
Town of Arlington
Select Board

Meeting Agenda

March 8, 2021
7:15 PM

Conducted by Remote Participation

1. Executive Order on Remote Participation

2. Discussion & Approval: Fiscal Year 2022 Water/Sewer Rates
Adam Chapdelaine, Town Manager
Mike Rademacher, Director of Public Work

CONSENT AGENDA

3. Request: Contractor/Drainlayer License
Raffaele Construction Corp
Gerardo A. Raffaele 
233 Burrill Street
Swampscott, MA 01907

4. For Approval: ACAC Utility Box Painting Project
Adria Arch, Commission for Arts and Culture
Laurie Bogdan, Commission for Arts and Culture

LICENSES & PERMITS

5. For Approval: Food Vendor License
Fattoush, 142 Massachusetts Avenue, Karam T. Touma

TRAFFIC RULES & ORDERS / OTHER BUSINESS

6. For Discussion and Approval: Metrofire Mutual Aid Agreement
Adam W. Chapdelaine, Town Manager
Douglas W. Heim, Town Counsel

WARRANT ARTICLE HEARINGS

7. Articles for Review:
Article 8 Bylaw Amendment/Canine Control Fees & Fines
Article 9 Bylaw Amendment/Display of Notice Fines
Article 10 Bylaw Amendment/Street Performance Definitions
Article 17 Vote/Establishment of Youth and Young Adult Advisory Board, Commission, or
Committee Study Committee
Article 19 Vote/Establishment of Town Committee on Residential Development 



 Article 23 Vote/Provision of Town Email Addresses for Town Meeting Members
Article 24 Vote/Town Clerk Study
Article 26 Home Rule Legislation/Ranked Choice Voting

FINAL VOTES & COMMENTS

Articles for Review:
Article 12 Bylaw Amendment/Changing Columbus Day to Indigenous Peoples Day
Article 13 Bylaw Amendment/Adding Juneteenth Independence Day to Holidays
Article 78 Resolution/Tree Canopy As A Public Health Resource
Article 80 Resolution/Facilities Department Report/Clarify Responsibilities, Track Progress of the
Department of Facilities and Maintenance
Article 82 Resolution/Advanced Registration and Organization of Town Meeting Speakers
Article 83 Resolution/Protocols for Deliberative Collaboration in Town Government Initiated Citizen
Article 84 Resolution/Formally Invite Arlington Housing Authority Representatives to Present to Town
Meeting
Article 85 Resolution/Acknowledging Native Lands
Article 86 Resolution/Celebrating Indigenous Peoples Day
Article 87 Resolution/Overnight Parking Waiver for Residents of Multi-Family Dwellings in Precinct 4
Article 88 Resolution/Resident Parking Program for Precinct 4
Article 91 Resolution/Declare Climate Emergency in the Town of Arlington

NEW BUSINESS

Next Scheduled Meeting of Select Board March 22, 2021
 
You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 
When: Mar 8, 2021 07:15 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
Topic: Select Board Meeting
Register in advance for this webinar:
https://town-arlington-ma-us.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ByGMak1ZSCq-wUSoevkuKQ
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the
webinar.
 
*Notice to the Public on meeting privacy* In the interests of preventing abuse of videoconferencing
technology (i.e. Zoom Bombing) all participants, including members of the public, wishing to engage
via the Zoom App must register for each meeting and will notice multi-step authentication protocols.
Please allow additional time to join the meeting. Further, members of the public who wish to participate
without providing their name may still do so by telephone dial-in information provided above.
 
Documents regarding agenda items will be made available via Novus Agenda and the Town's Website.

https://www.mass.gov/doc/open-meeting-law-order-march-12-2020/download

https://town-arlington-ma-us.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ByGMak1ZSCq-wUSoevkuKQ
https://www.mass.gov/doc/open-meeting-law-order-march-12-2020/download


Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Executive Order on Remote Participation

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material Executive_Order_on_Remote_Participation.pdf Executive Order on Remote Participation









Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Discussion & Approval: Fiscal Year 2022 Water/Sewer Rates

Summary:
Adam Chapdelaine, Town Manager
Mike Rademacher, Director of Public Work

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material FY22_Rate_Recommendation.pdf FY22 Rate Recommendations

Reference
Material 2020_MWRA_AB_Rate_Study_Community_Comparison.pdf 2020 MWRA AB Rate Study



PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
TOWN OF ARLINGTON 

   51 Grove Street, Arlington, Massachusetts 02476 
Phone: (781) 316-3104 Fax: (781) 316-3281 

 
 

 
 
Memo to: Adam Chapdelaine, Town Manager 
 
From: Mike Rademacher, DPW Director 
 
Date: March 4, 2021 
 
Subject: FY22 Water/Sewer Rate Recommendation 

 
 

Last year the Select Board requested that Water and Sewer Rates be structured in order to eliminate the shift of 
General Fund dollars in the Water and Sewer Enterprise Fund.  We are entering into year two of that three year 
effort.  In year one, the Water Rates increased by 17.2% and Sewer Rates increased 16.0%.  At the same time, it 
was projected that FY22 rates would increase by 14.5% and 14.0% for Water and Sewer respectively.  Late last 
spring, the MWRA made adjustments to community assessments in an effort to help with any financial struggles 
related to the Covid Pandemic.  As a result, FY22’s MWRA assessments are lower than previously projected.  
Adjusting for this reduction, it is my recommendation that in FY22, the Water Rates increase by 12.75% and 
Sewer Rates increase by 11.95%.  Although future anticipated rate increases are shown below, these will need to 
be revisited annually to verify future expense projections hold true.  This recommendation assumes the following: 
   
 Health and Retirement Indirect Costs have not yet been finalized 
 Potential bargained salary increases have not been finalized but a placeholder estimate has been included. 
 Rates are structured to eliminate the General Fund Offset evenly over FY21, FY22 and FY23. 
 The General Fund shift would decrease from $3,691,454 I to $1,845,727 in FY22 
 Rate projections include payment of future debt service related to capital projects including the DPW Facility 
 All user fees increase by the same percentage at the proposed average rate increase 
 Water use is assumed to level off around 1,215,000 CCF’s based on current trends 

 
 
Proposed Rate Chart Water   Sewer 

 FY21 (Exist) FY22 (Prop)  FY21 (Exist) FY22 (Prop)   
0-15 ccf/3 months $6.28 $7.08   $7.45   $8.34 
16-30 ccf/3 months $6.72 $7.58   $7.94   $8.89 
Over 30 ccf/3 months $8.16 $9.20   $9.63   $10.78 

 
FY21 Rates  FY22 Rates  FY23 Rates FY24 Rates 
  Additional 33% Reduction Final 33% Reduction Offset Eliminated 

Cost Ave. Arlington 
Home Use: 60ccf/yr. $877  $986  $1,125  $1,162  
 
Cost Ave. Arlington 
Home per bill: 3 months $219  $246  $281  $290  
 
Approx. Rate increase  
Over previous FY:  
 Water: 17.2%  12.8%  14.4%  3.6%  
 Sewer: 16.0%  11.9%  13.9%  3.1%  
  Ave: 16.6%  12.4%  14.2%   3.4% 
 



2020 Combined Retail Water & Sewer 
Community Charge Comparisons 

(Consumption at 120 HCF ≈ 90 kgal) 
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Arlington (W/S)*
Ashland (S)

Bedford (S/partial W)
Belmont (W/S)

Boston (W/S)
Braintree (S)

Brookline (W/ S)
Burlington (S)

Cambridge (S/partial W)
Canton (S/partial W)

Chelsea (W/S)
Chicopee (W)
Clinton (W/S)

Dedham (S/ partial W)
Everett (W/S)

Framingham (W/S)
Hingham (S)
Holbrook (S)

Leominster (partial W)
Lexington (W/S)
Lynn (partial W)

Malden (W/S)
Marblehead (W)

Marlborough (partial W)
Medford (W/S)
Melrose (W/S)

Milton (W/S)
Nahant (W)*

Natick (S)
Needham (S/partial W)

Newton (W/S)
Northborough (partial W)

Norwood (W/S)
Peabody (partial W)

Quincy (W/S)
Randolph (S)

Reading (W/S)
Revere (W/S)

Saugus (W)
Somerville (W/S)
Stoneham (W/S)

Stoughton (S/partial W)
Swampscott (W)

Wakefield (S/partial W)
Walpole (S)

Waltham (W/S)
Watertown (W/S)

Wellesley (S/partial W)
Westwood (S/partial W)

Weymouth (S)
Wilbraham (W)

Wilmington (S/partial W)
Winchester (S/partial W)*

Winthrop (W/S)
Woburn (S/partial W)
Worcester (partial W)

(*) Indicates community that utilizes the debt service exclusion as permitted under General Law 59 Section 21 C(n) 



 

Household 
Usage (HCF)

