
Town of Arlington
Select Board

Meeting Agenda

March 22, 2021
7:15 PM

Conducted by Remote Participation

1. Executive Order on Remote Participation

CONSENT AGENDA

2. For Approval: Blue Jean Ball Lawn Signs through 4/10/2021
Tom Formicola, ACA Executive Director
Aneleise Ruggles, ACA Communications Director

TRAFFIC RULES & ORDERS / OTHER BUSINESS

3. Review and Approve Outdoor Performance Regulations
Jennifer Raitt, Director of Planning and Community Development 
Ali Carter, Economic Development Coordinator 
Cristin Bagnall, Commission for Arts and Culture

WARRANT ARTICLE HEARINGS

4. Articles for Review:
Article 11 Bylaw Amendment/Stormwater Management
Article 14 Bylaw Amendment/Gutters in Historic Districts
Article 19 Vote/Establishment of Town Committee on Auto and Property Insurance Claims and
Losses
Article 20 Vote/Public Remote Participation
Article 24 Home Rule Legislation/Ranked Choice Voting (tabled from 3/8)
Article 26 Endorsement of CDBG Application

FINAL VOTES & COMMENTS

Articles for Review:
Article 8 Bylaw Amendment/Canine Control Fees & Fines
Article 9 Bylaw Amendment/Display of Notice Fines 
Article 10 Bylaw Amendment/Street Performance Definitions
Article 17 Vote/Establishment of Youth and Young Adult Advisory Board, Commission, or Committee
Study Committee 
Article 18 Vote/Establishment of Town Committee on Residential Development 
Article 22 Vote/Provision of Town Email Addresses for Town Meeting Members
Article 70 Vote/Town Clerk Study
Article 91 Resolution/Declare Climate Emergency in the Town of Arlington



CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

5. Traffic Concerns Re Road, Utility and Repair Work to New Food Link Building and 108
Summer Street
Eugene Downing, 5 Montrose Avenue

6. Court Street Parking Meter Enforcement
Guy Morello via Request/Answer Center

DISCUSSION

7. Discussion: Future Select Board Meetings
John V. Hurd, Chair

NEW BUSINESS

EXECUTIVE SESSION

To Discuss Strategy With Respect To Litigation Against Itron, Inc.
Douglas W. Heim, Town Counsel
Michael Cunningham, Deputy Town Counsel

Next Scheduled Meeting of Select Board April 5, 2021
You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 
When: Mar 22, 2021 07:15 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
Topic: Select Board Meeting
Register in advance for this webinar:
https://town-arlington-ma-us.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Gjil9feTSHaVbI5icnaBew
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the
webinar.
 
*Notice to the Public on meeting privacy* In the interests of preventing abuse of videoconferencing
technology (i.e. Zoom Bombing) all participants, including members of the public, wishing to engage
via the Zoom App must register for each meeting and will notice multi-step authentication protocols.
Please allow additional time to join the meeting. Further, members of the public who wish to participate
without providing their name may still do so by telephone dial-in information provided above.
 
Documents regarding agenda items will be made available via Novus Agenda and the Town's Website.

https://www.mass.gov/doc/open-meeting-law-order-march-12-2020/download

https://town-arlington-ma-us.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Gjil9feTSHaVbI5icnaBew
https://www.mass.gov/doc/open-meeting-law-order-march-12-2020/download


Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Executive Order on Remote Participation

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material Executive_Order_on_Remote_Participation.pdf Executive Order on Remote Participation









Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

For Approval: Blue Jean Ball Lawn Signs through 4/10/2021

Summary:
Tom Formicola, ACA Executive Director
Aneleise Ruggles, ACA Communications Director

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material BJB_2021_Select_Board_Signage_Proposal.pdf Blue Jean Ball Lawn Sign Proposal

Reference
Material BJB_2021_Lawn_Sign_Rendering_.jpg Lawn Sign



Appeal to Arlington Select Board
by the Arlington Center for the Arts
Lawn Signage Request

WHAT: The Arlington Center for 
the Arts is requesting permission 
from the Arlington Select Board 
to display 24 coroplast 18”x24” 
signs at proposed locations 
around the town of Arlington. 

WHEN: March 23 - April 10, 2021

WHERE: We are proposing signs 
be displayed at the following 
locations-- Above: Proposed Sign Rendering (Double-Sided)

2 @ Mass Ave/Pleasant St/Mystic Ave Intersection
1 @ Uncle Sam Plaza
1 @ Median by Robbins Library crosswalk 
1 @ Fire Station/Memorial 
1 @ Entering Arlington sign on Lexington border
1 @ Entering Arlington sign on Cambridge border
1 @ Medford St/Mass Ave
1 @ Swan Place/Mass Ave
1 @ Lake St near Rt 2 entrance
1 @ Lake St near Bike Path Intersection 
8 Along Bike Path 
1 @ Entrance to Menotomy Rocks Park
1 @ Medford St Rotary by Parallel Park 
1 @ Robbins Farm Water Tower
1 @ Mass Ave/Lake St in front of Lotus Yoga Studio/Arlington Bakery
1 @ Lowell St Entrance to Arlington Reservoir

Contact Info: Tom Formicola, ACA Executive Director P: 781-684-6220 E: tom@acarts.org





Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Review and Approve Outdoor Performance Regulations

Summary:
Jennifer Raitt, Director of Planning and Community Development 
Ali Carter, Economic Development Coordinator 
Cristin Bagnall, Commission for Arts and Culture

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description

Reference
Material DRAFT_Arlington_Economic_Development_Recovery_Task_Force_Memo_Outdoor_performance.pdf

Memo Draft
Outdoor
Performance
Regulations

Reference
Material Outdoor_Performance_letters_of_support.pdf Letters of

Support



 

 

TOWN OF ARLINGTON 

MASSACHUSETTS  02476 

781 - 316 - 3090 

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

 M E M O R A N D U M 

To: Adam Chapdelaine, Town Manager 

From: Jennifer Raitt, Director of Planning & Community Development 
 Ali Carter, Economic Development Coordinator 

Date: March 16, 2021 

Re: Economic Development Recovery Task Force Recommendations for Outdoor Performance               

The Department of Planning and Community Development (DPCD) and the Arlington Commission for 
Arts and Culture (ACAC) are working together with the Arlington Economic Development Recovery Task 
Force to develop a framework, including draft regulations, for the Town to allow outdoor performance 
in 2021. The framework will align with concurrent phasing of the State’s Reopening Guidelines and, if 
approved, create a process by which local businesses, musicians, and artists can provide entertainment 
in a limited number of Arlington’s public spaces.  Performance dates, times, and spaces will be limited 
and determined in advance by the Department of Health and Human Services, Recreation, DPCD, and 
the ACAC. 
 
Our goal is to translate, for individual artists and for arts organizations, the state and local regulations 
into one set of requirements for approving outdoor performances in Arlington.  With Massachusetts 
cultural organizations reporting over $483 million in lost revenue, and individual artists reporting over 
$20 million in lost revenue, over the last year, it is imperative that this sector be given every opportunity 
to get back to work safely.  (Findings reported in Mass Cultural Council surveys, further details available 
here: https://massculturalcouncil.org/blog/survey-shows-continued-staggering-impacts-of-covid-19-on-
states-cultural-sector/) 
 
Incorporated throughout this document are the Commonwealth’s current Phase 3, Step 2 sector-specific 
reopening guidelines for Theater and Performance Venues, which govern outdoor performances of all 
kinds. We propose that these regulations align with current state Reopening Guidelines as they continue 
to evolve. Underlined text indicates what is required of the local presenting individual/organization to 
meet those standards. 
 
 
  

https://massculturalcouncil.org/blog/survey-shows-continued-staggering-impacts-of-covid-19-on-states-cultural-sector/
https://massculturalcouncil.org/blog/survey-shows-continued-staggering-impacts-of-covid-19-on-states-cultural-sector/


 

 

 

DRAFT Arlington Outdoor Performance Regulations 
 
Section I: Venues and Capacity 
Venue capacity must be limited to the maximum allowed group size in alignment with Massachusetts 
Reopening Plan sector-specific guidelines for Theaters and Performance Venues and concurrent phasing. 
Each outdoor venue must monitor customer entries and exits and limit occupancy at all times to: 

o 50% of the venue’s maximum permitted occupancy as documented in its occupancy permit on 
record with the municipal building department or other municipal record holder, but in no event 
shall the venue admit or host more than 500 persons. 

o Venues for which no permitted occupancy limitation is on record may allow up to 10 persons 
per 1,000 square feet of accessible space, and never more than 500 persons.  All occupant 
counts must include all customers, patrons, and attendees, but may exclude workers and 
performers. 

o Limit group sizes to no more than 6 people per group attending together for outdoor theaters 
and performance venues. 

The presenting organization will be responsible for establishing occupancy and entrance and exit paths, 
and marking, signage, and monitoring and enforcing audience behavior during events. Producers of 
events on privately owned property would be required to follow Town’s Outdoor Performance 
regulations or, in the case of drive-in movie screenings, must follow the State’s sector-specific guidance 
for Drive-in Movie Theaters. Per the State Reopening Guidelines, restaurants that wish to have 
musicians perform for their guests must also follow the State’s Theater and Performance Venue 
guidance, and therefore would be subject to the town’s Outdoor Performance Regulations. 
 
Public Outdoor Performance Locations: 
Crosby Field 
Robbins Farm Park 
Hurd Field  
Summer Street Field 
Hill’s Hill 
Pierce Field 
Robbins Memorial Garden 
Spy Pond Park (subject to Conservation Commission permission)           
Whittemore Robbins House lawn  
Mill Pond Park 
Arlington Farmer’s Market at the Russell Common Parking Lot 
Public parklets as designated and approved by the Town 
 
Section II: Public Health Guidelines for Performers 
Health guidance for performers must comply with Massachusetts Reopening Plan sector-specific 
guidelines for Theater and Performance Venues and concurrent phasing. The following special protocols 
shall be followed for close contact between live performers: 

○ Performers are to wear face coverings during performances whenever feasible. 

○ Performers should remain at least 6 feet apart even if wearing masks. Any activity requiring 
performers to be closer than 6 feet must be as brief as possible. 

○ Prohibit direct interaction between performers and audience before, during or after 
performances.  No backstage or post-performance meet and greets. 

○ Disinfect shared equipment before use by another worker. 

https://www.mass.gov/doc/drive-in-theater-guidance-5-18-20/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/drive-in-theater-guidance-5-18-20/download
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/safety-standards-and-checklist-restaurants


 

 

 

○ Prohibit any mutual touching of customer or worker equipment without sanitation between 
uses. 

○ For live performances, singing and the playing of brass and wind instruments is discouraged. 
Singing is not permitted in indoor performance venues. For performances involving singing or 
brass or wind instruments, special distancing must be followed: 

○ At least 10 feet between performers 

○ At least 25 feet between performers and first row of the audience 
 
Section III: Public Health Guidelines for Guests; Signage and Communications 
Public Health measures for outdoor performance must comply with Massachusetts Reopening Plan 
sector-specific guidelines for Theater and Performance Venues and concurrent phasing. Communicating, 
monitoring, and enforcing all the responsibility of the presenting organization. 

o Post clearly visible signage regarding the need to maintain 6 feet of social distancing and not to 
enter a room until that distancing can be maintained. 

o Post visible signage throughout the site to remind customers and workers of hygiene and safety 
protocols. 

o Require face coverings for all workers and customers, except where unsafe due to medical 
condition or disability.  Audience members may remove face coverings while seated and eating 
or drinking but must otherwise wear face coverings. 

o Establish directional pathways to manage visitor flow for foot traffic, to minimize contact (e.g., 
one-way entrance and exit to shows, one-way pathways). Post clearly visible signage regarding 
these policies. 

