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2022 Virtual Influencer Award

STACY KITSIS
LIBRARY MEDIA SPECIALIST, ARLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL

The Arlington High School Library website
informs, educates and supports students, staff

and families through a selection of relevant,

engaging, age-appropriate resources with an
emphasis on user-focused language and
accessibility.
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Part I: Welcome to the
AHS Library Online




Design Principles

Design principles to increase
accessibility, usability, and visual appeal
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Arlington High School Library

Welcome to the new online home of the AHS Library! Find us at library.spyponders.com.
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Get a Pass Find Books Find E-Books Research Passwords Cite Sources
Reserve your seat in the library Search the AHS library catalog Download free e-books and Find articles, books, and other Download database passwords Create and manage citations &
during your study hall or free for books we own in print audiobooks to your personal resources from trusted library for AHS students and staff notes for your research
period device sources. assignments
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Class Projects Handbook Library News Book a Class For Teachers Get Help
Research guides and resources Explore each step of the Announcements, opportunities, Check library availability & Resources, lessons, and more Learn how the library can help
for your class assignments process with our AHS Research interesting tidbits & more schedule a class or to support you and your you succeed during your time at
@ Handbook collaboration students. AHS

Consistent and appealing color palette and layout
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Arlington High School Library

Welcome to the new online home of the AHS Library! Find us at library.spyponders.
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Research guides and resources Explore each step of the Announcements, opportunities, Check library availability & Resources, lessons, and more Learn how the library can help
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User-friendly, active language: read, research, create, connect, visit, teach
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Class Projects

Resources and mini-lessons Al
for specific class assignments da

Find Books E-Books & Audiobooks

device for free

The AHS Library is your source Download best-selling digital o
for great books and more content to your personal D @ Con n eCt

i

Library Services Schedule a Class e

Find out how the AHS library Check the calendar and
can help you and your request a class in the library
students

F )

AHS Reads Suggest a Book Adopt a Book Join SLAC
Share your reviews & Let us know what you're Support AHS Library Our Student Library Advisory
recommendations in our looking for, or what you loved programming with a monetary Committee is the heart of the
online community and recommend donation library

Visual icons used for navigation throughout the site



Poetry Open Mic @ Your Library

P O E T R v Posted by Stacy Kitsis | March 29, 2022
Celebrate National Poetry Month with your fellow classmates and teachers!

o P E N The Student Library Advisory Committee's annual POETRY OPEN MIC @ YOUR
LIBRARY will be held on Monday, April 11 at 3pm in the AHS Library. We'll have
snacks to tempt the tummy and poetry to tempt the heart and mind_Read vaur

own original work, share a favorite, or just come to list . )
Quick Links

Read more library news ...
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Poster by the Student Library Advisory Committee Destiny
Look for books in our online

Britannica

Encyclopedia great for
background research

Sora

Find and download ebooks and
audiobook:

The
oston
BGlobe

Boston Globe
Fulltext from 1980 to the

-
’

GALE

A Cengage Company

Gale
Databases & reference ebooks
for research

€

NY Times
Fulltext from 1985 to the

®
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Infobase
Research databases for your
ssignments

A
ROBBINS
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Robbins
Visit the public fibrary of the
Town of Arington

EBSCO

Ebook collection with good
nonfiction

BOSTON
PUBLIC
LIBRARY

N2

BPL

All MA residents are eligible for

X

NoodleTools

NoodleTools
Cite sources, take notes,
organize ideas
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AHS
Visit the Arington High School
homepage

Homepage also features library news and quick links
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Arlington High School
Library

Welcome to the new online home of the
AHS Library! Find us at
library.spyponders.com.

Resources
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Get a Pass Find Books
Reserve your seat in the library Search the AHS library catalog
during your study hall or free for books we own in print
period

Mobile-friendly formatting brings the library to ALL our devices



The Library Is Open 24-7 (Online!)

We are here in person and online for reading,
researching, teaching, and learning
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What Should |
Read Next?

LAURIE HALSE ANDERSON

"I have survived. T am here.
Confused, screwed up, but here.”
Laurie Halse Anderson's novel,
Speak, is a heart wrenching story
that everyone should read. Mel
feels like an outcast in her school,
misunderstood by the other
students. Her friends have
abandoned her and bad memories
seem to haunt her wherever she
goes. The book describes her
journey through healing from a
traumatic experience. The
characters feel real and easy to
relate to. The author does a

Eleanor Oliphant is
Completely Fine by Gail
Honeyman

GAIL HONEYMAN

Itis important to understand first-
person perspectives when hearing
stories about trauma and its
effects. In the novel Eleanor
Oliphant is Completely Fine,
written by Gail Honeymoon the
protagonist Eleanor leads readers
through her healing journey. T was
really excited to read this book
because I was intrigued by the
themes of friendship, which were
definitely present. However, as T