Household 
Usage (gal) Water Sewer Combined

Belmont 79.6 59,543.5          $610.46 $1,100.68 $1,711.14
Lexington 102.7 76,844.1          $501.81 $976.59 $1,478.40
Stoneham 87.3 65,307.3          $564.89 $892.30 $1,457.19
Nahant 78.7 58,859.4          $725.51 $725.51 $1,451.03
Marblehead 75.6 56,523.6          $522.24 $852.73 $1,374.97
Hingham 70.3 52,550.9          $468.49 $868.35 $1,336.85
Wakefield 70.5 52,714.5          $535.01 $790.38 $1,325.39
Reading 57.5 43,000.6          $615.12 $615.12 $1,230.23
Winthrop 53.6 40,121.1          $614.15 $614.15 $1,228.30
Wellesley 83.7 62,641.4          $344.71 $805.21 $1,149.91
Milton 86.5 64,727.0          $439.52 $698.34 $1,137.86
Ashland 62.0 46,368.6          $261.29 $862.41 $1,123.69
Newton 58.2 43,550.8          $434.78 $673.37 $1,108.14
Swampscott 73.0 54,593.7          $571.93 $487.26 $1,059.20
Walpole 79.2 59,237.6          $438.99 $582.05 $1,021.04
Melrose 46.7 34,964.4          $367.43 $642.76 $1,010.19
Canton 71.6 53,562.3          $359.73 $645.91 $1,005.64
Dedham 72.5 54,243.5          $435.83 $553.63 $989.45
Saugus 67.3 50,309.7          $596.58 $391.38 $987.96
Brookline 69.5 51,959.9          $306.67 $674.84 $981.51
Westwood 72.5 54,243.5          $435.83 $502.36 $938.19
Framingham 55.6 41,565.5          $411.54 $523.89 $935.42
Needham 88.1 65,912.4          $272.30 $655.79 $928.09
Somerville 48.1 35,980.3          $278.97 $622.87 $901.84
Chelsea 59.2 44,276.7          $323.79 $560.56 $884.35
Stoughton 57.1 42,702.9          $276.01 $604.01 $880.01
Northborough 49.8 37,217.8          $283.81 $592.10 $875.91
Braintree 57.0 42,669.9          $352.75 $487.21 $839.96
Randolph 59.0 44,111.8          $359.48 $479.91 $839.39
Arlington 54.2 40,523.3          $336.42 $457.29 $793.71
Watertown 53.0 39,669.0          $264.64 $519.73 $784.36
Weymouth 52.2 39,021.7          $282.27 $486.16 $768.43
Medford 52.0 38,885.0          $308.35 $459.38 $767.73
Holbrook 51.1 38,248.0          $356.40 $401.91 $758.31
Lynn 65.7 49,122.3          $265.31 $485.97 $751.28
Revere 47.1 35,222.8          $184.12 $555.18 $739.30
Wilmington 71.0 53,099.5          $296.39 $405.35 $701.74
Marlborough 45.4 33,951.2          $333.61 $348.14 $681.75
Bedford 57.1 42,747.6          $272.20 $406.23 $678.43
Natick 63.4 47,421.6          $161.48 $493.36 $654.84
Chicopee 61.1 45,688.0          $251.81 $386.01 $637.81
Worcester 57.4 42,914.5          $258.18 $374.07 $632.24
Malden 62.0 46,345.3          $282.53 $346.35 $628.88
Norwood 57.1 42,743.7          $286.44 $320.24 $606.68
Cambridge 38.4 28,757.1          $115.97 $480.38 $596.35
Woburn 90.1 67,409.6          $329.78 $256.52 $586.30
Leominster 57.4 42,968.2          $261.78 $287.23 $549.00
Boston 39.2 29,357.8          $211.39 $295.89 $507.29
Everett 55.1 41,202.1          $133.85 $364.10 $497.95
Waltham 55.7 41,695.5          $171.13 $304.35 $475.48
Peabody 58.6 43,822.6          $193.92 $258.37 $452.29
Wilbraham 52.7 39,385.4          $216.94 $215.88 $432.82
Quincy 40.3 30,160.2          $268.94 $136.61 $405.55
Lynnfield 76.3 57,089.8          $401.50 $0.00 $401.50
Winchester 85.6 64,048.9          $193.18 $201.89 $395.07
Weston 125.5 93,881.3          $395.06 $395.06
Southborough 82.1 61,402.1          $364.55 $364.55
Clinton 67.2 50,238.8          $203.23 $355.65
South Hadley 58.9 44,090.5          $291.06 $291.06
Burlington 52.3 39,137.0          $90.14 $90.86 $181.00

$347.11 $514.63 $861.74

Combined Annual Water and Sewer Charges for
Communities Receiving Services from the MWRA

Household Usage Based on Local, State & Federal Data
2020

Charges include MWRA, community, and alternatively supplied services.
Rates based on consumption provided to DEP by the communities and calculated by MWRA staff.

Average (minus non-sewered communities)



Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Request: Contractor/Drainlayer License

Summary:
Raffaele Construction Corp
Gerardo A. Raffaele 
233 Burrill Street
Swampscott, MA 01907

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material Raffaele_Construction_Corp.pdf Reference















Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

For Approval: ACAC Utility Box Painting Project

Summary:
Adria Arch, Commission for Arts and Culture
Laurie Bogdan, Commission for Arts and Culture

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material Utility_Box_Location_Requests.pdf Reference from ACAC



2021 utility box location requests: 
 

1.   Lake Street / bike path 
 

 

2.   Bates and Broadway 
 

3.  Pleasant and Irving 
 

4.   Park and Park Circle 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

5.    Alton 
 
 

6.  Foster and Mass Ave. 
 
 
 

7.  Appleton/ Florence 
 



Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

For Approval: Food Vendor License

Summary:
Fattoush, 142 Massachusetts Avenue, Karam T. Touma

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material Fattoush_Inspection_Reports.pdf Inspection Reports

Reference
Material Fattoush_FV_Application.pdf Food Vendor Application





































Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

For Discussion and Approval: Metrofire Mutual Aid Agreement

Summary:
Adam W. Chapdelaine, Town Manager
Douglas W. Heim, Town Counsel

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material Metrofire_Mutual_Aid_Agreement_Final_Fillable.pdf Reference
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METROFIRE 

MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT 

FOR JOINT FIRE, RESCUE, and/or AMBULANCE SERVICE 

 

THIS AGREEMENT made and entered into as of the first (1st) Day of November 2021 

between and among the parties signatory hereto. 

WITNESSETH; 

WHEREAS,  it has been determined that the provision of fire, rescue, ambulance and other 

emergency service assistance across jurisdictional lines in emergencies will increase the ability to 

preserve the safety and welfare of the entire area; and 

WHEREAS, Massachusetts General Law Chapter 48, Section 59A allows communities to 

authorize their fire departments to go to the aid of others for extinguishing fires, rendering other 

emergency assistance or performing any detail as ordered by the head of the fire department; and 

WHEREAS, the parties to the agreement wish to continue as they have for decades to 

provide mutual aid fire, rescue, ambulance and other emergency service assistance. 

NOW THEREFORE, the parties hereto do mutually agree as follows: 

1. Declaration of Need for Expanded Mutual Aid 

When a need for assistance in extinguishing fires or rendering any other emergency aid or 

performing any detail exists, the head of the fire department or his/her designee shall notify the 

Metrofire Control Center established by the Operational Plan appended to this Agreement of the 

need for assistance under this agreement. 

2. Operational Plan 

An Operational Plan has been produced to outline the exact procedure to be followed in 

responding to a request for assistance under this Agreement. The head of the fire department or 

his/her designee shall meet at least annually to review and, if necessary, to propose revisions to 

the Operational Plan.  Any such revisions shall become effective upon approval of a majority of 

the Fire Department Chiefs (by whatever title) of the parties to this Agreement. 
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3. Governmental Immunity 

(A) The services performed and the expenditures made under this Agreement shall be 

deemed for public governmental purposes and privileges, and immunities from liability, enjoyed 

by the local government within its boundaries shall extend to its participation under this agreement 

in rendering fire, rescue, ambulance and other emergency service outside its boundaries shall 

extend to its participation under this agreement in rendering fire, rescue, ambulance and other 

emergency service outside its boundaries to the extent the law provides. 

(B) During the course of rendering mutual aid assistance as provided for by this 

Agreement, the municipality rendering such aid shall be responsible for the operation of its 

equipment and for any damage thereto, and subject to the limitations of the municipal liability, for 

personal injury sustained or caused by a member of its fire department, and for any payments 

which is required to make to a member of a said department or to his widow or other dependents 

on account of injuries or death, notwithstanding Paragraph (b) of Subdivision (4) of Section Seven 

of Chapter Thirty-two. 

(C) Each party shall waive any and all claims against all other parties hereto, which 

may arise out of their activities while rendering aid under this Agreement outside their respective 

jurisdictions, to the extent that each party may legally waive such claims. 

4. Employment Benefits 

  All the privileges, immunities from liability and exemptions for laws, ordinances, by-laws 

and regulations which the parties, firefighters, rescue or ambulance attendants, agents and 

employees of the parties have in their own jurisdiction shall extend to and be effective in, and 

while traveling to and from the jurisdiction in which they are giving assistance. 

  

5. Direction of Assistance 

The parties, firefighters, rescue or ambulance attendants, agents, and employees rendering 

assistance under this Agreement shall do so under the direction and control of the appropriate 

official designated by the jurisdiction requesting their aid.  
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6. Duration 

The Agreement supersedes any and all mutual aid agreements previously entered into 

among the parties hereto and shall remain in effect for a period of twenty years from the date of 

the execution; provided it is understood and agreed that a party is not bound by the terms hereof 

unless and until said party as obtained the required authority as set forth in Section 59A of Chapter 

48, and any conditions of such authorization are disclosed to all parties. 

Any of the signatories to this Agreement may terminate their involvement in this 

Agreement, provided, that notice of such termination is first given to each other party to the 

Agreement at least sixty days prior to the date of termination.  Any party which has terminated its 

involvement in this agreement as provided above, may resume participation at any time upon 

written notice duly authorized as required reaccepting this agreement. 

This agreement may be signed in counterpart without the need for all parties to sign the 

same document.  