This requires that the presenting organization make and post signs and monitor and enforce behavior 
during the event.   
Ensure separation of 6 feet or more between individuals where possible: 

○ Install visual social distancing markers to encourage customers to remain 6 feet apart (e.g., lines 
for equipment if applicable, checkout lines, lines to use the restroom)  

○ Reconfigure seating areas to ensure 6 feet distancing between customers not in the same group. 

○ Distance shall be measured from the closest boundary of one customer recreation or seating 
area to the closest boundary of another customer recreation or seating area. 

This requires that the presenting organization mark seating areas, and stage, to ensure social distancing. 
o Contactless payment methods and / or digital ticketing are encouraged. 
o Performances that are shorter in duration are encouraged. 
o Intermissions should be avoided in order to limit time of performance and to prevent 

congregating and close contact with others. 
o Encourage the use of electronic versions or no-touch displays in place of commonly touched 

physical materials (such as menus and playbills) where possible. All commonly touched physical 
materials must be discarded or sanitized between use. 

Producer is responsible for either providing no touch displays or making sure that commonly touched 
physical materials are discarded or sanitized between use. 

o Alcohol-based hand sanitizers with at least 60% alcohol shall be made available at entrances, 
exits and throughout floor areas for workers, performers, and customers. 

Presenting organization is responsible for making hand sanitizer available. 
Provide training to workers on up-to-date safety information and precautions including hygiene and 
other measures aimed at reducing disease transmission, including: 

○ Social distancing, handwashing, proper use of face coverings 



 

 

 

○ Self-screening at home, including temperature and symptom checks. 

○ Importance of not coming to work if ill. 

○ When to seek medical attention if symptoms become severe 

○ Which underlying health conditions may make individuals more susceptible to contracting and 
suffering from a severe case of the virus 

ACAC/DPCD will provide for download a flyer using Board of Health approved language to presenting 
organizations and performer(s) upon application for license.  
Venues must screen workers at each shift by ensuring the following: 

○ Worker is not experiencing any symptoms such as fever (100.0 and above) or chills, cough, 
shortness of breath, sore throat, fatigue, headache, muscle/body aches, runny nose/congestion, 
new loss of taste or smell, or nausea, vomiting or diarrhea. 

○ Worker has not had “close contact” with an individual diagnosed with COVID-19. “Close contact” 
means living in the same household as a person who has tested positive for COVID-19, caring for 
a person who has tested positive for COVID-19, being within 6 feet of a person who has tested 
positive for COVID-19 for 15 minutes or more, or coming in direct contact with secretions (e.g., 
sharing utensils, being coughed on) from a person who has tested positive for COVID-19. 

○ Worker has not been asked to self-isolate or quarantine by their doctor or a local public health 
official. 

○ Workers who fail to meet the above criteria must be sent home. 
Presenting organization must provide form for workers, volunteers, and performers to self-certify, 
including all above and questions about out-of-state travel. Presenting organization responsible for 
saving forms for contact tracing.   
  



 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
March 17, 2021 
 
Town of Arlington 
Select Board 
Arlington Town Hall 
730 Massachusetts Ave. 
Arlington, MA 02474 
 
Dear Select Board, 
 
On behalf of the Arlington Chamber of Commerce, I am pleased to support the proposed 
Arlington Outdoor Performance Regulations as drafted and submitted by the Department of 
Planning and Community Development (DPCD) and the Arlington Commission for Arts & 
Culture (ACAC). I believe the proposed regulations are comprehensive and thoughtful in their 
compliance with the State’s current reopening guidelines.  
 
In my position at the Chamber, as well as a Commissioner of the ACAC and a member of the 
Economic Recovery Task Force, I am reminded daily of the loss of revenue that has been 
experienced by artists and performers. The Chamber supports business and their business is 
art and performance. They need to be allowed to safely get back to business. The return of 
outdoor performance will benefit all segments of the Arlington community and provide a 
welcome sense of a return to normalcy. 
 
DPCD and ACAC have put tremendous effort into translating the State’s regulations to a 
framework that is easy to understand and should be easy to enforce. I urge you approve their 
proposal and allow these folks to get back to work. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Beth Locke 
Executive Director 
Arlington Chamber of Commerce 
 
 
 
 
 









March 15, 2021 

 

Dear Select Board: 

I am writing to you in great support of the proposed Economic Development Recovery Task Force 
Recommendations for Outdoor Performances in Arlington. I am a current member of the Arlington 
Economic Development Recovery Task Force, a Member of the Arlington Center's Whittemore Park 
Revitalization Planning team, and the Co-Founder of Support Arlington Center—a citizens' group 
dedicated to keeping Arlington Center thriving with diverse, successful small businesses.  

COVID has been extremely difficult for small businesses in Arlington—they are working tirelessly and 
thinking creatively to stay alive. Residents and visitors of Arlington have been supporting the businesses 
by buying take-out meals, participating in outdoor dining, and purchasing goods at local shops. The arts 
and performances however have greatly suffered due to the pandemic—this is mostly due to the 
limitations and restrictions of opening to the public. While the community has supported the limited 
offerings of Zoom/virtual performance venues, it is not the same as physically seeing a live performance 
in a safe environment among neighbors and friends. The arts has been stifled due to COVID, and the 
community in Arlington is here to bring it back and participate in all its offerings. 

The Department of Planning and Community Development (DPCD) and the Arlington Commission for 
Arts and Culture (ACAC) have worked hard to create a clear plan laying out how performances can 
happen in Arlington in a safe environment. Their document clearly details how Arlington can revive its 
venues with appropriate capacity numbers.  They have outlined the public health guidelines for 
performers and guests, and have suggestions for signage and communications. 

Arlington needs to bring back individual artists, arts organizations, venues and performances to the 
public community. 

Thank you for considering the proposal provided by the Department of Planning and Community 
Development (DPCD) and the Arlington Commission for Arts and Culture (ACAC), and thank for 
supporting our cherished town of Arlington.  

Warmly, 

 

Alyssa K. Clossey 

Co-Founder, Support Arlington Center 
Member, Arlington Economic Development Recovery Task Force 
Member, Arlington Center's Whittemore Park Revitalization Planning team 



Dear Select Board,  
 
As the owner of Morningside Studio and the director of the Arlington Jazz Festival, I very much support 
the idea of live music outdoors in Arlington. I would like to get my students performing as well as 
organizing an outdoor jazz concert with professional musicians.   Last summer I was able to do a couple 
of concerts in Lexington that the town agreed to.  Safety measures were in place and the audience was 
very respectful of the rules.  Numerous other towns also went through with their gazebo/town green 
concerts with restrictions in place. 

Dan Fox  
www.morningsidemusicstudio.com 
danfox1@verizon.net 

 

http://www.morningsidemusicstudio.com/
mailto:danfox1@verizon.net


Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Articles for Review:

Summary:
Article 11 Bylaw Amendment/Stormwater Management
Article 14 Bylaw Amendment/Gutters in Historic Districts
Article 19 Vote/Establishment of Town Committee on Auto and Property Insurance Claims and Losses
Article 20 Vote/Public Remote Participation
Article 24 Home Rule Legislation/Ranked Choice Voting (tabled from 3/8)
Article 26 Endorsement of CDBG Application

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material W.A._Text.pdf Warrant Article Text

Reference
Material Town_Counsel_Comments.pdf Town Counsel Comments

Reference
Material 10_Registered_Voter_Letters.pdf 10 Registered Voter Letters

Reference
Material W.A._11_E._Sullivan_Comments.pdf W.A. #11 E. Sullivan Reference

Reference
Material W.A._14_AHDC_Comments.pdf W.A. #14 AHDC Reference

Reference
Material W.A._19_A._Fisher_Comments.pdf W.A. #19 A. Fischer Reference

Reference
Material W.A._20_E._Dray_Comments.pdf W.A. #20 E. Dray Reference

Reference
Material W.A._24_G._Dennis_Reference.pdf W.A. #24 G. Dennis Reference

Reference
Material W.A._26_CDBG_Comments.pdf W.A. #26 CDBG Reference



ARTICLE 11                           BYLAW AMENDMENT/STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 
To see if the Town will vote to amend Title V, Article 15 of the Town Bylaws (“Stormwater 
Mitigation”) to update such bylaw so as to add, remove or amend definitions, clarify the bylaw’s 
procedures and applicability to certain projects, and adjust fees; or take any action related 
thereto. 

(Inserted by the Select Board) 
 
ARTICLE 14                    BYLAW AMENDMENT/GUTTERS IN HISTORIC DISTRICTS 
To see if the Town  will vote to  amend Title VII, Historic Districts, in Article 4, by adding a 
provision whereby the replacement of existing gutters with fiberglass gutters, made by an 
approved manufacturer, may be allowed administratively, without the necessity of notice or 
hearing; or take any action related thereto. 

(Inserted by the Select Board at the request of the Arlington Historic Districts Commission) 
 
 
ARTICLE 19                   VOTE/ESTABLISHMENT OF TOWN COMMITTEE ON AUTO 

AND PROPERTY INSURANCE CLAIMS AND LOSSES 
To see if the Town will vote to establish a committee to learn the annual cost of auto and 
property insurance premiums and insurance claims in the Town of Arlington; or take any action 
related thereto.  

(Inserted by the Select Board at the request of Andrew Fischer and ten registered voters) 
 
 
ARTICLE 20                                    VOTE/PUBLIC REMOTE PARTICIPATION 
To see if the Town will vote to establish parameters for interactive, simultaneous remote 
participation by members of the public in meetings of all public bodies in the Town of Arlington; 
or take any action related thereto. 

 (Inserted at the request of Elizabeth Dray and ten registered voters) 
 
 
ARTICLE 24               HOME RULE LEGISLATION/RANKED CHOICE VOTING 
To see if the Town will vote to authorize and request the Select Board to file Home Rule 
Legislation to elect Town offices by Ranked Choice Voting; or take any action related thereto.  

(Inserted by the Select Board at the request of the Election Modernization Committee) 
 
 
ARTICLE 26                                ENDORSEMENT OF CDBG APPLICATION 
To see if the Town will vote to endorse the application for Federal Fiscal Year 2022 prepared by 
the Town Manager and Select Board under the Housing and Community Development Act of 
1974 (PL 93-383) as amended; or take any action related thereto. 
                     (Inserted by the Select Board and at the request of the Town Manager) 
 



 
 

Town of Arlington 
Legal Department 

To: Arlington Select Board 
 
Cc: Adam Chapdelaine, Town Manager 
  
From: Douglas W. Heim, Town Counsel 
 
Date: March 18, 2021 
 
Re: Annual Town Meeting Warrant Articles ## 11, 19, 20, 24, and 26 
 

 I write to provide the Board a summary of the above-referenced warrant articles to assist 

in the Board’s consideration of these articles at its upcoming hearing on March 22, 2021.  In the 

interests of clarity, articles are presented in the order in which they appear on the Warrant. Please 

note that warrant article numbers have been revised following re-ordering of articles in the final 

warrant. 

