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April is School 
Library Month!

Tonight we are excited to share: 

● MSLA 2022 Virtual Influencer award
● APS Libraries program updates

https://www.ala.org/aasl/advocacy/slm
https://www.ala.org/aasl/advocacy/slm
https://www.ala.org/aasl/advocacy/slm


https://www.maschoolibraries.org/awards.html


Part I: Welcome to the
AHS Library Online



Design Principles

Design principles to increase 
accessibility, usability, and visual appeal 



New shortcut provides memorable, quick access 

https://library.spyponders.com/
https://library.spyponders.com/


Consistent and appealing color palette and layout 

https://library.spyponders.com/
https://library.spyponders.com/


User-friendly, active language: read, research, create, connect, visit, teach

https://library.spyponders.com/
https://library.spyponders.com/


Visual icons used for navigation throughout the site



Homepage also features library news and quick links



Mobile-friendly formatting brings the library to ALL our devices 



The Library Is Open 24-7 (Online!)

We are here in person and online for reading, 
researching, teaching, and learning



What Should I 
Read Next?

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Farlingtonma.follettdestiny.com%2Fcataloging%2Fservlet%2Fpresentvisualsearchdisplayform.do%3Fl2m%3DLibrary%2520Search%26context%3Dsaas78_2000675%26site%3D100&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw0QnCzuoiTwGDQFm4eitMh1
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Farlingtonma.follettdestiny.com%2Fcataloging%2Fservlet%2Fpresentvisualsearchdisplayform.do%3Fl2m%3DLibrary%2520Search%26context%3Dsaas78_2000675%26site%3D100&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw0QnCzuoiTwGDQFm4eitMh1
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Farlingtonma.follettdestiny.com%2Fcommon%2Fwelcome.jsp%3Fcontext%3Dsaas78_2000675%26site%3D100&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw16bRrm3ZOqXQjEZeQWLZ3i
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Farlingtonma.follettdestiny.com%2Fcommon%2Fwelcome.jsp%3Fcontext%3Dsaas78_2000675%26site%3D100&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw16bRrm3ZOqXQjEZeQWLZ3i


What Should I 
Read Next?

https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/connect/ahs-reads?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/connect/ahs-reads?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/read/your-next-great-book?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/read/your-next-great-book?authuser=0


Always Have a 
Book in Your 
Pocket with Sora

https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/read/e-books-audiobooks?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/read/e-books-audiobooks?authuser=0


Research 
Resources

The AHS Library website provides multiple 
points of entry and support for research: 

● Class Projects
● Resources A-Z
● Resources by Subject
● Research Handbook
● Interlibrary Loan (articles)
● Citation Support 



Multiple entry points for student research

https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/research/resources-by-subject?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/research/resources-by-subject?authuser=0


AHS Research Handbook companion site with interdisciplinary skills instruction

https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/research/?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/research/?authuser=0


Guiding questions and tech tools support researchers each step of the way

https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/research/pre-search?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/research/pre-search?authuser=0


We like to say, “If we don’t have it, we can get it”

https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/research/interlibrary-loan?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/research/interlibrary-loan?authuser=0


https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/teach/teacher-resources?authuser=0#h.eojxzewaoney
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/teach/teacher-resources?authuser=0#h.eojxzewaoney
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/teach/streaming-video?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/teach/streaming-video?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/teach?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/teach?authuser=0


Engaging with the Library

Promoting connection and community



Tools for 
Engagement

The AHS Library website is a conduit for 
community and connection: 

● Get a Pass (self-service from website)
● AHS Reads (community book reviews)
● Suggest a Book
● Adopt a Book
● Student Library Advisory Committee
● Intergenerational Book Club
● Historic Yearbooks
● AHS Library News



Historic yearbooks digitized with help from our Student Library Advisory Committee

https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/visit/historic-yearbooks?authuser=0


 Library news brings our activities and collaborations to life online 

https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/visit/library-news?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/visit/library-news?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/visit/library-news?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/visit/library-news?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/visit/library-news?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/visit/library-news?authuser=0


Part II: Arlington Public Schools 
Library Program Highlights



AHS Library’s Top 
Three for SY21-22

Reinventing our online presence 

Moving to Old Hall 

Reconnecting as a community



Our new AHS Library home for January 2022 through June 2023

https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/research/interlibrary-loan?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/research/interlibrary-loan?authuser=0


Reconnecting @ 
Your AHS Library

Classes and clubs are back in person!

Collaborations with student groups: 

● Pronoun buttons with the Gender & 
Sexuality Alliance (GSA) 

● Book displays with the Anti-Racism 
Working Group (AWG)

● Supporting the Asian American 
Coalition (AAC) on multicultural books

Launching Wellness Wednesdays series to 
promote social and emotional health*

Student volunteers at an all-time high

*With support from the AEF



District 
Collaborations

AAC/Loving Little Minds

Diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) work

APS History Department 

Building level collaborations

Literacy Core Team

APS Equity Audit Team



The “Rainbow of Us” project at Dallin



More staff = more opportunities for classroom visits and co-teaching

https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/research/interlibrary-loan?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/research/interlibrary-loan?authuser=0


Professional development “menu” allows teachers to work at their own pace

https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/research/interlibrary-loan?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/research/interlibrary-loan?authuser=0


K-8 Outreach & 
Programming

Library Listings website 

AEF Welcoming School grant at Peirce

Author visits

Book fairs



The K-8 librarians regularly share suggested books and talking points 

https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/research/interlibrary-loan?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/research/interlibrary-loan?authuser=0


Author Anne Sibley O’Brien speaks with Peirce students

https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/research/interlibrary-loan?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/research/interlibrary-loan?authuser=0


New Resources 
Taking Root

Elementary book circulation up 59% 
comparing SY19 to SY22

New online resources in wide use:

● Commonwealth eBook Collection 
and Public Library Connect on Sora

● PebbleGo and PebbleGo Next
● CultureGrams
● Massachusetts Library System 

databases 

Over 500 new books added to every 
school library collection



Staff and students are eagerly using our new books and tools

https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/research/interlibrary-loan?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/research/interlibrary-loan?authuser=0


Take a look into our libraries



Looking Ahead
Greater availability of professional staff 
in all K-8 buildings

Collaborative instruction

Relationship building

Continued collection development



Arlington Public Schools Library Team

 Alison Vaishnaw
Bishop Library 

Paraprofessional

Justine Bloch
Bishop/Hardy Library 

Paraprofessional

Rebecca Aaronson
Dallin Library 

Paraprofessional

Danielle Jensen
Hardy Library 

Paraprofessional

Coming Soon
Peirce Library 

Paraprofessional

Nancy Alfonso
Brackett Library 

Paraprofessional

Chrissie Collins
Stratton Library 

Paraprofessional

Doreen Cameron
Stratton Library 

Paraprofessional

Debra Murray
Thompson Library 
Paraprofessional

Nicole Doliner
Gibbs Library 

Paraprofessional

Judy Uffer
Ottoson Library 

Paraprofessional

Grace Hoglund
AHS Library 

Paraprofessional

Stacy Kitsis
AHS Librarian & K-12 
Library Lead Teacher

 

Liz Phipps-Soeiro
K-8 Librarian

Rashmi Pimprikar
Director of 

Digital Learning 

Jennifer Lauchlan
K-8 Librarian

Renae Nichols
K-8 Librarian