Amendments to this Agreement shall be in writing and require the same authorization as 

required for initial execution by a signatory 

Community 

_____________________ 

 

Executive Official Signature  Head of Fire Department Signature 

 

___________________________   ___________________________ 

 

Executive Official Printed Name  Head of Fire Department Printed Name 

 

____________________________  ___________________________ 

 

Executive Official Position Title    

 

____________________________    

 

Date      Date 

 

________________________   ___________________________ 
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Metrofire Mutual Aid Agreement Fire Departments 

 

 

 

 

Arlington 

Belmont 

Boston 

Braintree 

Brookline 

Burlington 

Cambridge 

Chelsea 

Dedham 

Everett 

Lexington 

Lynn 

Malden 

Massport 

Medford 

Melrose 

Milton 

Needham 

Newton 

Quincy 

Randolph 

Reading 

Revere 

Saugus 

Somerville 

Stoneham 

Wakefield 

Waltham 

Watertown 

Wellesley 

Weston 

Weymouth 

Winchester 

Winthrop 

Woburn 

 

 



Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Articles for Review:

Summary:
Article 8 Bylaw Amendment/Canine Control Fees & Fines
Article 9 Bylaw Amendment/Display of Notice Fines
Article 10 Bylaw Amendment/Street Performance Definitions
Article 17 Vote/Establishment of Youth and Young Adult Advisory Board, Commission, or Committee Study Committee
Article 19 Vote/Establishment of Town Committee on Residential Development 
 Article 23 Vote/Provision of Town Email Addresses for Town Meeting Members
Article 24 Vote/Town Clerk Study
Article 26 Home Rule Legislation/Ranked Choice Voting

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material W.A._Text.pdf Warrant

Article Text

Reference
Material Memo_from_Town_Counsel_re_2021_ATM_Articles_8__9__10__17__19__23__24_and_26.pdf

Memo from
Town
Counsel

Reference
Material 10_Registered_Voter_Letter.pdf

10
Registered
Voter
Letter

Reference
Material J._Brazile_Reference.pdf

W.A. #8
Reference
J. Brazile

Reference
Material P._Parise__Reference.pdf

W.A. #19
Reference
P. Parise

Reference
Material G._Dennis_Reference.pdf

W.A. #26
Reference
EMC



ARTICLE 8            BYLAW AMENDMENT/CANINE CONTROL FEES & FINES 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town Bylaws, Title VIII, Article 2 (“Canine Control”) 
Section 4 to clarifying canine licensing registration deadlines, and adjust penalties; or take any 
action related thereto. 

(Inserted at the request of the Town Clerk) 
 
ARTICLE 9           BYLAW AMENDMENT/DISPLAY OF NOTICE FINES 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town Bylaws, Title V, Article 1 Section 2 to reduce 
fines for violations greater than twenty days from $500 to $300 in accordance with state law; or 
take any action related thereto. 

(Inserted at the request of the Town Manager) 
 

ARTICLE 10            BYLAW AMENDMENT/STREET PERFORMANCE DEFINITIONS 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town Bylaws, Title III, Article 1, Section 18 (“Street 
Performances”) to expand the definition of “Perform” to allow the creation of items for sale; and 
further to remove or amend the prohibition of street performances in Town parks and recreation 
areas; or take any action related thereto. 

 (Inserted at the request of the Town Manager) 
 

ARTICLE 17                     VOTE/ ESTABLISHMENT OF YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT 
ADVISORY BOARD, COMMISSION, OR COMMITTEE STUDY COMMITTEE 

To see if the Town will vote to form a Committee to study the creation of a Youth and Young 
Adult Advisory Board, Commission, or Committee with the ability to make recommendations to 
the Select Board and reports to Town Meeting regarding youth and young adult involvement in 
governance and youth and young adult input on all issues facing the town; or take any action 
related thereto.   

 (Inserted by the Select Board) 
 

ARTICLE 19                 VOTE/ESTABLISHMENT OF TOWN COMMITTEE 
ON RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT 

To see if the Town will vote to establish a Committee of the Town Meeting to examine the 
current issues related to residential development in the R0, R1, R2, R3, and R4 zoning districts. 
These issues shall include, but not be limited to, effects on the neighborhood during teardown 
and construction activities; new construction impacts on neighborhood character/environment; 
permanent negative impacts on abutters; loss of healthy tree canopy; and exacerbation of 
particular negative impacts on abutters with existing non-conforming lots.  
Members of the Committee shall be appointed by the Town Moderator, and consist of not less 
than 5 nor more than 9 members.  A quorum shall consist of a majority of the appointed 
members.   Members of the Committee shall be residents of the Town, a majority of whom shall 
be persons who are not Town employees and/or have no financial interest (either directly or 
indirectly) in the development, building, or real estate communities. 
The Committee’s objectives will include development of recommendations for proposing new 
zoning and general bylaws and/or amendments, as applicable, to provide long-term mitigation of 
the significant issues identified; or take any action related thereto. 

(Inserted by the Select Board at the request of Paul Parise and ten registered voters) 
 



ARTICLE 23                            VOTE/PROVISION OF TOWN EMAIL ADDRESSES FOR 
TOWN MEETING MEMBERS 

To see if the Town will vote to provide email accounts for the use of primary contact by 
constituents and Town business to all members of the Town Meeting; or take any action related 
thereto. 

(Inserted at the request of Anna Henkin and ten registered voters) 
 

ARTICLE 24                                                  VOTE/TOWN CLERK STUDY 
To see if the Town will vote request and or appropriate a sum of money to study the options for 
conversion of the Town Clerk position from an elected to an appointed office; or take any action 
related thereto.  

(Inserted at the request of the Town Clerk) 
 

ARTICLE 26               HOME RULE LEGISLATION/RANKED CHOICE VOTING 
To see if the Town will vote to authorize and request the Select Board to file Home Rule 
Legislation to elect Town offices by Ranked Choice Voting; or take any action related thereto.  

(Inserted by the Select Board at the request of the Election Modernization Committee) 
 



 
 

Town of Arlington 
Legal Department 

To: Select Board 
 
Cc: Adam Chapdelaine, Town Manager 
 John Leone, Town Moderator 
 Resident and Committee Petitioners 
  
From: Douglas W. Heim, Town Counsel  
 
Date: March 4, 2021 
 
Re: Warrant Articles 8, 9, 10, 17, 19, 23, 24, and 26 
 
 The Legal Department writes to provide the Select Board a summary of the above-

referenced 2021 Annual Town Meeting warrant articles to assist in the Board’s consideration of 

these articles at its upcoming hearings on March 8, 2021. As the Board will recall, where draft 

motions appear, new or additional language is underscored, while removed language is provided 

in “strikethrough.”  

ARTICLE 8    BYLAW AMENDMENT/CANINE CONTROL FEES & FINES  
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town Bylaws, Title VIII, Article 2 (“Canine Control”) 
Section 4 to clarifying canine licensing and registration deadlines, and adjust penalties; or take any 
action related thereto.  

(Inserted at the request of the Town Clerk) 
 
 

Douglas W. Heim 50 Pleasant Street 
Town Counsel Arlington, MA 02476 
 Phone: 781.316.3150 
 Fax: 781.316.3159 
 E-mail: dheim@town.arlington.ma.us 
 Website:  www.arlingtonma.gov 

mailto:dheim@town.arlington.ma.us
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This Article, inserted at the request of the Town Clerk, seeks to update the Town’s 

“Canine Control” Bylaw with respect to annual licensing and registration deadlines, as well as 

fees and fines relate thereto based on the practical experience of the Clerk’s Office with 

administering same and achieving compliance.  The Article represents a more comprehensive 

overhaul of the provisions in question than a similar article shelved during the COVID-shortened 

meeting last year.  The Town Clerk is expected to provide a detailed memo on the rationale for 

these changes, but in brief, these updates should make the licensing section of the bylaw easier to 

understand and enforce.  If the Board is inclined to move positive action, the Clerk has worked 

with this Office to proposed the following vote: 

 
VOTED:  That Title VIII, Article 2 (“Canine Control”) Section 4 (“Licensing”) be and hereby is 
amended throughout to establish clearer and more efficient deadlines and penalties for annual 
dog licensing, enhance clarity for residents, and provide for minor grammar and syntax 
adjustments as follows: 

ARTICLE 2 
CANINE CONTROL 

Section 4. Licensing 

(ART. 25, ATM – 04/27/88) 
(ART. 23, ATM – 05/04/2009) 
(ART. 13 -04/29/13) 
 
A. Licensing Requirement. 
 
1. License required. The owner or keeper of any dog over the age of six months kept in the 
Town of Arlington shall obtain a license for the dog from the Town Clerk. 
 
2. Annual renewal. Licenses issued under this section shall be renewed on an annual basis in 
accordance with procedures to be determined by the Town Clerk. Licenses are issued for the 
calendar year and must be renewed every January, although there is a grace period 
established in sub-section F before fines are assessed. 
 
3. Transfer. Within 30 days of moving into the Town within a licensing period, the owner or 
keeper of a dog must apply to the Town Clerk to transfer the dog’s for a license. The Town 
Clerk shall issue a transfer license for a fee and in accordance with procedures that the Town 
Clerk shall determine. 
 
B. Conditions. 
 
1. Rabies vaccination. The Town Clerk shall not grant a license unless (i) the license applicant 
provides a veterinarian’s certification or notarized letter that the dog has been vaccinated 
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against rabies; or (ii) the dog is exempted from the vaccination requirement by the Town of 
Arlington Board of Health or the Town Clerk in accordance with Section 145B of Chapter 140 
of the General Laws. 
 
2. Control. Any license granted under this section is granted on the condition that the licensed 
dog shall be controlled and restrained from killing, chasing, or harassing livestock or fowl. 
 
3. Previous conviction of animal cruelty. Town Clerk shall not grant a license under this 
section or Section 5, below, to an applicant who has been convicted of one or more of the 
offenses set forth in Section 137D of Chapter 140 of the General Laws within the preceding 
five years. 
 
C. License Forms. 
 
1. Symptoms of rabies. Every license issued to the owner of a dog shall have a description of 
the symptoms of rabies printed thereon, as supplied by the state Department of Public Health. 
 
2. Description of dog. The owner of a dog to be licensed under this section may add to the 
license application form up to ten descriptive words indicating the dog’s color, breed, weight, 
or any special markings. 
 
D. Tags. 
 
1. Issuance. Along with the As proof of license licensure, the Town Clerk shall issue a durable 
tag inscribed with the license number, designation of the Town of Arlington, and the year of 
issue. 
 
2. Affixed to dog. The owner or keeper of the licensed dog shall keep a collar or harness of 
leather or other suitable material affixed around the dog’s neck or body to which the tag shall 
be securely attached. 
 
3. Lost tags. If the tag is lost or destroyed, the owner or keeper shall immediately secure a 
substitute tag from the Town Clerk for a fee to be determined by the Town Clerk. 
 
E. Exemptions. The requirements of this section shall not apply: 
 
(1) to a person to whom the applicable kennel license has been issued under this Bylaw and 
remains in force; or (2) to a dog housed in a research institution. 
 