 
 
ARTICLE 11   BYLAW AMENDMENT/STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend Title V, Article 15 of the Town Bylaws (“Stormwater 
Mitigation”) to update such bylaw so as to add, remove or amend definitions, clarify the bylaw’s 
procedures and applicability to certain projects, and adjust fees; or take any action related 
thereto. 

(Inserted by the Select Board) 
 

Douglas W. Heim 50 Pleasant Street 
Town Counsel Arlington, MA 02476 
 Phone: 781.316.3150 
 Fax: 781.316.3159 
 E-mail: dheim@town.arlington.ma.us 
 Website:  www.arlingtonma.gov 

mailto:dheim@town.arlington.ma.us
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 This Article returns from the truncated 2020 Annual Town Meeting, following positive 

recommendation by the Select Board.  As members of the Board may recall, the purpose of this 

Article, jointly sought by the Town Engineer and the Environmental Planner, is to update the 

Town’s “Stormwater Mitigation” bylaw to clarify the purpose and goals of the ordinance, and 

provide for a suite of changes to improve coordinated administration between departments in 

administration of same.  The changes contemplated in a draft motion provided below include, but 

are not limited to: 

• Providing clear goals of the bylaw (including rebranding the bylaw) and specific 
objectives as well as statutory bases for authority; 
 

• Improving definitions; 
 

• Clarifying applicability within the context of different kinds of projects; 
 

• Explicitly allowing for the promulgation of detailed rules and regulations 
consistent with the bylaw; and 

 
• Ensuring compatibility with EPA permitting. 

 
There are further modest updates to the 2020 proposal, adding language mandated by the 

so-called “MS4” permits required by the EPA and revising definitions for consistency with 

Conservation Commission regulations.  Should the Board be inclined to endorse this article, 

appropriate revised language has been provided by Emily Sullivan, Environmental Planner in 

your reference materials. 

 

 
ARTICLE 19  VOTE/ESTABLISHMENT OF TOWN COMMITTEE ON AUTO AND 

PROPERTY INSURANCE CLAIMS AND LOSSES  
 
To see if the Town will vote to establish a committee to learn the annual cost of auto and property 
insurance premiums and insurance claims in the Town of Arlington; or take any action related 
thereto.  
 

(Inserted by the Select Board at the request of Andrew Fischer and ten registered voters) 
 
 

This article returns to Town Meeting following its postponement from further discussion 

on the 2020 Annual Town Meeting Warrant (the Board conducted a warrant article hearing, but 

substantively tabled the matter thereafter).  While I expect Mr. Fischer will again provide further 
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detail on his proposal, to my understanding, this article seeks to create a committee of Town 

Meeting to canvass residents about costs of their auto insurance and claims.  Mr. Fischer is not 

necessarily proposing to start a Town automotive insurance program for residents, but would like 

to report findings to Town Meeting. 

At the 2009 Annual Town Meeting, both the Select Board and the Town Meeting voted 

to support Article 68 – a resolution to support the creation of a Task Force for of the Attorney 

General’s Office to study the issue of municipalities as auto-insurers , following a bill submitted 

to the Legislature on the same score. 

At that time, support was afforded to exploring whether or not a municipal auto-insurance 

operation could serve a source of revenue for the Town as well as providing an alternative to 

private insurance carriers.  Among the myriad issues the Committee would need to assess should 

the Board be inclined towards favorable action, is how the Town would organize an auto-

insurance arm of the government, determine and raise the initial amount of money necessary to 

write and back up insurance policies, market and sell policies, and project the subsequent staff 

needed to operate a municipal insurance agency.   

 
ARTICLE 20    VOTE/PUBLIC REMOTE PARTICIPATION  
 
To see if the Town will vote to establish parameters for interactive, simultaneous remote 
participation by members of the public in meetings of all public bodies in the Town of Arlington; or 
take any action related thereto.  

 
(Inserted at the request of Elizabeth Dray and ten registered voters) 

               
To my understanding, the purpose of this article is to establish a set of uniform 

parameters for public bodies conducting meetings by “Zoom” or other videoconferencing 

technology by town bylaw or special legislation depending on the final parameters of what is 

proposed. By default, significant discretion is afforded to the chairs of public bodies with respect 

to how they will administer meetings of such bodies so long as they meet the requirements of the 

open meeting law.  A town bylaw likely could establish further terms by which remote 

participation is to be conducted.1  If however, the article’s proponent proposes to amend any 

                                                 
1 The Open Meeting Law affords municipalities the ability to further restrict the use of remote 
participation beyond the requirements of 940 CMR 29.10.  While the intent of the proponent 
does not appear to be to restrict the use of remote participation, setting mandatory criteria for 
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requirements of the Open Meeting Law relative to Arlington public bodies, special legislation 

would be required.    

 
Remote Participation by Public Body Members 

 
As an initial matter, it is important for the Board and the public to recognize that in 

ordinary time, remote participation by members of public bodies is only permitted under limited 

circumstances under the Open Meeting Law as detailed in c. 30A sec. 20(d) and 940 CMR 29.10.  

It is only by operation of the March 11, 2020 Executive Order of Governor Baker that the 

general requirement for public bodies to meet in person is suspended during the COVID-19 

Pandemic. 

 
Absent the Executive Order’s suspension of such requirements, in order to have any 

remote participation by members a municipality’s executive body must first vote to authorize 

remote participation by its public bodies (which this Select Board has done).2  Second, because 

the Attorney General’s Office believes that in person participation is more transparent than 

remote participation, the law encourages members of public bodies to physically attend all 

meetings.  Thus, there are only five permitted reasons for remote participation:3  

 
1) Personal Illness;  
2) Personal Disability;  
3) Emergency;  
4) Military Service; and  
5) Geographic Distance.4  
 

 
Third, remote participation is further limited to those circumstances where: 

1. A quorum of the public body are physically present at a physical meeting 
location; 

                                                                                                                                                             
employing remote participation and would likely be construed as additional requirements and 
approved by the Attorney General’s Office.  
2 The sole exception to this requirement is a local disability commission, which shall be 
discussed further below. 
3 These reasons should be provided by the Chair at the start of the meeting. 
4 The Attorney General’s Office has consistently advised that geographic distance cannot be a 
mere inconvenience.  In person attendance must be “unreasonably difficult.” 
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2. Remotely participating members and all persons present at the meeting location 
must be clearly audible to each other;5 and 

3. All votes taken during a meeting in which a member participates remotely must 
be by roll call vote. 

Furthermore, if videoconferencing is utilized, the remotely participating member (not 

members of the public, applicants, etc.) must be both audible and visible to all persons present at 

a meeting.   

 Disability Commissions are afforded more latitude with respect to remote participation in 

two respects.  They can adopt remote participation for their business without Select Board 

authorization (which is moot in Arlington), and the in-person quorum requirement does not apply 

(though the Chair, or a member acting on behalf of the chair must be physically present at a 

meeting location). 

 On a final note, members of public bodies cannot be compelled to participate remotely 

(as opposed to missing a meeting or participating in person). 

 
Members of the Public & Applicants 

 
 The Open Meeting Law does not set forth requirements for public participation beyond 

the requirements relative to members (i.e. the public in attendance at a physical location must be 

able to hear, or in a video conference context, hear and see the remotely participating members); 

nor does it require public bodies to allow for remote public participation.6  As stated in the 

Division of Open Government’s Open Meeting Law Guide: 

 
Note that the Attorney General’s regulations enable members of public bodies to 
participate remotely if the practice has been properly adopted, but do not require that a 
public body permit members of the public to participate remotely. If a public body 
chooses to allow individuals who are not members of the public body to participate 
remotely in a meeting, it may do so without following the Open Meeting Law’s remote 
participation procedures. 

 
Open Meeting Law Guide, January 2018, pp. 15-16. 
 

                                                 
5 For example, a web-based messenger or chat function is not considered an acceptable means of 
remote participation; 
6 Indeed the Open Meeting Law itself does not mandate any public participation.  Formal legal 
hearings typically require opportunity public comment as discussed further herein.  
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 The Open Meeting Law’s requirements should however be differentiated from hearing 

requirements within public meetings, which typically have additional metrics in order to 

constitute a legal hearing.  For example, in-person attendance by applicants and certain interested 

parties is typically required in ordinary time under c. 40A for zoning hearings, or for a dangerous 

dog hearing, or an alcohol licensing hearing.  There is likely more latitude with respect to general 

public comment in many hearings, but of course, in hearing contexts, written comments have 

conventionally presented the primary option for testimony by persons who cannot attend a live 

meeting. 

 If the petitioner intends to require remote participation be made available to members of 

the public, it is not immediately clear whether such a bylaw would survive scrutiny from the 

Attorney General’s Office.  At a minimum, it would important to understand the logistical 

requirements of implementing such a requirement across all Town public bodies and ensure that 

required hearing parties are present in person.  

 Finally, any discussion of parameters of participation by members of the public should 

not be conflated positively or negatively with accommodations under the Americans with 

Disability Act.  While the ADA’s primary requirement is that public meetings be held in an 

accessible physical location, disabled parties, members of the public, and public body members 

may request reasonable accommodations through or in conjunction with the Town’s ADA 

Coordinator.  Such requests can be highly varied and adopting a specific mode of remote 

participation would not relieve the Town of its responsibility to provide appropriate reasonable 

accommodations. 

 
ARTICLE 24    HOME RULE LEGISLATION/RANKED CHOICE VOTING  
 
To see if the Town will vote to authorize and request the Select Board to file Home Rule Legislation 
to elect Town offices by Ranked Choice Voting; or take any action related thereto.  

 
(Inserted by the Select Board and at the request of the Election Modernization 
Committee)  

  See previous materials submitted under formerly numbered Article 26. 

 
ARTICLE 26 ENDORSEMENT OF CDBG APPLICATION  
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To see if the Town will vote to endorse the application for Federal Fiscal Year 2022 prepared by the 
Town Manager and Select Board under the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 (PL 
93-383) as amended; or take any action related thereto.  

(Inserted by the Select Board and at the request of the Town Manager) 

 

This article presents the annual vehicle for consideration and endorsement of Community 

Development Block Grant expenditures.  Should the Board approve the CDBG proposal, a draft 

vote and comment have been prepared for your review below.   

 

VOTED:  That the Town hereby endorses the application for Federal Fiscal Year 2022 
prepared by the Town Manager and the Board of Selectmen under the Housing and 
Community Development Act of 1974 (PL 93-383), as amended. 
  

 
COMMENT: This article represents the annual vote to endorse the annual application for 
Community Development Block Grant funds, a summary of which Town Meeting may find 
attached to this report. 

 

 





















































































  
 
 
March 5, 2021 
 
 
Memorandum to the Select Board re: Article 14 
 
The Arlington Historic District Commissions filed Article 14 to make it easier for 
homeowners in our Districts to deal with the issue of gutter replacement.  On most 
houses in our seven Districts, the gutters are considered an integral part of the style and 
fabric of the building, and thus any changes to them other than like with like 
replacement requires formal Commission review.  Unfortunately, most modern wood 
replacement gutters are not available in the same high-quality materials originally used 
and, due to their exposure to the elements, tend to fail relatively quickly.  After much 
consideration, the Commissions have found certain alternative gutters made of 
fiberglass (similar to boat hulls) can be made such that, when painted and installed 
appropriately, they replicate the appearance and dimensions of original wooden gutters, 
also having the advantage of being lighter to work with and greater water handling 
capacity. 
 
