
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          

                   
                               

September 18, 2021 

 

Town of Arlington 

Redevelopment Board 

730 Mass Ave. Annex 

Arlington, MA 02476 

 

Re: Application for Special Permit Review, 645 Massachusetts Avenue – Second Review 

 

The whom it may concern; 

We would like to thank the board for their time during the August 30, 20201 Arlington Redevelopment 

Board meeting. The input that was provided during this meeting was taken into consideration in 

preparation for our second appearance on the topic of the special permits requested for this site. 

 

To respond to some of the comments issued, we offer the following, in conjunction with the attached 

revised documents: 

 

Automobile Parking Relief: It appeared, from the response from the board, that they were in favor of 

granting this relief, on the grounds of the large municipal lot behind the proposed site and the presence 

of on-street parking in front. NO RESPONSE REQUIRED 

Bicycle Parking Relief: Per the board, no relief would be granted on the bicycle parking requirement. THE 

SUBMISSION MATERIALS HAVE BEEN REVISED TO REFLECT SHORT TERM BICYCLE PARKING IN FRONT OF 

THE PROPOSED SITE. LONG TERM PARKING WILL BE INTEGRATED INTO THE PROJECT AS WELL TO MEET 

THE REQUIREMENT. 

Special Permit for the Installation of a Bank: 

Change of Use: Chase bank is seeking a special permit to allow for a bank use greater than 2,000 sf within 

the B5 District, as required by the zoning by-laws. Additionally, the previous use was a restaurant, 

requiring a change of use to the proposed bank (business) use. THE BOARD WAS SPLIT ON THE TOPIC. 

CHASE BANK REQUESTED A CONTINUATION IN ORDER TO ASSEMBLE ADDITIONAL PRESENTATION 

MATERIALS AND HAVE REPRESENTATIVES FROM CHASE BANK PRESENT TO DISCUSS THE PROJECT. 

Façade: The board recommended changing the existing gridded windows to match the proposed new 

windows. THE RENDERINGS HAVE BEEN REVISED TO INCORPORATE THIS CHANGE 

Sidewalk Amenities: The previously proposed plan reflected the removal of the existing benches and 

planters. The board recommended retaining this component of the exterior. THE RENDERINGS HAVE 

BEEN REVISED TO INCORPORATE THIS CHANGE 
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July 28, 2021 

 

 

Accessibility: The board questioned why the vestibule at the rear of the building was not being made 

accessible and requested studying the addition of a ramp or a wheelchair lift. THERE ARE MULTIPLE 

EXISTING CONSTRAINTS THAT WILL LIMIT THE ABILITY TO MAKE THE REAR DOOR FULLY ACCESSIBLE, 

INCLUDING IMPACTS TO THE UPPER-LEVEL TENANT ENTRANCE, EXISTING (MUNICIPAL) PARKING LOT, 

AND SIDEWALK ALONG DAVID LAMSON WAY. IN SPITE OF THESE CONSTRAINTS, CHASE WILL CONTINUE 

TO ENDEAVOR TO STUDY THESE CONDITIONS AND EVALUATE THE VIABILITY OF AN ACCESSIBLE REAR 

ENTRANCE. PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE IS RESERVED ACCESSIBLE STREET PARKING ON MASS AVE NEAR 

THE FRONT ENTRANCE, WHICH WOULD PROVIDE ACCESS TO THE BANK AND ATM VESTIBULE. 

Signage: The board was not in favor of the proposed blade sign. They believed the sign was not in keeping 

with other signage in the Central Business District as asked if we could consider moving the sign on the 

gray band along the alley side of the building. THE RENDERINGS HAVE BEEN REVISED TO INCORPORATE 

THIS CHANGE 

 

We look forward to the opportunity to meet with the board again to review this project. Please let us 

know if anything additional is required.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

James Lalli 

Director of Architecture - Financial 

908.462.9949 | jlalli@core-states.com  
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