F. Fees. (ART. 10, ATM – 04/23/18) 
 
1. Annual license fees. The annual license fees are as follows: 
 
a. female: $20 
b. spayed female: $15 
c. male: $20 
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d. neutered male: $15 
 
To be charged the lower fee for licensing a spayed or neutered dog, the license applicant must 
provide proof of spay or neuter in the form of either: (a) a certificate from the veterinarian 
who spayed or neutered the dog; (b) a veterinary bill for performing the procedure; or (c) a 
statement signed under the penalties of perjury by a veterinarian registered and practicing in 
the Commonwealth describing the dog and stating that the veterinarian has examined the dog 
and that the dog appears to be spayed or neutered and therefore incapable of propagation. 
 
2. Failure to comply; penalties. 
 
a. Penalty for failure to comply with licensing requirements. 

Failure to comply with this section shall be punishable by a fine of $50 $25. 

Grace period. Failure to comply with this section within  satisfy licensing requirements before 
the first Thursday following 45 business days of the date that the licensing or re-licensing 
obligation arises will constitute failure to comply with licensing requirements. 

b. Additional late fees. 

Missed year. An additional $50 $25 fine shall be applied where owners fail to register a dog 
for an entire calendar year, due upon registration the following calendar year, and the license 
fee for the missed year must be paid in full. These late fees shall be in addition to any other 
applicable penalty provided for in this Bylaw. 

Multiple penalties. If the owners fail to register a dog for an entire calendar year and apply for 
registration outside of the grace period, the fine will consist of the $25 late fee and the $25 
skipped year fee, due upon registration in the current year.  

 
3. Waiver of fees. 
 
a. Service animal. 
No fee shall be charged for the licensure of a service animal as defined by the Americans with 
Disabilities Act or regulations promulgated thereunder. Late fees apply. 
 
b. Owner aged 70 and over. 
 
If the Town so votes in accordance with Section 139(c) of Chapter 140 of the General Laws, no 
fee shall be charged for the licensure of a dog owned by a person aged 70 years and older. 
Late fees apply. 
 
4. No refund of fees. No license fee paid under this section shall be refunded, in whole or in 
part, due to mistake or due to the subsequent death, loss, spay or neuter, removal from the 
Town or the Commonwealth, or other disposal of the licensed dog.”; and 
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ARTICLE 9             BYLAW AMENDMENT/DISPLAY OF NOTICE FINES 
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town Bylaws, Title V, Article 1 Section 2 to reduce 
fines for violations greater than twenty days from $500 to $300 in accordance with state law; or 
take any action related thereto. 

(Inserted at the request of the Town Manager) 
 

As the Board may recall, this Article addresses the need to update the bylaw fine set forth 

in Title V, Article I (“Display of Notices”), Section 2 of the Town Bylaws following 2019 Town 

Meeting’s successful updates to Arlington signage regulation at Town Meeting; the 

overwhelming majority of which is now set forth in the Zoning Bylaw rather than in multiple 

ordinances.  A side effect of the successful vote on a comprehensive signage Zoning Bylaw was 

that the Town Bylaws’ regulation temporary of “Notices,” such as lost-pet, yard sale, and Town 

committee temporary flyers and signs often placed in or around public ways or on Town 

property, was no longer tethered to state laws governing outdoor advertising (as had been the 

case in years past when certain types of accessory signage were not regulated by the Zoning 

Bylaw).  Accordingly, the Town’s fine for violations of the Bylaw cannot now exceed $300, and 

it is respectfully requested that the Board support the following motion: 

 
VOTED: That Title V, Article I (“Display of Notices”), Section 2. Fines for Violations be and 
hereby is amended by striking the word and number “five” and “500”respectively and replacing 
them with the words “three,” and “300” respectively so as to read as follows as follows:  
 

ARTICLE 1 
DISPLAY OF NOTICES 

 
Section 2. Fines for Violations 
 
Whoever violates any of the provisions of this By-Law shall be punished by a fine of not more 
than one hundred dollars ($100), and whoever, after conviction for such violation unlawfully 
maintains such notice for twenty (20) days thereafter shall be punished by a fine of not more 
than five three hundred dollars ($500300). 
 
 
ARTICLE 10            BYLAW AMENDMENT/STREET PERFORMANCE DEFINITIONS 
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To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town Bylaws, Title III, Article 1, Section 18 (“Street 
Performances”) to expand the definition of “Perform” to allow the creation of items for sale; and 
further to remove or amend the prohibition of street performances in Town parks and recreation 
areas; or take any action related thereto. 

 (Inserted at the request of the Town Manager) 
 

 This article was originally developed by the Arlington Commission on Arts and Culture 

(“ACAC”) in consultation with the Department of Planning and Community Development for 

the purpose of fostering a wider variety of artists and creative vendors by enabling them to sell 

their works and goods on public ways and in park and recreation areas.  It is my understanding 

that further examination of the issues is necessary, and as such, it is respectfully requested that 

no action be taken in this Town Meeting cycle. 

 
ARTICLE 17  VOTE/ ESTABLISHMENT OF YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT 

ADVISORY BOARD, COMMISSION, OR COMMITTEE STUDY 
COMMITTEE  

 
To see if the Town will vote to form a Committee to study the creation of a Youth and Young 
Adult Advisory Board, Commission, or Committee with the ability to make recommendations to 
the Select Board and reports to Town Meeting regarding youth and young adult involvement in 
governance and youth and young adult input on all issues facing the town; or take any action 
related thereto. 
 

 (Inserted by the Select Board) 
 
 As the Board will recall, you inserted this article to explore the options and parameters 

for creation of an Arlington Youth and Young Adult Advisory Board via study committee of 

Town Meeting.  While I expect Board Member Mr. Diggins will elaborate on this proposal for 

hearing, the overall goal is to study whether or not a youth-based advisory board can and should 

be created to obtain youth perspective on government decisions, what the scope and composition 

of such board should be, and report back to Town Meeting.  A draft vote to such an effect could 

be as follows:  
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VOTED:   
 
That Town Meeting hereby establishes a “Youth and Young Adult Advisory Board Study 
Committee” to be structured, organized, and charged as follows: 

 
 

Youth and Young Adult Advisory Board Study Committee 
 

I. Committee Membership and Organization 
 

A. The Committee shall consist of  the following members: 

• Four (4) Arlington students appointed by the Town Moderator, two (2) of 
whom shall be currently enrolled Arlington Public Schools student; and 
two (2) of who shall be Arlington residents presently enrolled in  middle 
school or high school’ 

• One (1) member of the Select Board, or their designee; 

• One (1) member of the School Committee, or their designee; 

• One (1) member of the Library Board of Trustees as determined by such 
commission; 

• One (1) member of the LGBTQIA+ Rainbow Commission as determined 
by such commission; 

• One (1) member of the Board of Youth Services; as determined by such 
Board; 

• One (1) member of the Park & Recreation Commission; as determined by 
such commission; and  

• One (1) member of Envision Arlington Standing Committee or their 
designee; as determined by such committee. 
 

 
B. Quorum 

 
A majority of voting members shall constitute a quorum, and decisions 
shall be based on the vote of a simple majority of those committee 
members present and voting. 

 
C. Organization and First Meeting 
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The initial meeting of the Study Committee shall be convened by the 
designee of the Select Board, and the first order of business shall be the 
self-organization of the study committee through the election of one or 
more chairs, whose responsibility shall be to convene and preside over all 
future meetings, as well as a clerk, whose duties shall include the proper 
posting of meeting agendas and minutes. The Study Committee shall 
designate any other officers as it sees fit. 

 
 II. Committee Charge & Reporting 
 

A. The Study Committee shall study the need, value, and options for the creation 
and operation of a permanent board or committee aimed towards fostering 
youth and young adult involvement in governance and youth and young adult 
input on all issues facing the town. 
 

B. The Study Committee shall be encouraged to examine and compare models 
for obtaining youth and young adult input and feedback as well as the overall 
structures and functions of a Youth and Young Adult Advisory Board or 
similar entity. 
 

C. The Study Committee shall report its recommendations to the 2022 Annual 
Town Meeting. 

 
III. Dissolution  
 

The study committee will be dissolved concurrent with the dissolution of the 2022 
Annual Town Meeting, unless there is a vote of Town Meeting to effectuate an earlier 
dissolution or other amendment. 

 
 
 
ARTICLE 19     VOTE/ESTABLISHMENT OF TOWN COMMITTEE  

ON RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT  
 
To see if the Town will vote to establish a Committee of the Town Meeting to examine the current 
issues related to residential development in the R0, R1, R2, R3, and R4 zoning districts. These issues 
shall include, but not be limited to, effects on the neighborhood during teardown and construction 
activities; new construction impacts on neighborhood character/environment; permanent negative 
impacts on abutters; loss of healthy tree canopy; and exacerbation of particular negative impacts on 
abutters with existing non-conforming lots.  
 
Members of the Committee shall be appointed by the Town Moderator, and consist of not less than 5 
nor more than 9 members. A quorum shall consist of a majority of the appointed members. Members 
of the Committee shall be residents of the Town, a majority of whom shall be persons who are not 
Town employees and/or have no financial interest (either directly or indirectly) in the development, 
building, or real estate communities.  
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The Committee’s objectives will include development of recommendations for proposing new zoning 
and general bylaws and/or amendments, as applicable, to provide long-term mitigation of the 
significant issues identified; or take any action related thereto. 
 

(Inserted at the request of Paul Parise and ten registered voters) 
 

 This article returns from the 2020 Annual Town Meeting Warrant after such Meeting was 

truncated due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  I expect the proponent of this resident petition article 

will again present his rationale for creation a new committee of Town Meeting to study 

residential development in Arlington and make recommendations for new Zoning and Town 

bylaw amendments.  As noted for last year’s hearing, creation of such a study and report 

committee is within the authority of Town Meeting generally.  However, it should be understood 

that only the Arlington Redevelopment Board, as the Planning Board of Arlington has the 

authority and obligation to hear proposals on zoning bylaw amendments and make 

recommendations for the purposes set forth in G.L. c. 40A sec. 5.   