Since fiberglass gutters from approved manufacturers were introduced a few years ago 
and were successfully installed in numerous instances, the Commissions have 
invariably allowed their use subject to reasonable conditions.  However, under the 
current bylaw such approval continues to require an application, publication and mailing 
of legal notices, a formal hearing, and the issuance of a certificate.  We filed the 
following article with the goal of simplifying things for both homeowners and the 
Commissions: 
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend Title VII, Historic Districts, in Article 4, by adding a 
provision whereby the replacement of existing gutters with fiberglass gutters, made by 
an approved manufacturer, may be allowed administratively, without the necessity of 
notice or hearing, or take any action related thereto: 
 
Here is the proposed text which the Commissions unanimously approved at their 
meeting on February 25: 
 

VOTED to amend the Town B-Laws in Title VII, Article 4, Section 3, by 
adding a new subsection as follows: 

ARLINGTON HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSIONS 
Carol Greeley, Executive Secretary 

c/o Department of Planning & Community Development 
730 Massachusetts Avenue 

Arlington, MA 02476 



  
H.  The replacement of existing wood or aluminum gutters with fiberglass 
gutters, provided that the fiberglass replacements shall be 1) substantially 
similar in size, design, and installation to those being replaced and 2) 
subject other such conditions as to manufacturer, installation details 
[including paint], documentation requirements, and similar matters as the 
relevant Commission may reasonably specify. 

 
To provide more context, the existing lettered paragraphs of Article 4, Section 3 begins 
with the following words: 
 
Except to the extent specifically prohibited by General Laws Chapter 40C the authority 
of the Commissions shall be limited in that they shall not have power to review the 
following: [there follows paragraphs A through G listing various things that do not 
require formal review]. 
 
For all such items, the Commissions can administratively issue a Certificate of Non-
Applicability (CONA) to the Applicant, thus dispensing with the notice and hearing 
process. 
 
We would appreciate your support and positive recommendation on our proposed vote. 
 
        
        

Stephen Makowka, Chair 
Historic District Commissions 
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March 18, 2021     Andrew Fischer 
       Andrew.Fischer25@gmail.com  
       781 439 2600 cell   
Dear Select Board,       
 
Thank you for your time considering this article about Arlington’s insurance 
premiums and claims. 
 
The purpose of this article is to learn the facts about Arlington’s homeowner and 
auto insurance costs, including the costs and causes of claims as well as premiums.    
 
Below is a discussion of estimated insurance costs, based on information from 
the Insurance Information Institute and US World News. Insurance 
commands an enormous cash flow that comes straight out of our pockets.  
Information about costs and causes of claims seem cordoned off from public 
knowledge, and the process appears extremely inefficient. The public has 
grown too sophisticated to tolerate this apparent waste without question. 
 
Therefore I am asking the Town to vote for an examination of our insurance 
costs.  Should the insurance process be consolidated? 
 
I hope to begin a discussion to reimagine how insurance is managed.  Perhaps the 
mission statement of insurance should be “to inform and motivate people about 
causes of claims, and to provide revenue to pay for both claims and prevention 
services.     
 
There is in fact a real possibility that insurance could become a source of revenue. 
The rationale is that insurance dollars should pay for at least some of our 
prevention expenses, such as the police and fire departments.  
 
Several sources, such as US World News, report that the average cost of auto 
insurance in our State is over $1000, suggesting that Arlington’s aggregate auto 
insurance cost of our 32,000 cars might be about $32 million.   Where does all this 
money go?  What are the main causes of accidents?   
 
Regarding homeowner insurance: 
Arlington has about 8000 single family houses, three thousand two family houses, 
and about 210 three family houses.  Their total insurance cost may be around $15 
million, if the average cost for each unit is $1000.  But who really knows? It is just 
not the norm for the public to be aware of what is really rather basic information. 

mailto:Andrew.Fischer25@gmail.com
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In the information age, there is no need to be left in the dark about such questions.   
 
Let’s look at the information I have been able to find. 
 
The next page summarizes the reports to the Town of property insurance claims 
over $1000, for the year 2016.  The State of Massachusetts requires each insurance 
company to file these reports with each town in the Commonwealth. 
 

 
        

Summary of property insurance claims for Arlington MA: calendar year 2016   
          

Insurance Company Total Claims # specified type of loss % specified   
Amica 4 4 100%   
Arbella Insurance Group 18 0 0%   
Commerce Insurance Company 31 28 90%   
Mapfre 18 0 0%   
Integon National Insurance Company 1 0 0%   
Main Street America Group 2 2 100%   
Merrimac Mutual Fire Insurance Company 3 2 67%   
Met Life 11 0 0%   
MPIUA (Massachusetts Property 
Insurance Underwriting Association)* 15 12 80%   
NLC Insurance Companies 3 0 0%   
Norfolk and Dedham Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company 9 9 100%   
Providence Mutual 1 0 0%   
Safety Insurance 18 0 0%   
Travelers Casualty Insurance Company 18 0 0%   
USAA Casualty Insurance Company 4 0 0%   
Vermont Mutual Insurance Company 4 4 100%   
New England Claims Service** 10 10 100%   

Samuel F McCormack Company** 22 22 100%   

Total 192 93 48%   

          
Total Claims not specified   99 52% 

           
* Insurer of last resort in Mass for high 
risk property or individuals filing many 
claims   

** insurance adjuster; 
do not specify insurance 
company     
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Specified Losses by Type # 
Water 37 
Water related to plumbing 13 
Mold 2 
Ice and snow 4 
Wind 13 
Collapse 1 
Fire 1 
Theft & vandalism 2 

Losses related to vehicles 3 
Sewerage 3 

Freeze 5 
Building/other structural 
damage 9 

Total Losses specified 93 
 
Explanation: For example, Amica reported to the Town of Arlington a total of four property 
insurance claims for over $1000 during 2016. Amica reported the cause of each of these claims, 
so that 100% of Amica’s claims featured the cause. 
 
In contrast, Arbella reported 18 such claims, and did not report the cause for any of them. 
 
All of the reported causes are of very few words - - the 37 reports recorded here as water,  only 
say that  one word -  “water.”   
 
This summary only shows one insurance claim caused by “fire.”  There likely were other fire-
related claims among the 99 reports that omitted the cause.   
 
For there to be only one reported incidence of fire loss is remarkable, because the fire department 
responded to “129 calls for fires,” according to the 2016 Report to Town Meeting.   I wonder 
how many of the 129 “calls for fire” included the beginnings of fires that the department 
extinguished, how many were for calls that turned out to be an oil furnace doing a “puff back” 
{my furnace did that once, and I called the fire department}, and so on.   
 
By literally putting out so many fires, how many insurance claims were prevented? 
 
It is noticeable that of these 192 reports, 99 do not include the cause.  I do not know if the law 
requires the cause to be included.  
 
Clearly the insurance companies are not motivated to share more specific information, 
such as total costs, or the actual causes of losses. 
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The police and fire department provide interesting information about their work in the 
Annual Report to Town Meeting.  From page 38 of the 2016 Report to Town Meeting: 
 
“During 2016 the AFD {Arlington Fire Department} responded to 5205 calls for assistance, 
increase of 3% from 2015. Reported dollar loss for 2016 totaled $3,186,677. This includes 
structure and hazardous condition incidents. Of these 5205 calls, 3177 were for medical 
emergencies.  Medical emergencies include emergency medical responses and emergency 
medical assists.  Rescue 1, the AFD ambulance, transported 1792 patients to area hospitals.  
 
Note the contrast: “reported dollar loss totaled $3,186,677 “- - compared to the total that 
we paid as a community in premiums, which was……who knows?  $15 million is a very low 
guess. 
 
Immediately after this paragraph is a table of “Reponses Fire Call Type.”  For each of the years 
2013 to 2016, several categories are reported, such as, in 2016:  129 calls to fires, 111 to carbon 
monoxide activations, 75 for water hazards, 31 for mutual aid {I think this means sending help to 
other towns,} 44 lock out/in, 218 electrical hazards/down lines, 174 for motor vehicle accidents, 
44 smoke scares, 107 natural gas emergencies, 36 flammable liquid hazards, 77 hazardous 
conditions, 235 other, 3,068 emergency medicals, and two others. 
 
The Police Department chapter of the Annual Report of 2016 includes similar information, but 
without a financial valuation of loss.  On page 32: 

Traffic Unit  

During 2016, the Police Department responded to 807 motor vehicle crashes. That represents a decrease 
of 14% from 942 crashes responded to in 2015. Of that number 86 were hit and runs (-33%), 595 were 
crashes without injuries (-11%), and 96 were crashes with injuries (-9%).  

There were no motor vehicle crashes that resulted in a fatality during 2016.  

Over 2,500 motor vehicles were stopped by the Department. This resulted in citations being issued for 
2,737 violations. The most common violations cited were for speeding, failure to stop at red lights/stop 
signs, crosswalk violations, and motor vehicle equipment violations.  

Again, thank you for your time considering this first step to learn the facts about 
insurance in the Town of Arlington. 

Andrew Fischer 

Pct 6    andrew.fischer25@gmail.com   781 439 2600 

mailto:andrew.fischer25@gmail.com


















































Subject: Further Comment on Article 26 / Ranked Choice Voting 
To: SDeCourcey@town.arlington.ma.us, LDiggins@town.arlington.ma.us, "Daniel J. Dunn" 

<DDunn@town.arlington.ma.us>, JHurd@town.arlington.ma.us, DMahon@town.arlington.ma.us, Ashley Maher 
<AMaher@town.arlington.ma.us> 

From: Greg Dennis <gdennis@alum.mit.edu> 
Date: 03/15/2021 08:01 AM 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Town of Arlington's email 
system. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the REAL 
sender (whose email address in the From: line in "< >" brackets) and you know 
the content is safe. 

 
Dear members of the Arlington Select Board, 
 
The Election Modernization Committee would like to thank you for taking the 
time to understand our proposal for Ranked Choice Voting (“RCV”) in 
Arlington, and we would like to address the amendment offered by Adam Auster. 
While our committee believes that the method we proposed (“proportional RCV”) 
is the better approach for town elections, we also believe that the Auster 
proposal (“majoritarian RCV”) is better than the system we have today and 
would address the objections raised by Mr. Schlichtman.  Recognizing that 64% 
of Arlington voters voiced their support for RCV on the November statewide 
ballot, we strongly believe that it is important to place one of these two 
proposals before this April Town Meeting. 
 
Both proportional and majoritarian RCV offer the same ballot and voter 
experience, and they are identical when applied to single-seat elections. In 
addition, they share numerous benefits: 1) voters can express their real 
preference without fear of vote-splitting; 2) they encourage more people to 
run for office and increases voter participation; 3) they encourage 
candidates to run positive campaigns; and 4) they produce results that better 
reflect the will of the voters. As such, they would both greatly improve upon 
the system we have today. 
 
The two proposals differ only in their application to multi-seat elections. 
Proportional RCV is intended to better represent the political diversity of 
the voters. Imagine the town is divided 60:40 on a particular issue and there 
is a two-seat Select Board election. Under proportional RCV, regardless of 
the number of candidates, one seat will likely go to a candidate representing 
the 60% position and the other will likely go to a candidate representing the 
40% position. Under majoritarian RCV, both seats would go to candidates 
reflecting the 60% position. Under our current system, the seats could be won 
by anyone depending on factors having nothing to do with the actual 
preferences of the voters. 
 