American Sniper by Chris
Kyle

AMERICAN SNIPER

THE MOST LETHAL SNIPER IN 1.5, WISTORY
DECEMBER

Picture this, you are under fire in
an intense, life threatening combat
situation and itis up to you to
protect your fellow soldiers from
losing their ives. Tn American
Sniper by Chris Kyle with Jim
DeFelice and Scott McEwan this is
another day at the office for the
soldiers fighting in the Iraq War.
The book is one of the most
exciting, compelling and moving
books I have ever read and proved
to be a true page turner. American
Sniper consists of the Story of
Chris Kyle (a Navy SEAL) and his

The Sword of Summer by
Rick Riordan
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1f you've ever been interested in
Norse mythology, you may want to
consider reading Rick Riordan's
The Sword of Summer. Rick
Riordan has always written
compelling books, and The Sword
of Summer does not fall far from
the tree. The novel is centered
upon Magnus Chase, a homeless
teenager who can't seem to stay

| out of trouble. When his

mysterious uncle tracks him down,
Magnus is thrown into a world of

Not sure what to read next? We've got you covered! Fill out this form to let us
know what you like and we'll provide you with a customized list of

recommendations.
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Inheritance Games by
Jennifer Lynn Barns
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JENNIFER LYNN BARNES

Agirl stuck in a mysterious
mansion with 4 charming
grandsons for a year. What could
possibly go wrong? The
Inheritance Games by Jennifer
Lynn Barns is an exciting page
turner. Our main character is Avery
Kylie Grambs. She is smart though
she doesn't try much in school,
and she comes from nothing and
lives with her older half sister after
her Mo died. For some reason
Avery is told she was put in the will



https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/connect/ahs-reads?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/connect/ahs-reads?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/read/your-next-great-book?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/read/your-next-great-book?authuser=0

OverDrive
Educmomt:/gn

Always Have a Open a world
Book in Your w\ o
Pocket with Sora v - e

explore digital books from
Minuteman Library Network

Here’s how to access titles from
the library through Sora:

@ Install the Sora app from the Apple App Store or
Linked Card Google Play Store, or go to soraapp.com.

= e In Sora, enter your setup code: masslibma
*  Blue Sky Academy

Ubrary

Cuyahoga County Public a Under your Profile, select &5 Add a public library

and enter Minuteman Library Network
Add a public lbrary

When you are ready to borrow a title, sign in with
School Google Credentials

Sora

a Brought to you by
App Store Arlington High School

and built with ¢° by OverDrive.

2\ Hald settings
@ Download settings.

[] Device settings



https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/read/e-books-audiobooks?authuser=0
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Research
Resources

The AHS Library website provides multiple
points of entry and support for research:

Class Projects

Resources A-Z

Resources by Subject
Research Handbook
Interlibrary Loan (articles)
Citation Support



Current Events & Issues

Newspapers, opinions, and
viewpoints to understand the
world we are living in today

History & Social Studies

United States and world
history, psychology,
economics, civics, and
government

English Language Arts

Interpretation and analysis,
literary movements, authors'
lives, historic context, poetry,

short stories

Media Literacy &
Fake News

Fact checking and evaluating
information: how do we decide
which sources to trust?

Family & Consumer Sciences

Culinary arts, interior and
fashion design, early
childhood education, adulting

Science & Math

Biology, chemistry, physics,
engineering, environmental
science, physical science, and
related fields

Finding & Using Online
Images

Learn to find images and other
media that are copyright
friendly for use in projects

World Languages

Writing in languages other
than English, tools for learning
languages, and geography
resources


https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/research/resources-by-subject?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/research/resources-by-subject?authuser=0

You are viewing the AHS Research Handbook. Click the button to open the AHS Library website! Go to AHS Library

Arlington High School Research Handbook

Welcome to the AHS Research Handbook! This guide was created in 2014 with representation from teachers in every academic department
Introduction in partnership with the AHS Library and substantially updated in 2021.

A PRE-SEARCH If you have any questions about the research process, please be sure to also visit the AHS Library website and speak with the librarian.
Choosing a Topic
RS » Questen Table of Contents
A RESEARCH
Finding Sources .
Introduction
Evaluating Sources

Taking Notes

A INTERPRET

Writing a Thesis

Making an Outline h
Pre-Searc
A COMMUNICATE & CITE

Choosing a Topic
Writing a Paper

Focusing a Question

Citing Sources

In-Text Citations

Works Cited Page

Research
Using NoodleTools

Avoiding Plagiarism ii@
v EVALUATE

Finding Sources

Evaluating Sources

Taking Notes

AHS Research Handbook companion site with interdisciplinary skills instruction


https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/research/?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/research/?authuser=0

AHS Research

Home
Introduction

A PRE-SEARCH

Choosing a Topic

Focusing a Question
Vv RESEARCH
V INTERPRET
v COMMUNICATE & CITE
v EVALUATE

About This Handbook

Pre-search

Guiding Questions

= How do | choose a topic that will allow me to be successful?
= How do | write a statement of intent?

= How do | write a focused research question?

Overview

Research begins with questions. During PRE-SEARCH you will choose a topic to learn about
(or one may be provided by your teacher) and identify a specific focus for your work. You

may brainstorm, talk about your topic with other people, and conduct preliminary research.