 Additionally, the definition of financial interest in “development, building, or real estate 

communities” set forth in the Article remains quite broad.  If the Board is inclined to move in the 

affirmative, some consideration should be given to sharpening the requirements or limitations of 

membership of such a committee for the Town Moderator’s benefit. 

 
 
ARTICLE 24        VOTE/TOWN CLERK STUDY  
 
To see if the Town will vote request and or appropriate a sum of money to study the options for 
conversion of the Town Clerk position from an elected to an appointed office; or take any action 
related thereto.  

(Inserted at the request of the Town Clerk) 
 

This article was inserted at the request of the Town Clerk and proposes to study the 

conversion of such office from elected to appointed, similar to the conversion of the Office of the 

Town Treasurer several years ago. The Finance Committee voted to support funding for the 

study by a vote of 14-2.  As an appropriation, the controlling motion belongs to the Finance 

Committee, but given the nature of the matter, the Select Board can of course take the 

opportunity to comment or decline to do so. 
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ARTICLE 23 VOTE/PROVISION OF TOWN EMAIL ADDRESSES 
FOR TOWN MEETING MEMBERS  

 
To see if the Town will vote to provide email accounts for the use of primary contact by constituents 
and Town business to all members of the Town Meeting; or take any action related thereto.  
 

(Inserted at the request of Anna Henkin and ten registered voters) 
 
This resident-petition article, inserted at the request of Anna Henkin seeks to provide 

Town Meeting Members town e-mail accounts for official business.  At present, the Town’s 

Information Technology Department makes e-mail accounts available to elected and appointed 

officials as deemed appropriate and necessary subject to the Town’s “Acceptable Use Policy.”  

However, Town Meeting Members are not provided email addresses and it is not clear to this 

Office that they could be required to use them, even for official purposes.   

 

As “representative voters,” Town Meeting members are part-time representatives, but the 

State's Conflict of Interest Laws, and the Open Meeting Law have not been applied to Town 

Meeting members, Precinct Meetings, etc. because they are not considered regular or special 

municipal employees, but rather residents with a voting right at a “closed” Town Meeting.  

Similarly, the application of public records laws are likely highly fact dependent relative to 

Town Meeting Members. Provision of a Town email address could tip the scales towards making 

communications using such addresses matters of public record.   

 
 
ARTICLE 26    HOME RULE LEGISLATION/RANKED CHOICE VOTING 
 
To see if the Town will vote to authorize and request the Select Board to file Home Rule 
Legislation to elect Town offices by Ranked Choice Voting, or take any action related thereto. 
 

(Inserted by the Select Board and at the request of the Election Modernization 
Committee)  

 
This Article returns to the 2021 Annual Town Meeting warrant following a request from 

the Election Modernization Committee to postpone its consideration at the November 2020 

Special Town Meeting, which the Board previously supported.  The crux of the proposal remains 

the same – to amend the Town Manager Act to employ “ranked choice voting” for qualifying 

elected Town Offices.  The EMC will re-present the Board with its full proposal and any 
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updates, but in summary, “ranked choice voting” (“RCV”) is an electoral method by which 

voters rank candidates by preference rather than voting for a single candidate in each individual 

seat (or even multiple candidates where more than one seat is available).  In a standard race for a 

single seat with multiple candidates, if any one candidate achieves a majority of so-called “first-

preference” votes, they are the winner and the election is over.   

If however there is no candidate winning a majority, rather than award the seat to a 

person who achieved under 50% of first-preference votes, a second tally is performed of the 

same ballots.  Under this second tally, the candidate or candidates who received the fewest first-

place votes are eliminated and the ballots that ranked them first are re-tabulated, elevating the 

second-preference of such voters to their first.  These new tallies are conducted until any 

candidate has won a majority of the rank-adjusted votes. 

 While an RCV ballot question did not pass 2020 Massachusetts Statewide Election on 

November 3, 2020, for state officials and congressional races, RCV is utilized at the local level 

in several Massachusetts jurisdictions, including the Cambridge City Council and School 

Committee.  If the Board is inclined toward favorable action, a positive motion could be as 

follows (based on the Board’s previous vote and comment for the Special Town Meeting). 

 

 

 

VOTED: That the Town does hereby request and authorize the Select Board to file Home Rule 
Legislation to provide substantially as follows: 
 

“AN ACT AMENDING THE TOWN MANAGER ACT OF ARLINGTON RELATIVE TO 
RANKED CHOICE VOTING” 

 
Section 1. Chapter 503 of the Acts of 1952 (The Town Manager Act of Arlington) as 
subsequently amended, is hereby amended by inserting a new Section 8B “Ranked Choice 
Voting” as follows: 
 

Section 8B.  Ranked Choice Voting 
 
The offices of Select Board, School Committee, Town Clerk, Moderator, Housing Authority, 
and Board of Assessors shall be elected by ranked choice voting at the annual election. 
“Ranked choice voting” shall mean a method of casting and tabulating ballots in which 
voters rank candidates for office in order of preference. Ranked choice voting shall apply to a 
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single-seat office only when the number of candidates exceeds two and to a multi-seat office 
when the number of candidates exceeds the number of seats to be elected. Ranked choice 
voting elections shall be tabulated in rounds as follows. 

 
(a) For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings: 

1. "Batch elimination" means the simultaneous defeat of multiple candidates for whom it 
is mathematically impossible to be elected. 
2. "Concluded ballot" means a ballot that does not rank any continuing candidate, 
contains an overvote at the highest continuing ranking, or contains two or more 
sequential skipped rankings before its highest continuing ranking. 
3. "Continuing candidate" means a candidate who has not been defeated or elected. 
4. “Election threshold” means the number of votes above which a candidate is elected in 
a multi-seat election. It is calculated by dividing the total number of votes counting for 
continuing candidates in the first round by the sum of one and the number of seats to be 
elected. 
5. "Highest-ranked continuing candidate" means the continuing candidate with the 
highest ranking on a voter's ballot. 
6. "Last-place candidate" means (i) the candidate with the lowest vote total in a round of 
the ranked-choice voting tabulation; or (ii) a candidate that is defeated in batch 
elimination. 
7. "Overvote" means a circumstance in which a voter ranks more than one candidate at 
the same ranking. 
8. "Ranking" means the number assigned on a ballot by a voter to a candidate to express 
the voter's preference for that candidate. Ranking number one is the highest ranking, 
ranking number two is the next-highest ranking and so on. 
9. "Skipped ranking" means a circumstance in which a voter does not use a ranking and 
ranks a candidate with a subsequent ranking. 
10. “Surplus fraction” is a number equal to the difference between an elected 
candidate’s vote total and the election threshold, divided by the candidate’s vote total. 
11. “Transfer value” means the proportion of a vote that a ballot will count to its 
highest-ranked continuing candidate. Each ballot begins with a transfer value of one. If a 
ballot counts to the election of a candidate under subsection (c)(1), it receives a lower 
transfer value. 

 
(b) In any single-seat election, each round begins by counting the number of votes for each 
continuing candidate. Each ballot counts as one vote for its highest-ranked continuing 
candidate. Concluded ballots are not counted for any continuing candidate. Each round then 
ends with one of the following two outcomes: 

1. If there are more than two continuing candidates, the last-place candidate is defeated, 
or the last-place candidates are defeated in batch elimination, and a new round begins. 
2. Otherwise, the candidate with the fewest votes is defeated, the candidate with the most 
votes is elected, and tabulation is complete. 

 
(c) In any multi-seat election, each round begins by counting the number of votes for each 
continuing candidate. Each ballot counts, at its current transfer value, for its highest-ranked 
continuing candidate. Concluded ballots are not counted for any continuing candidate. In the 
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first round only, the election threshold is then calculated. Each round then ends with one of 
the following three outcomes: 

1. If at least one candidate has more votes than the election threshold, then all such 
candidates are elected. Each ballot counting for an elected candidate is assigned a new 
transfer value by multiplying the ballot’s current transfer value by the surplus fraction 
for the candidate. Each elected candidate is deemed to have a number of votes equal to 
the election threshold in all future rounds, and a new round begins. 
2. If no candidate has more votes than the election threshold and the sum of the number 
of elected candidates and continuing candidates is more than the sum of one and the 
number of seats to be elected, the last-place candidate is defeated, or the last-place 
candidates are defeated in batch elimination, and a new round begins. 
3. Otherwise, the continuing candidate with fewest votes is defeated, all other continuing 
candidates are elected, and tabulation is complete. 

 
(d) A candidate is defeated in “batch elimination” if the number of elected and continuing 
candidates with more votes than that candidate is greater than the number of seats to be 
elected, and if one of the following applies: (i) The candidate's current vote total plus all votes 
that could possibly be transferred to the candidate in future rounds is not enough to equal or 
surpass the candidate with the next-higher current vote total; or (ii) the candidate has fewer 
votes than a candidate described in (i). 

 
(e) If two or more last-place candidates are tied and batch elimination does not apply, the 
candidate with the fewest votes in the prior round is defeated. If two or more such tied 
candidates were tied in the prior round, the second tie shall be decided by referring similarly 
to the standing of candidates, in terms of votes, in the second-prior round. This principle shall 
be applied successively as many times as necessary, a tie shown in any prior round being 
decided by referring to the standing of the candidates in the round immediately preceding the 
tie. 

 
(f) The Town Clerk shall have the authority to make any changes to the ranked choice voting 
ballot and tabulation process necessary to ensure the integrity and smooth functioning of the 
election, provided that ranked choice voting shall still be used and the smallest number of 
changes are made to achieve such purpose. 

 
Section 2. This Act shall take effect upon its passage.” 
 

 
 









  
Town of Arlington 
Office of the Town Clerk 
Massachusetts Avenue 
Arlington, MA 02476 
 Tel: 781-316-3070 
 Fax: 781-316-3079 
MEMO 
 
TO: Select Board 
FROM: Juli Brazile, Town Clerk 
DATE: March 3, 2021 
RE: Article 8 - 2021 Annual Town Meeting 
 
The proposed changes to Section 4 – Licensing of the Canine Control bylaw seek to accomplish two 
goals.  First, to make them easier to enforce by reducing the late fee from $50 to $25 so simple lapses 
are not so financially painful. Second, to more clearly spell out the procedures and deadlines for 
renewals, as well as new registrations. 
 