To reiterate, our preference is still for proportional RCV, the original 
proposal. However, if the Select Board prefers the majoritarian proposal, we 
will strongly support that as preferable over a vote of No Action. 
 
Thank you, 
Greg Dennis 
Clerk, Election Modernization Committee 
 



BLUE TEXT: APPEARS ONLY IN ORIGINAL, PROPORTIONAL PROPOSAL
RED TEXT: APPEARS ONLY IN AMENDED, MAJORITARIAN PROPOSAL

ARTICLE: HOME RULE LEGISLATION/RANKED CHOICE VOTING
To see if the Town will vote to authorize and request the Select Board to file Home Rule Legislation to elect
Town offices by Ranked Choice Voting, or take any action related thereto.

MOTION: “VOTED: That the Town does hereby request and authorize the Select Board to file Home Rule
Legislation to provide substantially as follows:

“AN ACT AMENDING THE TOWN MANAGER ACT OF ARLINGTON RELATIVE TO RANKED CHOICE
VOTING”

Section 1. Chapter 503 of the Acts of 1952 (The Town Manager Act of Arlington) as subsequently amended,
is hereby amended by inserting a new Section 8B “Ranked Choice Voting” as follows:

Section 8B. Ranked Choice Voting
The offices of Select Board, School Committee, Town Clerk, Moderator, Housing Authority, and Assessor
shall be elected by ranked choice voting at the annual election. “Ranked choice voting” shall mean a
method of casting and tabulating ballots in which voters rank candidates for office in order of preference.
Ranked choice voting shall apply to a single-seat office only when the number of candidates exceeds two
and to a multi-seat office when the number of candidates exceeds the number of seats to be elected.
Ranked choice voting elections shall be tabulated in rounds as follows.

(a) For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
1. "Batch elimination" means the simultaneous defeat of multiple candidates for whom it is
mathematically impossible to be elected.
2. "Concluded ballot" means a ballot that does not rank any continuing candidate, contains an overvote at
the highest continuing ranking, or contains two or more sequential skipped rankings before its highest
continuing ranking.
3. "Continuing candidate" means a candidate who has not been defeated or elected.
4. “Election threshold” means the number of votes above which a candidate is elected in a multi-seat
election. It is calculated by dividing the total number of votes counting for continuing candidates in the
first round by the sum of one and the number of seats to be elected.
5. "Highest-ranked continuing candidate" means the continuing candidate with the highest ranking on a
voter's ballot.
6. "Last-place candidate" means (i) the candidate with the lowest vote total in a round of the
ranked-choice voting tabulation; or (ii) a candidate that is defeated in batch elimination.
7. "Overvote" means a circumstance in which a voter ranks more than one candidate at the same
ranking.
8. "Ranking" means the number assigned on a ballot by a voter to a candidate to express the voter's
preference for that candidate. Ranking number one is the highest ranking, ranking number two is the
next-highest ranking and so on.
9. "Skipped ranking" means a circumstance in which a voter does not use a ranking and ranks a
candidate with a subsequent ranking.
10. “Surplus fraction” is a number equal to the difference between an elected candidate’s vote total and
the election threshold, divided by the candidate’s vote total.



11. “Transfer value” means the proportion of a vote that a ballot will count to its highest-ranked continuing
candidate. Each ballot begins with a transfer value of one. If a ballot counts to the election of a candidate
under subsection (c)(1), it receives a lower transfer value.

(b) In any single-seat election, each round begins by counting the number of votes for each continuing
candidate. Each ballot counts as one vote for its highest-ranked continuing candidate. Concluded ballots
are not counted for any continuing candidate. Each round then ends with one of the following two
outcomes:
1. If there are more than two continuing candidates, the last-place candidate is defeated, or the last-place
candidates are defeated in batch elimination, and a new round begins.
2. Otherwise, the candidate with the fewest votes is defeated, the candidate with the most votes is
elected, and tabulation is complete.

(c) In any multi-seat election, each round begins by counting the number of votes for each continuing
candidate. Each ballot counts, at its current transfer value, for its highest-ranked continuing candidate.
Concluded ballots are not counted for any continuing candidate. In the first round only, the election
threshold is then calculated. Each round then ends with one of the following three outcomes:
1. If at least one candidate has more votes than the election threshold, then all such candidates are
elected. Each ballot counting for an elected candidate is assigned a new transfer value by multiplying the
ballot’s current transfer value by the surplus fraction for the candidate. Each elected candidate is deemed
to have a number of votes equal to the election threshold in all future rounds, and a new round begins.
2. If no candidate has more votes than the election threshold and the sum of the number of elected
candidates and continuing candidates is more than the sum of one and the number of seats to be
elected, the last-place candidate is defeated, or the last-place candidates are defeated in batch
elimination, and a new round begins.
3. Otherwise, the continuing candidate with fewest votes is defeated, all other continuing candidates are
elected, and tabulation is complete.

(c) In any multi-seat election, the first seat is filled by the tabulation in subsection (b). The remaining
seats are filled by repeated application of subsection (b); provided, however, that all choices marked for
candidates who have already been elected shall be disregarded and votes for an elected candidate shall
instead count for the next highest-ranked continuing candidate.

(d) A candidate is defeated in “batch elimination” if the number of elected and continuing candidates with
more votes than that candidate is greater than the number of seats to be elected, and if one of the
following applies: (i) The candidate's current vote total plus all votes that could possibly be transferred to
the candidate in future rounds is not enough to equal or surpass the candidate with the next-higher
current vote total; or (ii) the candidate has fewer votes than a candidate described in (i).

(e) If two or more last-place candidates are tied and batch elimination does not apply, the candidate with
the fewest votes in the prior round is defeated. If two or more such tied candidates were tied in the prior
round, the second tie shall be decided by referring similarly to the standing of candidates, in terms of
votes, in the second-prior round. This principle shall be applied successively as many times as
necessary, a tie shown in any prior round being decided by referring to the standing of the candidates in
the round immediately preceding the tie.



(f) The Town Clerk shall have the authority to make any changes to the ranked choice voting ballot and
tabulation process necessary to ensure the integrity and smooth functioning of the election, provided that
ranked choice voting shall still be used and the smallest number of changes are made to achieve such
purpose.

Section 2. This Act shall take effect upon approval of the majority of Arlington voters by local ballot
question."



 

 

 

TOWN OF ARLINGTON 
 

 
 

DRAFT 
Report to Annual Town Meeting 2021 

Article 57 
Endorsement of CDBG Application  

 
We are pleased to submit the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) application for Program Year 47 
(July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022). Applications were due on January 15, 2021 and reviewed at the January 25, 
2021 Select Board meeting. The CDBG Subcommittee met on February 17, 2021, February 24, 2021, and March 
10, 2021 to review the applications and develop the following budget for the use of CDBG funds. This report 
describes each of the requests and the recommended budget allocations.  
 
The Town of Arlington expects to receive $1,090,533 in new grant funds from the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) for the period July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022. This is a decrease of $31,070 
from the current year’s allocation. The Town anticipates new program income approximated to be in the amount 
of $60,000 and reprogrammed prior year’s CDBG funds in the amount of $49,982 that will increase the final 
amount available to be programmed to Program Year 47 CDBG activities.  Please refer to the attached 
spreadsheet for further details.  The following proposed allocations would expend a total anticipated amount of 
$1,200,515. Additional funds will be programmed during the next quarter of 2021. 
 
The following is a summary of the requests for funds and the corresponding recommended allocations. Each 
request has been placed into one of six categories: Affordable Housing, Economic Development, Public Services, 
Public Facilities, Infrastructure and Parks, Planning, and Administration.  
 
Projects/activities must meet one of the following HUD National Objectives:  
 
Low/Moderate Income Area Benefit (LMA): the project/activity meets the needs of persons residing in an 
area where at least 33.67% of the residents make a low or moderate income. 
 
Low/Moderate Income Clientele (LMC): the activity benefits a group of persons (rather than residents in a 
particular area) 51% of whom make a low- or moderate-income. The following groups are presumed to make 
a low- to moderate-income: abused children, battered spouses, elderly persons, and adults meeting the U.S. 
Bureau of Census’ Current Population Reports definition of “severely disabled,” homeless persons, illiterate 
adults and persons living with AIDS.  
 
Low/Moderate Housing (LMH): the project will provide or improve permanent residential structures which, 
upon completion, will be occupied by households that make a low- to moderate-income. This includes but is 



 

 

 

not limited to acquisition or rehabilitation. Housing can be either owner or renter occupied units in one 
family or multi-family structures.  
 
Slum or Blighted Area (SBA): the project is in a designated slum/blighted area as defined under State or local 
law and will address conditions that qualified the area as slum or blighted.  
 
Spot Blight (SBS): the project will prevent or eliminate specific conditions of blight or physical decay outside 
a slum area. Activities are limited to clearance, historic preservation, rehabilitation of buildings, but only to 
the extent necessary to eliminate conditions detrimental to public health and safety.  
 

CDBG Subcommittee 
 
Adam Chapdelaine, Town Manager 
John Hurd, Select Board Chair 
Sarah Lee, Resident 
Diane Mahon, Select Board Member 
Christopher Potter, Resident 
Jennifer Raitt, Director of Planning and Community Development 
Antonette Sacco, Resident 
Mallory Sullivan, CDBG Administrator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Community Development Block Grant  
Annual Action Plan 
July 1, 2021- June 30, 2022 
 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
 
Affordable Housing Capital Improvements, Caritas Communities: This request for $220,860 would be 
for improvements to enhance the safety, accessibility, functionality, and longevity of two Caritas 
Communities properties at 22 Fessenden Road and 12 Russell Terrace.  This program is expected to 
benefit 35 individuals and complies with the national objective LMH. Funding is recommended at 
$220,860.  
 
Affordable Housing Predevelopment Reports and Surveys, Housing Corporation of Arlington (HCA): 
This request for $50,000 would be used to fund predevelopment costs including environmental reports 
and investigations, title review, land survey and examination of floodplain issues in order to support 
HCA in making informed decisions regarding potential development of affordable housing. This project 
is expected to benefit 36 households and complies with the national objective LMH. Funding is 
recommended at $50,000. 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
Technical Assistance Program, Town of Arlington/Department of Planning & Community 
Development: This request for $50,000 would enable the Town to continue efforts to make education 
and training available to Arlington small businesses with a purpose of increasing business resiliency to 
changes in the economy, technology, and commerce. The program will provide local businesses with 
individualized and group training. This program is expected to benefit ten (10) Arlington businesses and 
create or retain at least one (1) low- to moderate-income job. This program complies with national 
objective LMC. Funding is recommended at $50,000. 
 
Small Business Recovery Grant Program, Town of Arlington/Department of Planning & 
Community Development: This request for $300,000 will enable the Town to continue to provide 
working capital grants to small businesses with twenty or fewer employees and a brick-and-mortar 
location currently or formerly (prior to the pandemic) patronized by customers in-person. It is 
expected to assist 25 small businesses and to retain or create six (6) low- to moderate-income jobs. 
This activity meets the national objective LMJ. Funding is recommended at $300,000.  
 

PUBLIC SERVICES 
 
Scholarship Program, Arlington Boys & Girls Club: This request for $25,000 would provide scholarships 
to income-eligible households who participate in Boys & Girls Club activities. The program provides 
financial assistance to households with limited resources for such activities as after school care, 
summer camp, instructional classes, and preschool. Each recipient is also required to share in the cost 
of the program, based on their ability to pay. This project is expected to benefit 50 individuals and 
complies with national objective LMC. Funding is recommended at $19,000. 
 



