room



Print storage: 4th floor Conference Room



Thank you