In English: 
 
All dogs should be registered each year. 

• The deadline to renew is January.  
• New adult dogs should register within 30 days of moving to town. 
• Puppies should register when they are six months old.  
• For all of these deadlines there is a 45-day grace period that ends the next Thursday at 7 pm, 

which is the day our office is open late. 
 
The basic fine is lower, but multiple fines can be assessed. 

• The fine for missing these deadlines is reduced from $50 to $25. 
• The fine for missing an entire year is $25 and the payment of the fee for the previous year. 
• The late fees apply to owners who do not otherwise pay to license their dog. 

 
I have also prepared a chart that shows how the fines play out over time.  

• The dates are made up and show owners either on time/within the grace period or late.  
• This chart reflects the fee of $15/month for altered dogs. 
• The total shown in the far right column is the check the owner would have to write in that year.  
• The cost per year is reflected along with a note of how that compares to the base rate of $15. 

 
Note:  We don’t charge a registration fee to owners 70 and older or to register guide dogs – they would 
only pay the fines. 
 
 



ARTICLE 2 
CANINE CONTROL 
Section 4. Licensing 
(ART. 25, ATM – 04/27/88) 
(ART. 23, ATM – 05/04/2009) 
(ART. 13 -04/29/13) 
 
A. Licensing Requirement. 
 
1. License required. The owner or keeper of any dog over the age of six months kept 
in the Town of Arlington shall obtain a license for the dog from the Town Clerk. 
 
2. Annual renewal. Licenses issued under this section shall be renewed on an annual 
basis in accordance with procedures to be determined by the Town Clerk. Licenses 
are issued for the calendar year and must be renewed every January, although there 
is a grace period established in sub-section F before fines are assessed. 
 
3. Transfer. Within 30 days of moving into the Town within a licensing period, the 
owner or keeper of a dog must apply to the Town Clerk to transfer the dog’s for a 
license. The Town Clerk shall issue a transfer license for a fee and in accordance with 
procedures that the Town Clerk shall determine. 
 
B. Conditions. 
 
1. Rabies vaccination. The Town Clerk shall not grant a license unless (i) the license 
applicant provides a veterinarian’s certification or notarized letter that the dog has 
been vaccinated against rabies; or (ii) the dog is exempted from the vaccination 
requirement by the Town of Arlington Board of Health or the Town Clerk in accordance 
with Section 145B of Chapter 140 of the General Laws. 
 
2. Control. Any license granted under this section is granted on the condition that the 
licensed dog shall be controlled and restrained from killing, chasing, or harassing 
livestock or fowl. 
 
3. Previous conviction of animal cruelty. Town Clerk shall not grant a license under 
this section or Section 5, below, to an applicant who has been convicted of one or 
more of the offenses set forth in Section 137D of Chapter 140 of the General Laws 
within the preceding five years. 
 
C. License Forms. 
 
1. Symptoms of rabies. Every license issued to the owner of a dog shall have a 
description of the symptoms of rabies printed thereon, as supplied by the state 



Department of Public Health. 
 
2. Description of dog. The owner of a dog to be licensed under this section may add to 
the license application form up to ten descriptive words indicating the dog’s color, 
breed, weight, or any special markings. 
 
D. Tags. 
 
1. Issuance. Along with the As proof of license licensure, the Town Clerk shall issue a 
durable tag inscribed with the license number, designation of the Town of Arlington, 
and the year of issue. 
 
2. Affixed to dog. The owner or keeper of the licensed dog shall keep a collar or 
harness of leather or other suitable material affixed around the dog’s neck or body to 
which the tag shall be securely attached. 
 
3. Lost tags. If the tag is lost or destroyed, the owner or keeper shall immediately 
secure a substitute tag from the Town Clerk for a fee to be determined by the Town 
Clerk. 
 
E. Exemptions. The requirements of this section shall not apply: 
 
(1) to a person to whom the applicable kennel license has been issued under this 
Bylaw and remains in force; or (2) to a dog housed in a research institution. 
 
F. Fees. (ART. 10, ATM – 04/23/18) 
 
1. Annual license fees. The annual license fees are as follows: 
 
a. female: $20 
b. spayed female: $15 
c. male: $20 
d. neutered male: $15 
 
To be charged the lower fee for licensing a spayed or neutered dog, the license 
applicant must provide proof of spay or neuter in the form of either: (a) a certificate 
from the veterinarian who spayed or neutered the dog; (b) a veterinary bill for 
performing the procedure; or (c) a statement signed under the penalties of perjury by a 
veterinarian registered and practicing in the Commonwealth describing the dog and 
stating that the veterinarian has examined the dog and that the dog appears to be 
spayed or neutered and therefore incapable of propagation. 
 
2. Failure to comply; penalties. 
 
a. Penalty for failure to comply with licensing requirements. 

Failure to comply with this section shall be punishable by a fine of $50 $25. 



Grace period. Failure to comply with this section within  satisfy licensing requirements 
before the first Thursday following 45 business days of the date that the licensing or 
re-licensing obligation arises will constitute failure to comply with licensing 
requirements. 

b. Additional late fees. 

Missed year. An additional $50 $25 fine shall be applied where owners fail to register 
a dog for an entire calendar year, due upon registration the following calendar year, 
and the license fee for the missed year must be paid in full. These late fees shall be in 
addition to any other applicable penalty provided for in this Bylaw. 

Multiple penalties. If the owners fail to register a dog for an entire calendar year and 
apply for registration outside of the grace period, the fine will consist of the $25 late 
fee and the $25 skipped year fee, due upon registration in the current year.  

 
3. Waiver of fees. 
 
a. Service animal. 
No fee shall be charged for the licensure of a service animal as defined by the 
Americans with Disabilities Act or regulations promulgated thereunder. Late fees 
apply. 
 
b. Owner aged 70 and over. 
 
If the Town so votes in accordance with Section 139(c) of Chapter 140 of the General 
Laws, no fee shall be charged for the licensure of a dog owned by a person aged 70 
years and older. Late fees apply. 
 
4. No refund of fees. No license fee paid under this section shall be refunded, in whole 
or in part, due to mistake or due to the subsequent death, loss, spay or neuter, 
removal from the Town or the Commonwealth, or other disposal of the licensed dog.”; 
and 



Dog Fine Analysis

1 base late skip total 2 base late skip total
18-Dec 15 4-Jan 15
19-Jan 15 10-Dec 15

30-Nov 15
30-Mar 15 25 $40 15-Jan 15 15 25 *  $55

8-Jan 15 1-Dec 15

late once - cost per year $20 (+5) skip a year - cost per year $20 (+5)

3 base late skip total 4 base late skip total
8-Jan 15 17-Dec 15

10-Dec 15
1-Dec 15 15 25 $55

5-Apr 15 25 25 **  $65
1-Dec 15 5-Jan 15 15 25 $55

skip a year and late - cost per year $22 (+7) skip twice - cost per year $25 (+10)

5 base late skip total * bylaw written that you must make up missed
20-Dec 15 registration if you skip AND you pay a fine

8-May 15 25 25 $65 ** multiple errors you pay the late fee in lieu of 
making up the annual fee

5-Jan 15 15 25 $55

skip twice and late - cost per year $27 (+12)









Subject: Re: Warrant Article Hearing Select Board Meeting 3/8/2021 
To: Ashley Maher <AMaher@town.arlington.ma.us> 
From: Greg Dennis <gdennis@alum.mit.edu> 
Date: 03/03/2021 10:47 PM 
CC: "tmm19.joconor@gmail.com" <tmm19.joconor@gmail.com>, Lauren Costa <LCosta@town.arlington.ma.us> 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Town of Arlington's email 
system. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the REAL 
sender (whose email address in the From: line in "< >" brackets) and you know 
the content is safe. 

 
Hi Ashley, 
 
Here are some comments for the Board: 
 
Select Board, 
 
As you may recall, at last year's Special Town Meeting, the Election 
Modernization Committee placed three articles on the warrant, and we were 
grateful to receive the Select Board's unanimous endorsement of all three. 
For a number of reasons, the complexity of the new online Town Meeting 
format being among them, we later changed our recommended vote on the third 
article--the adoption of Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) for town offices--to No 
Action, with the intention of postponing it until the April regular Town 
Meeting. 
 
As promised, we have now brought that article back for consideration by the 
Select Board and Town Meeting this year. We used the additional months to 
study some of the nuances of the application of RCV to Arlington elections in 
further detail and to debate and discuss some proposed amendments to our main 
motion. Our discussions gave us a deeper understanding of how it would be 
implemented and resulted in one substantive change to the motion: that the 
question of whether to adopt RCV for town elections, in addition to the 
required approval by the State, must appear before Arlington voters on the 
ballot for their approval, too. 
 
The reasons why we favor adoption of RCV are the same as those articulated in 
our report to Special Town Meeting: (a) ensuring majoritarian election 
outcomes, (b) enabling more candidates to run by eliminating the threat of 
vote-splitting, (c) boosting voter turnout, (d) promoting diverse 
representation, (e) removing strategic voting incentives, and (f) fostering 
civil campaigns. 
 