 

 

 

Jobs, Jobs, Jobs Program, Arlington Boys & Girls Club: This request for $5,000 would fund a summer 
employment program for income-eligible youth in grades nine, ten, and eleven. Funding would pay for 
the teens to be employed as recreation assistants at the club and would provide service to other 
income-qualified youth. The program provides teens the opportunity to learn job skills, including skills 
in childcare, and recreation leadership skills. This project is expected to benefit seven (7) individuals 
and complies with national objective LMC. Funding is recommended at $4,000. 
 
Athletic Scholarships, Arlington High School: This request for $8,000 would provide athletic 
scholarships for Arlington High School students. The funds would be used for income-eligible students 
who cannot afford to pay the annual activity fee for various athletic programs offered. This project is 
expected to benefit 50 individuals and complies with national objective LMC. Funding is recommended 
at $3,800. 
 
Operation Success Learning Center, Arlington Housing Authority: This request for $6,000 would pay 
for the operating costs of a homework support program for junior high school students living in 
Menotomy Manor, an Arlington Housing Authority property. Trained volunteers and active and retired 
teachers from the community provide homework tutoring. This project is expected to benefit 30 
individuals and complies with national objective LMC. Funding is recommended at $6,000. 
 
Mental Health Counseling and Support Services, Arlington Youth Counseling Center (AYCC): This 
request for $20,000 would subsidize the costs of counseling services to income-eligible households 
including free and reduced-fee mental health counseling and medication treatment, case management 
services for vulnerable Arlington residents, and therapeutic groups and support services for victims and 
survivors of domestic violence. The CDBG allocation defrays the cost of out-of-pocket expenses that are 
not covered by a client's insurance or is used for children and families that are without support or 
cannot afford the fee scale. This project is expected to benefit 120 individuals and complies with 
national objective LMC. Funding is recommended at $19,000.  
 
Adult Day Health Services, Council on Aging: This request for $6,000 would provide scholarships for 
elderly to utilize the Adult Day Health Services, through the Cooperative Elder Services, Inc. The 
program provides a safe and therapeutic adult day care service, meals and other social programs at a 
very low cost for those who, due to physical and/or psychological limitations, cannot be left alone at 
home. This project is expected to benefit 20 individuals and complies with national objective LMC. 
Funding is recommended at $6,000.  
 
Transportation Program, Council on Aging: This request for $31,540 would fund the transportation 
services that are offered to Arlington seniors. The transportation program brings seniors to medical 
appointments and local stores, helping seniors remain independent and active in the community. This 
project is expected to benefit 500 individuals and complies with national objective LMC. Funding is 
recommended at $31,540. 
 
Volunteer Coordinator, Council on Aging:  This request for $52,922 would fund the position of 
Volunteer Coordinator. The coordinator supervises and coordinates volunteers and manages the van 
and transportation program and is essential to the Council on Aging’s mission to engage senior citizens 
in community participation. The funds received would be used for the base salary of the staff person 



 

 

 

plus all fringe benefits. This project is expected to benefit 5000 individuals (through a network of 300 
volunteers) and complies with national objective LMC. Funding is recommended at $52,922. 
 
Jobs, Jobs, Jobs Program, Fidelity House: This request for $5,000 would fund a summer employment 
program for income-eligible youth in grades nine, ten, and eleven. Funding would pay for the teens to 
be employed as recreation assistants at Fidelity House and would provide service to other income-
qualified youth. The program provides teens the opportunity to learn job skills, including skills in 
childcare, and recreation leadership skills. This project is expected to benefit five (5) individuals and 
complies with national objective LMC. Funding is recommended at $4,000. 
 
Menotomy Manor Outreach Program, Fidelity House: This request for $20,000 would help to defray 
the cost of programs that Fidelity House manages for the low-income families of Menotomy Manor. 
This program, created to directly address the developmental needs of Arlington’s low-income youth, 
includes transportation to and from Fidelity House, memberships, participation in all youth programs, 
on-site programming, and camp memberships for summer day camp. The program’s goal is to continue 
to provide a quality program for 6- to 18-year-olds. This project is expected to benefit 100 individuals 
and complies with national objective LMC. Funding is recommended at $20,000. 
 
Program Scholarships, Recreation Department: This request for $13,000 would provide scholarships 
for activities offered by the Recreation Department. The program provides income-eligible households 
an opportunity to participate in recreation programs by providing financial assistance to offset the cost 
of program fees. This project is expected to benefit 100 individuals and complies with national 
objective LMC. Funding is recommended at $11,700. 
 
Outreach and Stabilization Program, Somerville Homeless Coalition: This request for $38,201 would 
increase access to critical resources for the unsheltered population in Arlington. The ultimate goal of 
the Outreach and Stabilization Program is to identify and secure housing and transition homeless 
clients to suitable living environments that are affordable and linked with ongoing tenancy stabilization 
services. This project is expected to benefit 35 individuals and complies with national objective LMC. 
This activity is fully funded in the Town Manager's FY22 Annual Budget. Accordingly, CDBG funding 
would be duplicative and thus is not recommended for this project. 
 
PUBLIC FACILITIES AND IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Capital Funding,  Food Link, Inc.: This request for $46,667  would fund the purchase and installation of  
a generator and air filtration system for the generator at Food Link’s new hub, located at 108 Summer 
Street. The addition of a generator will ensure continuity of services to clientele facing food insecurity 
in the event of an extended power outage due or other community-wide event. This project is 
expected to benefit 6,500 individuals and complies with national objective LMC. Funding is 
recommended at $46,667. 
 
ADA Compliance Program-Curb Cuts Ramp Project, Arlington Commission on Disability: This request 
for $125,000 would construct and reconstruct ADA-compliant sidewalk ramps for the purpose of 
improving access and pedestrian safety for the elderly and disabled. 54 curb cuts would be installed 



 

 

 

utilizing these funds.  This activity complies with national objective LMA. Funding is recommended at 
$125,000. 
 
PLANNING 
 
Planners, Department of Planning and Community Development: This request for $52,335 will fund 
a portion of the salary and fringe benefits of Department staff working on CDBG-related activities. 
Duties and responsibilities involve data gathering and analysis, survey creation and implementation, 
land use planning and zoning activities, affordable housing studies and implementation. All positions 
serve under the Director of Planning and Community Development. Funding includes salary plus fringe 
benefits, which are reimbursed to the Town. This activity is exempt from meeting a national objective. 
Funding is recommended at $52,335.  
 
Planning Studies, Department of Planning and Community Development: This request for $79,700 
will fund activities to help in the creation and preservation of affordable housing and minimize 
displacement. These activities will include a nexus study to inform future amendments to the 
inclusionary zoning bylaw; anti-displacement strategies; studying the needs of extremely low-
income and underhoused individuals and families to inform future funding applications and 
allocation of resources; study senior non-housing needs to maximize resources and services that 
enable seniors to continue living in the community, and coordinate with other non-housing services 
to support aging in community; identify resources to preserve homes that are on track to lose 
affordability due to expiring deed restrictions; and other activities which advance affordable 
housing planning. This activity is exempt from meeting a national objective. Funding is 
recommended at $79,700. 
 
Annual Town Survey, Envision Arlington: This request for $2,200 would continue the annual town 
Census Insert Survey. Data collected from this survey informs policy-setting for the town and other 
planning activities. This activity is exempt from meeting a national objective.  Funding is recommended 
at $2,200. 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
Community Development Block Grant Administrator, Department of Planning and Community 
Development: This request for $78,291 would fund the salary and fringe benefits of the CDBG 
Administrator position. This staff person is responsible for the daily financial administration of the 
CDBG program and coordination of grant activities with program directors. The Administrator is also 
responsible for maintaining all records and completing the reporting requirements of the CDBG 
program as required by HUD. This activity is exempt from meeting a national objective. Funding is 
recommended at $78,291. 
 
General Administration, Department of Planning and Community Development: This request for 
$17,500 would fund administrative costs related to overall program development, management, 
coordination, monitoring, and evaluation. This line item also includes funding legal advertising and 
training and travel costs for the Administrator. This activity is exempt from meeting a national 
objective. Funding is recommended at $17,500.  



 

 

 

 

 
 

TOWN OF ARLINGTON 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM 

CDBG Funding Recommendations, Program Year 47 
 

CDBG Program Activity Organization/Department 
 PY47 

Recommendation 

REHABILITATION/HOUSING 

Improving 22 Fessenden and 12 Russell Terrace Caritas Communities $220,860  

Affordable Housing Pre-Development Reports & Surveys Housing Corporation of Arlington $50,000 

            Sub-total $270,860  

PUBLIC SERVICES  
Scholarship Program Arlington Boys and Girls Club   $19,000  

Jobs, Jobs, Jobs Program Arlington Boys and Girls Club  $4,000  

Athletic Scholarships Arlington High School  $3,800  

Operation Success Learning Center Arlington Housing Authority $6,000  

Mental Health Counseling and Support Services Arlington Youth Counseling Center (AYCC) $19,000  

Adult Day Health Council on Aging   $6,000  

Transportation Program Council on Aging $31,540  

Volunteer Coordinator Council on Aging  $52,922  

Jobs, Jobs, Jobs Fidelity House $4,000  

Menotomy Manor Outreach Program Fidelity House $20,000  

Outreach and Stabilization Program Somerville Homeless Coalition $0  

Program Scholarships Recreation Department $11,700  

            Sub-total (PY47 estimated statutory limit: $177,965) $177,962  

PUBLIC FACILITIES AND IMPROVEMENTS  

Curb Cut Ramp Project Arlington Disability Commission + DPW  $125,000  

Facility Capital Improvements: Environmental Efficiency Food Link, Inc. $46,667  

            Sub-total  $171,667  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  

Arlington Small Business Technical Assistance Program Planning and Community Development  $50,000  

Arlington Small Business Recovery Program Planning and Community Development $300,000 

            Sub-total $350,000  

PLANNING 

Planners Planning and Community Development  $52,335  

Planning Studies Planning and Community Development  $79,700  

Annual Town Survey Envision Arlington $2,200  

            Sub-total  $134,235  

ADMINISTRATION  

Grants Administrator (salary + benefits) Planning and Community Development  $78,291  

General Administration Planning and Community Development  $17,500  

            Sub-total  $ 95,791  

Planning & Admin. Sub-total (PY47 estimated statutory limit: $230,107) $230,026  

TOTAL $1,200,515  



 

 

 

 
 

 

TOWN OF ARLINGTON 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM 

CDBG Funding Sources, Program Year 47 
 

 
HUD Entitlement Allocation 
 

 
$1,090,533.00 

 
Estimated Program Income 
 

 
$60,000.00 

 
Prior Year Reprogrammed Funds 
 

 
$49,982.00 

 
TOTAL 

 
$1,200,515.00 
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Town of Arlington 
Legal Department 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO:  Select Board 
 
FROM: Douglas W. Heim 
 
DATE:  March 19, 2021 
 
RE:  Draft Votes and Comments for Articles: 8, 9, 10, 17, 19, 22, and 91  
 
 
 I write to provide the Board the following as draft Final Votes and Comments for your 
consideration at the March 22, 2021 Select Board meeting regarding the previously heard, 
above-referenced warrant articles. 
 