Thank you, 
Greg Dennis 
Clerk, Election Modernization Committee 
 



Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Articles for Review:

Summary:
Article 12 Bylaw Amendment/Changing Columbus Day to Indigenous Peoples Day
Article 13 Bylaw Amendment/Adding Juneteenth Independence Day to Holidays
Article 78 Resolution/Tree Canopy As A Public Health Resource
Article 80 Resolution/Facilities Department Report/Clarify Responsibilities, Track Progress of the Department of Facilities and Maintenance
Article 82 Resolution/Advanced Registration and Organization of Town Meeting Speakers
Article 83 Resolution/Protocols for Deliberative Collaboration in Town Government Initiated Citizen
Article 84 Resolution/Formally Invite Arlington Housing Authority Representatives to Present to Town Meeting
Article 85 Resolution/Acknowledging Native Lands
Article 86 Resolution/Celebrating Indigenous Peoples Day
Article 87 Resolution/Overnight Parking Waiver for Residents of Multi-Family Dwellings in Precinct 4
Article 88 Resolution/Resident Parking Program for Precinct 4
Article 91 Resolution/Declare Climate Emergency in the Town of Arlington

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description

Reference
Material Draft_Votes_and_Comments_No._1_Articles_Votes_and_Comments_for_Articles._12__13__78__80__02__84__85__86__87_and_88.pdf
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Comments



 
 

Town of Arlington 
Legal Department 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO:  Select Board 
 
FROM: Douglas W. Heim 
 
DATE:  March 5, 2020 
 
RE:  Votes and Comments for Articles: 12, 13, 78, 80, 82, 84, 85, 86, 87, and 88 

  
 
 
 I write to provide the Board the following as draft Final Votes and Comments for your 
consideration at the March 9, 2020 Select Board meeting regarding the previously heard, above-
referenced warrant articles. 
 
 
ARTICLE 12 BYLAW AMENDMENT/CHANGING COLUMBUS DAY TO 

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES DAY 
 
 
VOTED:  That Title I, Article 6, Section 16 (“Holidays”) of the Town Bylaws be and is 
hereby amended to strike the words “Columbus Day” and insert the words “Indigenous 
Peoples Day (known as the state and federal holiday ‘Columbus Day’)” so as to read as 
follows: 
 
Section 16. Holidays  
(ART. 44, ATM –06/16/97) (ART. 17, ATM – 05/30/07)  

Douglas W. Heim 50 Pleasant Street 
Town Counsel Arlington, MA 02476 
 Phone: 781.316.3150 
 Fax: 781.316.3159 
 E-mail: dheim@town.arlington.ma.us 
 Website:  www.arlingtonma.gov 

mailto:dheim@town.arlington.ma.us
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In order to qualify for holiday credit, a regular employee shall have worked on the last 
regularly scheduled work day prior to, and the next regularly scheduled work day 
following such holiday, unless it is an absence for which compensation is payable as 
provided under this by-law.  
 
The following days in each year shall be considered as holiday credits:  
 
 New Year's Day    Labor Day  
 Martin Luther King Day  Columbus Day Indigenous Peoples Day (known as 

the state and federal holiday “Columbus Day”) 
 Washington's Birthday   Veterans' Day  
 Patriot's Day    Thanksgiving Day 
 Memorial Day    Christmas  
  Independence Day    Christmas Eve Day if same Falls on a 

Monday 
       Through Friday 
 
Whenever a holiday falls on Saturday, another working day off with pay shall be arranged 
at the discretion of the department head. Good Friday shall be considered as half day 
holiday credit. The day following Thanksgiving shall be treated as a holiday unless an 
employee is scheduled to work same by the department head in which event the employee 
will be granted another day off at the discretion of the department head. 
 
 

(5 – 0) 
 

        
COMMENT: This Article, inserted at the request Arlington Human Rights Commission, seeks 
to amend the Town Bylaws to rename the federal and state holiday on the second Monday in 
October known as “Columbus Day” to “Indigenous Peoples Day”.  The holiday falls annually on 
the second Monday in October.  The proposed amendment is a piece of a wider effort to 
celebrate and recognize the heritage of the peoples indigenous to Massachusetts and Arlington in 
lieu of the often mythologized 15th Century explorer Christopher Columbus and his expeditions 
and colonies established on behalf of the Spanish Crown.   
 
The Select Board unanimously recommends positive action on this article, and notes that the 
Massachusetts Legislature is presently considering similar changes to the state law.  We further 
note that the above motion includes the language “known as the state and federal holiday 
‘Columbus Day’” to make it clear that a new holiday is not being created for Town employees. 
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ARTICLE 13                BYLAW AMENDMENT/ADDING JUNETEENTH 
INDEPENDENCE DAY TO HOLIDAYS 

 
VOTED:  That Title I, Article 6, Section 16 (“Holidays”) of the Town Bylaws is hereby 
amended to add a new holiday “Juneteenth Independence Day” so as to read as follows: 
 
Section 16. Holidays  
(ART. 44, ATM –06/16/97) (ART. 17, ATM – 05/30/07)  
 
In order to qualify for holiday credit, a regular employee shall have worked on the last 
regularly scheduled work day prior to, and the next regularly scheduled work day 
following such holiday, unless it is an absence for which compensation is payable as 
provided under this by-law.  
 
The following days in each year shall be considered as holiday credits:  
 
 New Year's Day    Labor Day  
 Martin Luther King Day   Columbus Day 
 Washington's Birthday   Veterans' Day  
 Patriot's Day    Thanksgiving Day 
 Memorial Day    Christmas  
  Juneteenth Independence Day Christmas Eve Day if same falls on a Monday  
  Independence Day   Through Friday 
        
 
Whenever a holiday falls on Saturday, another working day off with pay shall be arranged 
at the discretion of the department head. Good Friday shall be considered as half day 
holiday credit. The day following Thanksgiving shall be treated as a holiday unless an 
employee is scheduled to work same by the department head in which event the employee 
will be granted another day off at the discretion of the department head. 
 

(5 – 0) 
 
COMMENT: This Article has also been inserted at the request of the Arlington Human Rights 
Commission for the purpose of recognize a Massachusetts state holiday – Juneteenth 
Independence Day – a celebration of the anniversary of June 19, 1865, when African-Americans 
in Galveston, Texas first learned of the Emancipation Proclamation, passed more than two years 
earlier.  The Commonwealth originally recognized Juneteenth in 2007 as set forth in G.L. c. 6 
sec. 15BBBBB, but on a Sunday.  In 2020, Massachusetts’ recognition of the holiday was 
amended so that it would be observed on the 19th of June and thus created a new observed 
holiday. 
 
The Board thus recommends positive action on this article to join the State in commemorating 
the importance of Juneteenth.  As a technical matter, it should be noted that the Town is still 
working on how the observance of Juneteenth will affect various Town employees and collective 
bargaining units. 
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ARTICLE 78 RESOLUTION/TREE CANOPY AS A 

PUBLIC HEALTH RESOURCE 
 
VOTED:  That no action be taken on Article 78. 
 

( 4 – 1) Mr. Diggins voted in the negative. 
 
COMMENT:  As a general matter, the Select Board supports recognizing and sustaining the 
value of Arlington’s tree canopy.  It is not yet clear what the resolution proposes to add to the 
Town’s commitment to or recognition of such a resource whether articulated in the Town’s 
already existing “Tree Protection and Preservation Bylaw;” evidenced in the work of the Tree 
Committee established by the Select Board; or protected by the Town’s Wetlands Bylaw, or the 
General Law’s public shade tree laws.    For example, the Town’s Tree Preservation bylaw 
highlights the importance of trees relative to air quality, heat, noise pollution, and flood control, 
as well as their aesthetic value.  While a minority of the Board sees no harm in forwarding the 
resolution to Town Meeting, the majority does not wish to recommend a resolution without 
understanding with some specificity what the resolution seeks to recognize where there is broad 
agreement between the Select Board, Town Departments, and Town Meeting. 
 
 
ARTICLE 80                         RESOLUTION/FACILITIES DEPARTMENT 

REPORT/CLARIFY RESPONSIBILITIES, TRACK 
PROGRESS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF FACILITIES AND 
MAINTENANCE 

 
 
VOTED:  That no action be taken on Article 80. 
 

(5 – 0)  
 
COMMENT:  The Select Board appreciates the proponent’s proposal and discussion about 
establishing regular reporting on the state of Arlington’s facilities in a public meeting of the 
Board.  The Board makes this recommended vote of no action because a resolution of Town 
Meeting is not required for the Select Board to take this valuable idea under advisement.  Indeed, 
rather than vote to recommend a Town Meeting discussion of a matter under its jurisdiction, the 
Select Board voted to establish a bi-annual facilities reporting schedule and set forth parameters 
for same after hearing.   
 
 
ARTICLE 82 RESOLUTION/ADVANCED REGISTRATION AND 

ORGANIZATION OF TOWN MEETING SPEAKERS 
 
VOTED:  That no action be taken or Article 82. 

 
(4 – 1) Mr. Diggins voted in the negative. 
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COMMENT: The Select Board appreciates the goals of the proponent, but also respects the 
Town Moderator’s objections, as well as Arlington’s long-standing practices in a representative 
Town Meeting.  Town Meeting may by resolution comment on the Moderator’s administration 
of the Meeting of course.  However, in sum, while well intentioned, the Moderator has serious 
concerns about developing speaker lists or limiting discourse outside of the proceedings of the 
Meeting in ordinary contexts.  The majority of the Board is inclined to defer to the Moderator. 
 
 
ARTICLE 83                            RESOLUTION/PROTOCOLS FOR DELIBERATIVE  

COLLABORATION IN TOWN GOVERNMENT INITIATED CITIZEN 
 
VOTED:  That no action be taken or Article 83. 

 
(4 – 1) Mr. Diggins voted in the negative. 

 
COMMENT:  The Select Board recognizes the issues highlighted by the proponent and respects 
the desire to provide training and resources to boards and commissions where needed.  However, 
Town Meeting has no authority to require any public body engage in such programs.  Moreover, 
it would seem more appropriate to evaluate the need for such resources on a case-by-case basis 
and then work with relevant town or school departments and support staff to identify available 
training opportunities tailored to specific circumstances. 
 
 
ARTICLE 84 RESOLUTION/FORMALLY INVITE ARLINGTON 

HOUSING AUTHORITY REPRESENTATIVES TO 
PRESENT TO TOWN MEETING 

 
VOTED:  That no action be taken on Article 84. 
 

(5 – 0)  
 

COMMENT: The Select Board supports an invitation being extended to the Arlington Housing 
Authority (“AHA”), but notes that neither it, nor Town Meeting have any authority to require 
AHA, which is governed by the State’s Department of Housing and Community Development, 
not the Town.  The Board urges no action because the Town Moderator, present at hearing, 
advised the proponent and the Board that he will extend an invitation to AHA this year and every 
following year. 
 