 
ARTICLE 8   BYLAW AMENDMENT/CANINE CONTROL  

FEES & FINES  
 
 
VOTED:  That Title VIII, Article 2 (“Canine Control”) Section 4 (“Licensing”) be and 
hereby is amended throughout to establish clearer and more efficient deadlines and 
penalties for annual dog licensing, enhance clarity for residents, and provide for minor 
grammar and syntax adjustments as follows: 

ARTICLE 2 
CANINE CONTROL 

Douglas W. Heim 50 Pleasant Street 
Town Counsel Arlington, MA 02476 
 Phone: 781.316.3150 
 Fax: 781.316.3159 
 E-mail: dheim@town.arlington.ma.us 
 Website:  www.arlingtonma.gov 

mailto:dheim@town.arlington.ma.us
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Section 4. Licensing 

(ART. 25, ATM – 04/27/88) 
(ART. 23, ATM – 05/04/2009) 
(ART. 13 -04/29/13) 
 
A. Licensing Requirement. 
 
1. License required. The owner or keeper of any dog over the age of six months kept in 
the Town of Arlington shall obtain a license for the dog from the Town Clerk. 
 
2. Annual renewal. Licenses issued under this section shall be renewed on an annual basis 
in accordance with procedures to be determined by the Town Clerk. Licenses are issued 
for the calendar year and must be renewed every on or before January 31st, although 
there is a grace period established in sub-section F before fines are assessed. 
 
3. Transfer. Within 30 days of moving into the Town within a licensing period, the owner 
or keeper of a dog must apply to the Town Clerk to transfer the dog’s for a license. The 
Town Clerk shall issue a transfer license for a fee and in accordance with procedures that 
the Town Clerk shall determine. 
 
B. Conditions. 
 
1. Rabies vaccination. The Town Clerk shall not grant a license unless (i) the license 
applicant provides a veterinarian’s certification or notarized letter that the dog has been 
vaccinated against rabies; or (ii) the dog is exempted from the vaccination requirement 
by the Town of Arlington Board of Health or the Town Clerk in accordance with Section 
145B of Chapter 140 of the General Laws. 
 
2. Control. Any license granted under this section is granted on the condition that the 
licensed dog shall be controlled and restrained from killing, chasing, or harassing 
livestock or fowl. 
 
3. Previous conviction of animal cruelty. Town Clerk shall not grant a license under this 
section or Section 5, below, to an applicant who has been convicted of one or more of the 
offenses set forth in Section 137D of Chapter 140 of the General Laws within the 
preceding five years. 
 
C. License Forms. 
 
1. Symptoms of rabies. Every license issued to the owner of a dog shall have a description 
of the symptoms of rabies printed thereon, as supplied by the state Department of Public 
Health. 
 
2. Description of dog. The owner of a dog to be licensed under this section may add to the 
license application form up to ten descriptive words indicating the dog’s color, breed, 
weight, or any special markings. 
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D. Tags. 
 
1. Issuance. Along with the As proof of license licensure, the Town Clerk shall issue a 
durable tag inscribed with the license number, designation of the Town of Arlington, and 
the year of issue. 
 
2. Affixed to dog. The owner or keeper of the licensed dog shall keep a collar or harness 
of leather or other suitable material affixed around the dog’s neck or body to which the 
tag shall be securely attached. 
 
3. Lost tags. If the tag is lost or destroyed, the owner or keeper shall immediately secure a 
substitute tag from the Town Clerk for a fee to be determined by the Town Clerk. 
 
E. Exemptions. The requirements of this section shall not apply: 
 
(1) to a person to whom the applicable kennel license has been issued under this Bylaw 
and remains in force; or (2) to a dog housed in a research institution. 
 
F. Fees. (ART. 10, ATM – 04/23/18) 
 
1. Annual license fees. The annual license fees are as follows: 
 
a. female: $20 
b. spayed female: $15 
c. male: $20 
d. neutered male: $15 
 
To be charged the lower fee for licensing a spayed or neutered dog, the license applicant 
must provide proof of spay or neuter in the form of either: (a) a certificate from the 
veterinarian who spayed or neutered the dog; (b) a veterinary bill for performing the 
procedure; or (c) a statement signed under the penalties of perjury by a veterinarian 
registered and practicing in the Commonwealth describing the dog and stating that the 
veterinarian has examined the dog and that the dog appears to be spayed or neutered and 
therefore incapable of propagation. 
 
2. Failure to comply; penalties. 
 
a. Penalty for failure to comply with licensing requirements. 

Failure to comply with this section shall be punishable by a fine of $50 $25. 

Grace period. Failure to comply with this section within  satisfy licensing requirements 
before the first Thursday following 45 business days of the 31st of January each year date 
that the licensing or re-licensing obligation arises will constitute failure to comply with 
licensing requirements. 
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b. Additional late fees. 

Missed year. An additional $50 $25 fine shall be applied where owners fail to register a 
dog for an entire calendar year, due upon registration the following calendar year, and 
the license fee for the missed year must be paid in full. These late fees shall be in addition 
to any other applicable penalty provided for in this Bylaw. 

Multiple penalties. If the owners fail to register a dog for an entire calendar year and 
apply for registration outside of the grace period, the fine will consist of the $25 late fee 
and the $25 skipped year fee, due upon registration in the current year.  

 
3. Waiver of fees. 
 
a. Service animal. 
No fee shall be charged for the licensure of a service animal as defined by the Americans 
with Disabilities Act or regulations promulgated thereunder. Late fees apply. 
 
b. Owner aged 70 and over. 
 
If the Town so votes in accordance with Section 139(c) of Chapter 140 of the General 
Laws, no fee shall be charged for the licensure of a dog owned by a person aged 70 years 
and older. Late fees apply. 
 
4. No refund of fees. No license fee paid under this section shall be refunded, in whole or 
in part, due to mistake or due to the subsequent death, loss, spay or neuter, removal from 
the Town or the Commonwealth, or other disposal of the licensed dog.”; and 

 
 

(5 – 0) 
 
COMMENT:  The Select Board supports these straightforward amendments to the Town’s dog 
licensing bylaw provisions requested by the Town Clerk.  The proposed changes make the bylaw 
easier to understand and enforce by clarifying timelines, reducing initial registration penalties, 
and better empowering the Clerk’s Office to pursue late fees for failure to pay the reduced fines. 
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ARTICLE 9             BYLAW AMENDMENT/DISPLAY OF NOTICE FINES 
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town Bylaws, Title V, Article 1 Section 2 to reduce 
fines for violations greater than twenty days from $500 to $300 in accordance with state law; or 
take any action related thereto. 

(Inserted at the request of the Town Manager) 
 
 
VOTED: That Title V, Article I (“Display of Notices”), Section 2. Fines for Violations be 
and hereby is amended by striking the word and number “five” and “500”respectively and 
replacing them with the words “three,” and “300” respectively so as to read as follows as 
follows:  
 

ARTICLE 1 
DISPLAY OF NOTICES 

 
Section 2. Fines for Violations 
 
Whoever violates any of the provisions of this By-Law shall be punished by a fine of not 
more than one hundred dollars ($100), and whoever, after conviction for such violation 
unlawfully maintains such notice for twenty (20) days thereafter shall be punished by a fine 
of not more than five three hundred dollars ($500300). 
 
 

(5 – 0) 
 
COMMENT:  The proposed changes constitute administrative corrections to the amount of 
fines allowed under Title V, Article I (“Display of Notices”), Section 2 of the Town Bylaws 
following 2019 Town Meeting’s successful updates to Arlington signage regulations. A side 
effect of moving most signage regulation into the Zoning Bylaw is that the Town Bylaws’ 
regulation of temporary of “Notices,” such as lost-pet, yard sale, and Town committee temporary 
flyers and signs are no longer tethered to state laws governing outdoor advertising, which 
authorized higher levels of fines that state law affords for Bylaw violations.  Accordingly, the 
Town’s fine for violations of the Display of Notices Bylaw cannot now exceed $300.  Therefore, 
the Select Board recommends Town Meeting adopt this administrative change to accurately 
reflect the maximum cap on Bylaw fines under the law. 
 
 
ARTICLE 10            BYLAW AMENDMENT/STREET PERFORMANCE DEFINITIONS 
 
 
VOTED:    That no action be taken on Article 10. 

 
(5 – 0) 
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COMMENT:   The Select Board recommends no further action on this article during the 2021 
Town Meeting as its proponents inform us that further examination of the issues is necessary to 
developing any appropriate updates and revisions to street performance definitions. 
 
ARTICLE 17  VOTE/ ESTABLISHMENT OF YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT 

ADVISORY BOARD, COMMISSION, OR COMMITTEE STUDY 
COMMITTEE  

 

VOTED:   That Town Meeting hereby establishes a “Youth and Young Adult Advisory 
Board Study Committee” to be structured, organized, and charged as follows: 
 

Youth and Young Adult Advisory Board Study Committee 
 

I. Committee Membership and Organization 
 

A. The Committee shall consist of  the following members: 

• Four (4) Arlington students appointed by the Town Moderator, two 
(2) of whom shall be currently enrolled Arlington Public Schools 
student; and two (2) of who shall be Arlington residents presently 
enrolled in  middle school or high school’ 

• One (1) member of the Select Board, or their designee; 

• One (1) member of the School Committee, or their designee; 

• One (1) member of the Library Board of Trustees as determined by 
such commission; 

• The Director of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion or their designee from 
the Health and Human Services Department,  

• One (1) member of the Board of Youth Services; as determined by 
such Board; 

• One (1) member of the Park & Recreation Commission; as 
determined by such commission; and  

• One (1) member of Envision Arlington Standing Committee or their 
designee; as determined by such committee. 

 
B. Quorum 

 
A majority of voting members shall constitute a quorum, and 
decisions shall be based on the vote of a simple majority of those 
committee members present and voting. 
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C. Organization and First Meeting 

 
The initial meeting of the Study Committee shall be convened by the 
designee of the Select Board, and the first order of business shall be 
the self-organization of the study committee through the election of 
one or more chairs, whose responsibility shall be to convene and 
preside over all future meetings, as well as a clerk, whose duties shall 
include the proper posting of meeting agendas and minutes. The 
Study Committee shall designate any other officers as it sees fit. 

 
 II. Committee Charge & Reporting 
 

A. The Study Committee shall study the need, value, and options for the 
creation and operation of a permanent board or committee aimed 
towards fostering youth and young adult involvement in governance and 
youth and young adult input on all issues facing the town. 
 

B. The Study Committee shall be encouraged to examine and compare 
models for obtaining youth and young adult input and feedback as well as 
the overall structures and functions of a Youth and Young Adult 
Advisory Board or similar entity. 
 

C. The Study Committee shall report its recommendations to the 2022 
Annual Town Meeting. 

 
III. Dissolution  
 

The study committee will be dissolved concurrent with the dissolution of the 
2022 Annual Town Meeting, unless there is a vote of Town Meeting to effectuate an 
earlier dissolution or other amendment. 

 

 
(5 – 0) 

 
COMMENT:  The Select Board recommends positive action on the establishment of a 
committee of Town Meeting to explore the options for creation of an “Arlington Youth and 
Young Adult Advisory Board” or similar entity.  The primary goal of such a Board would be 
proactively garnering youth perspectives on a wide array of Town policies, practices and issues, 
and to foster engagement that flows from including Arlington Youth in our government.  It is the 
expectation of the Select Board that the proposed study committee would evaluate the scope and 
parameters for operation of similar boards in other communities; determine whether or not such a 
body would be effective and useful in Arlington; and make recommendations at a future Town 
Meeting for the creation of such an advisory board or other actions as dictated by their collective 
findings. 
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ARTICLE 19     VOTE/ESTABLISHMENT OF TOWN COMMITTEE  

ON RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT  
 
 
VOTED: That no action be taken on Article 19. 

(5 – 0) 
 
COMMENT:  The Select Board commends Mr. Parise and other proponents of this article for 
continued advocacy on issues of residential development in Arlington. As the Select Board 
understands it, the goal of this article is to re-establish a version of the “Residential Study Group” 
created at the 2016 Town Meeting, but with a more limited membership.  The Select Board’s primary 
concern is that subject of the proposed committee’s work is precisely the role of the ARB as the 
Planning Board.  Hence, the proposal is essentially to create a new committee to engage already 
existing boards and committees like the ARB and the Zoning Bylaw Review Committee. 
 
 
ARTICLE 24        VOTE/TOWN CLERK STUDY  
 
VOTED: That the Select Board supports to Finance Committee’s Appropriation under 

this article. 

       (4 – 1) Ms.  Mahon voted in the negative. 

COMMENT:  The instant warrant article was inserted at the request of the Town Clerk, 
and the balance of the Board supports the Finance Committee’s vote to the appropriate up to 
$10,000 to conduct a community study on the conversion of the office of the Town Clerk from 
elected to appointed. The majority of the Board believes that the issue is worth study to evaluate 
potential benefits of professionalizing the elected position, noting some of the benefits of an 
converting the Town Treasurer to an appointed office several years ago.  Several Board members 
stressed that supporting study does not guarantee a given outcome.  The minority view expressed 
concerns about consideration of taking a directly-elected office away from voters and 
disappointment with facets of the prior conversion of the Treasurer’s position. 
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ARTICLE 22 VOTE/PROVISION OF TOWN EMAIL ADDRESSES 
FOR TOWN MEETING MEMBERS  

 
VOTED: That no action be taken under this Article. 

  

(4 – 1) Mr. Diggins voted in the negative. 
 
COMMENT: While the article raises several valuable ideas for increasing engagement with 
Town Meeting Members and securing certain privacy interests, on balance, the majority of the 
Select Board believes creating Town administered email addresses for Meeting Members poses 
significant challenges that can be addressed with greater autonomy and customization by 
Members themselves.  There may be some Town Meeting Members who do not make 
themselves accessible via email, but in the Board’s experience, many if not most Members 
establish a “TMM” email address for Meeting business separate from their personal or work 
email addresses. Some members of the Board expressed interest in exploring the issue further, 
including whether or not “alias” addresses would be technically feasible. 
 

However, as Town Meeting knows, Meeting Members are not “municipal employees” in 
the same manner as town staff, other committee and commission members, or elected officials.  
The conflict-of-interest and open meeting laws do not apply to Town Meeting or its membership.  
In a similar vein, public records laws do not necessarily apply to Meeting Member 
communications while using personal email addresses.  Using a Town administered email 
address could make communications between members or members and precinct residents public 
records.  Moreover, providing Meeting Member Town email accounts would not require Meeting 
Members to necessarily utilize them, and may require significant tech support.  Thus, the Select 
Board is not convinced that the benefits of this Article’s proposal outweigh new issues created 
by it. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
ARTICLE 91               DECLARATION OF CLIMATE EMERGENCY 
 
 
VOTED:   That Town Meeting hereby adopts the following resolution: 
 
WHEREAS, on April 22, 2016, in the Paris Agreement, world leaders from 174 countries 
and the European Union agreed to keep warming well below 2°C above pre-industrial 
levels and to pursue efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5°C; and 

WHEREAS, on October 8, 2018, the United Nations International Panel on Climate 
Change (“IPCC”) projected that limiting warming to the 1.5°C target this century will 
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require an unprecedented transformation of every sector of the global economy over the 
next 12 years, and ongoing research suggests even greater urgency; and 
 
WHEREAS, on November 23, 2018, the United States Fourth National Climate Assessment 
(“NCA4”) reported the massive threat that climate change poses to the American economy, 
our environment and climate stability, and underscores the need for immediate climate 
emergency action at all levels of government; and 
 
WHEREAS, in August, 2008, the Massachusetts Global Warming Solutions Act (GWSA) 
established 1990 as the statewide baseline for measuring greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, 
with a target of reducing emissions from all sectors of the economy by 25% in 2020 and at 
least 80% in 2050; and 
 
WHEREAS, per 192nd MA General Court (1-28-2021) S.9 SEC.10 - sec.4(h) “The interim 
2030 statewide greenhouse gas emissions limit shall be at least 50 percent below the 1990 
level, and the interim 2040 statewide greenhouse gas emissions limit shall be at least 75 
percent below the 1990 level.” and 
 
WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the Town of Arlington are 
vulnerable to the effects of climate disruption and have already been subjected to 
devastating disasters caused by global warming, including increasingly severe Nor’easters, 
blizzards, droughts, heatwaves, and coastal and inland flooding; and 
 
WHEREAS, the economic costs of weather and climate disasters are immense, as indicated 
by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) report that in 2020 (as 
of October 7) there have been 16 U.S. weather/climate disasters with losses exceeding $1 
billion each (tied with 2011 and 2017 for the highest number ever), including fires, 
hurricanes, droughts, and heatwaves; and 
 
WHEREAS, the marginalized populations in Arlington, the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts and worldwide, including people of color, immigrants, indigenous 
communities, low-income individuals, homeless persons, and people with disabilities, are 
already disproportionately affected by climate change, and will continue to bear an excess 
burden as temperatures increase; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Arlington acknowledges the need for climate action through the 
Select Board’s establishment of Envision Arlington (formerly Vision 2020), the Town’s 
greenhouse gas inventory, its 2018 commitment to becoming carbon neutral by 2050 
through the establishment of the Clean Energy Future Committee, and the drafting of the 
Net-Zero Planning Roadmap; and  
 

WHEREAS, the National and state governments have acted too slowly to address the 
climate emergency, so Arlington and other Massachusetts communities are being called to 
step forward and take bold action now, just as our town has done in history. 
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THEREFORE, THE ARLINGTON TOWN MEETING HEREBY RESOLVES AS 
FOLLOWS: 

1. Declares Emergency. Declares a climate emergency and calls for an immediate 
urgent mobilization to protect the climate, reducing the pace of warming and 
slowing down ecological collapse to the maximum extent possible. 

2. Tells the Truth. Speaks plainly in high-profile public communications about the 
climate crisis; and commits to providing a periodic report of our community’s 
complete annual greenhouse gas emissions, using a reputable accounting protocol. 
 

3. Acts Now. Initiates immediate action wherever possible, in matters within Town 
authority. Agrees (a) to explicitly consider climate impact in major town decisions to 
the maximum extent permitted by law, reliably supporting actions that increase 
climate resiliency while reducing pollution and opposing actions that increase 
greenhouse gas emissions; and (b) to appoint a community liaison with the 
responsibility of actively working with the media, annual carbon reporting, and 
constituent communication, to support rapid greenhouse gas reductions. 

 
4. Promotes Climate Action in Matters Beyond Town Authority. All Town of 

Arlington input, influence, and lobbying with state and federal governments and 
with regional entities responsible for energy and utilities supports rapid greenhouse 
gas reductions. 

 
5. Promotes Climate Justice. Preserves and protects the rights, well-being, autonomy, 

and power of people at greatest risk, including people of color, immigrants, climate 
refugees, indigenous communities, low-income individuals, the very young and very 
old, homeless persons, and people with disabilities. 

 
 

(5 – 0) 
 
COMMENT:  The Select Board unanimously urges Town Meeting to adopt this Climate 
Emergency Resolution to convey and reflect upon the urgency and centrality of the threat of 
climate change to the Town’s policies and commitments.  While the resolution largely speaks for 
itself, the Board specifically wishes to highlight that the five “action steps” set forth in the 
resolution build upon the work and goals of the Town’s present Climate & Resiliency Planning 
and the Town Manager’s “Net Zero Plan,” while also reaffirming our convictions to build 
climate change into Town decision making within the respective boundaries of duties and 
authorities of various town bodies and officials.  Further, this resolution follows previous efforts 
such as special legislation seeking to allow the Town to limit installation of fossil fuel 
infrastructure by urging the Town to continue to vigorously pursue new and additional tools and 
resources for greenhouse gas emission reductions and elimination.  Finally, this resolution 
recognizes the fundamental role of equity and justice in attacking climate change and its impacts 
both locally and globally. 
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The Board also encourages members of Town Meeting to avail themselves of the many resources 
on this resolution and subject developed and published by “Emergency Arlington” on their 
website. 
 

 



Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Traffic Concerns Re Road, Utility and Repair Work to New Food Link Building and 108 Summer Street

Summary:
Eugene Downing, 5 Montrose Avenue

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material CR_Eugene_Downing.pdf Reference





Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Court Street Parking Meter Enforcement

Summary:
Guy Morello via Request/Answer Center

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material CR_G._Morello.pdf Reference







Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Discussion: Future Select Board Meetings

Summary:
John V. Hurd, Chair

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material March_-_April_Calendar.pdf March - April Calendar



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1            
Select Board 

Meeting 

2 3 4 5 6

7 8              
Select Board 

Meeting

9 10 11 12 13

14 15          
Select Board 

Meeting

16 17               
St. Patricks 

Day

18 19 20

21 22          
Select Board 

Meeting

23 24 25       
Warrant 

Inserted in 
Advocate

26 27

28       
Passover 

29 30 31

MARCH 2021



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 2              

Good Friday 
Town Hall 

Closed

3

4              
Easter

5            
Select Board 

Meeting

6 7 8 9 10           
Annual Town 

Election 

11 12          
Select Board 

Meeting

13 14 15           
Town Meeting 

Packet 
Distribution

16 17

18 19         
Patriots Day 

Town Hall 
Closed

20 21 22 23 24

25 26            
Town Meeting 

Begins 

27 28 29 30

APRIL 2021



Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

NEW BUSINESS



Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

To Discuss Strategy With Respect To Litigation Against Itron, Inc.

Summary:
Douglas W. Heim, Town Counsel
Michael Cunningham, Deputy Town Counsel



Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Next Scheduled Meeting of Select Board April 5, 2021

Summary:
You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 
When: Mar 22, 2021 07:15 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
Topic: Select Board Meeting
Register in advance for this webinar:
https://town-arlington-ma-us.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Gjil9feTSHaVbI5icnaBew
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar.
 
*Notice to the Public on meeting privacy* In the interests of preventing abuse of videoconferencing technology
(i.e. Zoom Bombing) all participants, including members of the public, wishing to engage via the Zoom App
must register for each meeting and will notice multi-step authentication protocols. Please allow additional time to
join the meeting. Further, members of the public who wish to participate without providing their name may still
do so by telephone dial-in information provided above.
 
Documents regarding agenda items will be made available via Novus Agenda and the Town's Website.

https://www.mass.gov/doc/open-meeting-law-order-march-12-2020/download

https://town-arlington-ma-us.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Gjil9feTSHaVbI5icnaBew
https://www.mass.gov/doc/open-meeting-law-order-march-12-2020/download
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