 
ARTICLE 85                                     RESOLUTION/ACKNOWLEDGING NATIVE 

LANDS 
 
VOTED:  That Town Meeting hereby Adopts the following resolution previously adopted 
by the Select Board on January 25, 2020:  
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RESOLVED that all Town entities are encouraged to celebrate and recognize the heritage 
of the peoples indigenous to Massachusetts and Arlington by including the following land 
acknowledgement at the beginning of all of the Town’s public meetings in a substantially 
similar form to the following:  
 
“We acknowledge that the Town of Arlington is located on the ancestral lands of the 
Massachusett Tribe, the tribe of Indigenous peoples from whom the Colony, Province, and 
Commonwealth have taken their names. We pay our respects to the ancestral bloodline of 
the Massachusett Tribe and their descendants who still inhabit historic Massachusett 
territories today.”  
 

(5 – 0) 

 

COMMENT:  The Select Board respectfully recommends positive action on this non-binding 
resolution to encourage, but not require recitation of a land acknowledgment prior to 
commencing public meetings in a form substantially similar to the language recommended to the 
Board by the Arlington Human Rights Commission.  The purpose of the acknowledgments in 
whatever form and on whatever schedule any given public body utilizes them, is to recognize 
and respect peoples indigenous to Massachusetts and Arlington as historical stewards of the land 
we live upon and the relationship that exists between indigenous peoples in modern American 
and their traditional territories.   

Some members of the Board noted some concern with choosing which historic and present 
matters bear reflecting upon prior to commencing public meetings.  Similarly, Board members 
also noted that committee and commission chairs have substantial discretion to determine how to 
structure and operate their meetings.  However, on balance, the Select Board unanimously agreed 
that a non-binding recommendation that boards and bodies provide opportunity for land 
acknowledgments tailored to their work is important, and that Town Meetings endorsement of 
same is valuable. 

 (5 – 0)  

 
ARTICLE 86                             RESOLUTION/CELEBRATING INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 

DAY 
 

 
VOTED: That Town Meeting hereby Adopts the following resolution previously adopted 
by the Select Board on January 25, 2020:  
 
WHEREAS the Indigenous Peoples of the lands that would later become known as the 
Americas and specifically the Massachusett tribe in the lands which would later become 
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known as Menotomy (from an Algonquian word), have occupied these lands since time 
immemorial; and  
 
WHEREAS the Town of Arlington, Massachusetts (the “Town”) wishes to honor our 
nation and town's Indigenous roots, history and contributions; and  
 
WHEREAS the cultures of the Indigenous Peoples of the Americas are worthy of being 
promoted, their history is rich, diverse, and worthy of celebration; and  
 
WHEREAS the actions and policies of European colonizers of the Americas actively 
destroyed and suppressed parts of those cultures, and racism has served to perpetuate high 
rates of poverty for Indigenous Peoples and led to inequities in health, education, and 
housing, as illustrated most recently with the severe impact of COVID-19 on Indigenous 
communities; and  
 
WHEREAS the Town has a history of opposing racism, and prominent residents 
throughout history such as Cyrus Dallin were particularly active in advancing the rights of 
Indigenous peoples; and  
 
WHEREAS Indigenous Peoples Day was first proposed in Geneva in 1977 by a delegation 
of Native Nations to the United Nations-sponsored International Conference on 
Discrimination Against Indigenous Populations in the Americas; and  
 
WHEREAS in 1990, representatives from 120 Indigenous nations at the First Continental 
Conference on 500 Years of Indian Resistance unanimously passed a resolution to 
transform Columbus Day into an occasion to strengthen the process of continental unity 
and struggle towards liberation, and thereby use the occasion to reveal a more accurate 
historical record; and  
 
WHEREAS the District of Columbia, States of Alaska, Louisiana, Maine, Michigan, 
Minnesota, New Mexico, Oregon, South Dakota, Vermont, Wisconsin, and localities 
including Somerville MA, Cambridge MA, Brookline MA, Newton MA, Marblehead MA, 
Northampton MA, Amherst MA, Portland ME, Los Angeles CA, San Francisco CA, 
Denver CO, Portland OR, Seattle WA, Columbus OH and many more have adopted 
Indigenous Peoples Day as a countercelebration, in lieu of Columbus Day, to promote 
Indigenous cultures and commemorate the history of Indigenous Peoples; and  
 
WHEREAS Columbus Day commemorates the landing of Christopher Columbus in the 
Americas specifically on the Caribbean islands of The Bahamas on October 12, 1492 and, 
later, on Hispaniola (present-day countries of the Dominican Republic and Haiti); and 
voyages of Columbus to the Americas initiated the transatlantic slave trade and the era of 
conquest, and his governorship of the Caribbean instituted systematic policies of slavery 
and extermination of Indigenous populations, especially the Taino/Arawak people whose 
population was reduced from approximately 8 million to 100,000, being further reduced by 
the continuation of his policies until near-extinction in 1542.  
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Arlington Town Meeting joins the 
Select Board in proclaiming that the second Monday of October shall be commemorated as 
Indigenous Peoples Day in Arlington, superseding local references to Columbus Day and in 
recognition of the position of Indigenous Peoples as native to these lands, and the suffering 
they faced during and since the European conquest;  
 
and be it further RESOLVED that the people of Arlington, as well as local businesses, 
organizations, and public institutions are encouraged to observe Indigenous Peoples Day 
by reflecting upon the dispossession of the homelands and villages of the Massachusett 
people of this region who lived here for millennia prior to the arrival of European settlers, 
and upon the history of the other Indigenous Peoples who have lived in Arlington, and by 
celebrating the survival of Indigenous Peoples and recognizing their struggle to perpetuate 
and celebrate their ancestral heritage and practices, as well as celebrating the thriving 
cultures and values that Indigenous Peoples have brought and continue to bring to our 
Town and the wider community;  
 
and be it further RESOLVED that in any observances, Arlington shall endeavor to include 
Indigenous representation from amongst its residents and from the Massachusett tribe and 
will also seek representation from Indigenous organizations in the area such as the North 
American Indian Center of Boston, United American Indians of New England, Cultural 
Survival, and IndigenousPeoplesDayMA.org as well as other Arlington community 
representation from segments of the community;  
 
and be it further RESOLVED that the Arlington Public Schools are encouraged to join in 
this observance with appropriate exercises and/or instruction in all schools around the time 
of Indigenous Peoples Day, to the end that the culture, history and diversity of Indigenous 
Peoples be celebrated and perpetuated; and 
 
and be it further RESOLVED that local businesses, organizations, and public institutions 
are encouraged to evaluate their imagery and insignia, to ensure that representations of 
Indigenous Peoples are not misappropriated, with a preference for using the Town Seal in 
official capacities. 
 
 
 

(5 – 0) 
 
COMMENT: This Article from the Arlington Human Rights Commission builds upon a January 
25, 2020 proclamation and is nearly identical in substance to what the Select Board has already 
endorsed within its capacity and jurisdiction.  While there is some overlap with said previous 
action, the Board urges Town Meeting’s support for a non-binding Resolution further promote 
the celebration of the rich and diverse history and cultures of Indigenous Peoples. 
 
The Board takes care to note that celebrating Indigenous Peoples Day is in no way a repudiation 
of celebration of Italian-Americans and their forebears, as the mythologized Columbus’ 
expeditions and cruel governance over Caribbean islands has little to do with Italian immigrants 
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and Italian-Americans’ enormous contributions to United States history and culture.  Indeed, 
there was discussion at hearing about whether or not both Indigenous Peoples Day and some 
form of “Columbus Day” could be celebrated.  While it is not an easy matter to navigate ways of 
celebrating all of the diverse populations in the United States for their unique histories and 
contributions, the Board is convinced that in light of the injustices suffered by indigenous 
peoples and the present challenges indigenous persons and communities face, refocusing the 
holiday in question on the value of the indigenous communities of the past and present should be 
prioritized here in Arlington. 

ARTICLE 87 RESOLUTION/OVERNIGHT PARKING WAIVER FOR 
RESIDENTS OF MULTI-FAMILY DWELLINGS IN 
PRECINCT 4 

VOTED:  That no action be taken on Article 87. 
 

(5 – 0) 
 
COMMENT:  The Select Board recommends no action on this article because parking 
regulation of public streets is within the sole jurisdiction of the Select Board.  However, the 
Board and the article’s proponent have committed to further discussions of potential pilot 
programs in recognition of the substantive issues raised by the proponent. 
 
 
ARTICLE 88                  RESOLUTION/RESIDENT PARKING PROGRAM FOR 

PRECINCT 4 
 
VOTED:  That no action be taken on Article 88. 
 

(5 – 0) 
 
COMMENT:  Similar to Article 87, the Select Board recommends no action on this article 
because parking regulation of public streets is within the sole jurisdiction of the Select Board.  
However, as with the previous article, the Board and the article’s proponent have committed to 
further discussions of potential pilot programs in recognition of the substantive issues raised by 
the proponent. 
 
 

 



Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

NEW BUSINESS



Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Next Scheduled Meeting of Select Board March 22, 2021

Summary:
 
You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 
When: Mar 8, 2021 07:15 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
Topic: Select Board Meeting
Register in advance for this webinar:
https://town-arlington-ma-us.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ByGMak1ZSCq-wUSoevkuKQ
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar.
 
*Notice to the Public on meeting privacy* In the interests of preventing abuse of videoconferencing technology
(i.e. Zoom Bombing) all participants, including members of the public, wishing to engage via the Zoom App
must register for each meeting and will notice multi-step authentication protocols. Please allow additional time to
join the meeting. Further, members of the public who wish to participate without providing their name may still
do so by telephone dial-in information provided above.
 
Documents regarding agenda items will be made available via Novus Agenda and the Town's Website.

https://www.mass.gov/doc/open-meeting-law-order-march-12-2020/download

https://town-arlington-ma-us.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ByGMak1ZSCq-wUSoevkuKQ
https://www.mass.gov/doc/open-meeting-law-order-march-12-2020/download
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