By the end of this stage you will have developed a research question worthy of exploring
within the guidelines of your assignment.

You could also say the P stands for PREVIEW and PURPOSE. Spending time upfront
exploring your topic and focusing your approach will make you more successful and
efficient during the entire research process. Plan to spend a good amount of time reading
(or at least skimming) to gain a better grasp of your subject so that you can ask a
meaningful and manageable question. Much of what you read may not even be included in
your end product, which is why it's actually better not to take too many notes at this stage.

You are viewing the AHS Research Handbook. Click the button to open the AHS Library website! Go to AHS Library

During PRE-SEARCH you will browse
sources in order to gain a more global
understanding of your subject. This will
allow you to develop a focused research
question.

Source: Globe by Steve Cadman under a Creative Commons license

Tool Tips

Tools you might use during this stage:

Assignment sheet, rubrics, checklists
provided by your teacher (get started in
the right direction, and refer back
throughout)

Mind mapping tools to brainstorm areas
of interest

Explain EDU (on school iPads)

Popplet
MindMeister

Guiding questions and tech tools support researchers each step of the way


https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/research/pre-search?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/research/pre-search?authuser=0
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Interlibrary Loan

Interlibrary Loan Request

If you need an article that is not in our collection, we can request it for you through
interlibrary loan as a member of the Massachusetts Library System (MLS). This service is
free! If you have any questions, see Ms. Kitsis for assistance.

Note: It can take two to four weeks to receive articles, though often less, please plan
accordingly!

Sign in to Google to save your progress. Learn more
* Required
Your name *

Your answer

Email address *
We will use this to deliver the article, so be sure to check it!

Your answer

Article name *

Your answer

Article citation *
o Copy and paste the COMPLETE article citation, or as much information as you were able to find.

We like to say, “If we don't have it, we can get it”


https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/research/interlibrary-loan?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/research/interlibrary-loan?authuser=0

Teaching Ideas

Book Tasting Menu

My Reading Plan

GRAPHIC NOVEL BINGO

Writing a Book Review

Twitter Style Book Review

BBl oo g “. Wi & g - T CANDHI

e

STREAMING-EILMS EOR EDUCATION!

HOWIT WORKS
[ <|» ] Highlights

In The
| News

Schedule a Class Borrow Tech Teacher Resources
Check the calendar and Teachers can reserve a variety Professional resources, tip
request a class in the library of tech through the library sheets, ideas for lessons, and

more


https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/teach/teacher-resources?authuser=0#h.eojxzewaoney
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/teach/teacher-resources?authuser=0#h.eojxzewaoney
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/teach/streaming-video?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/teach/streaming-video?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/teach?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/teach?authuser=0

Engaging with the Library

Promoting connection and community




Tools for
Engagement

The AHS Library website is a conduit for
community and connection:

Get a Pass (self-service from website)
AHS Reads (community book reviews)
Suggest a Book

Adopt a Book

Student Library Advisory Committee
Intergenerational Book Club

Historic Yearbooks

AHS Library News



Historic yearbooks digitized with help from our Student Library Advisory Committee


https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/visit/historic-yearbooks?authuser=0

POETRY
OPEN

April is Autism Acceptance Month

Posted by Stacy Kitsis | April 7, 2022

It's time to celebrate Autism Acceptance Month with a great book from your
AHS Library! This reading list of fiction, nonfiction, memoirs, and graphic novels
can get you started.

Curious about the name change from Autism Awareness Month to Autism
Acceptance Month? This brief article has more information.

Misinformation

Posted by Stacy Kitsis | Feb 10, 2022

This infographic from the News Literacy Project is designed to help you get your
bearings in the misinformation landscape:
Why do people share misinformation? What is the difference between
misinformation and disinformation? What are some of the different types of
misinformation people regularly encounter online? What are some “red flag”
phrases and other signs of dubious content that can help people recognize
when to remain skeptical and proceed with caution.

Take a look and share responsibly!

Poetry Open Mic @ Your Library

Celebrate National Poetry Month with your fellow classmates and teachers!

The Student Library Advisory Committee's annual POETRY OPEN MIC @ YOUR
LIBRARY will be held on Monday, April 11 at 3pm in the AHS Library. We'll have
snacks to tempt the tummy and poetry to tempt the heart and mind. Read your

BRAIDING

SWEETGRASS

Button, Button, Who's Got the Button?

Posted by Stacy Kitsis | March 4, 2022

We've got the buttons! The Student Library Advisory Committee made pronoun
buttons at our last meeting. Stop by the library and take what you need!

Curious about pronouns? Learn more from this Guide To Gender Identity Terms
from NPR.

Make Your Mark

Posted by Stacy Kitsis | Nov 1,2021

Are you an artist? Ever wish you could draw inside a library book? Please don't
do that. But please DO enter our Bookplate Design Contest by submitting your
artwork to Ms. Kitsis in person or by email by Friday, November 12.

We use these bookplates to commemorate donations made for our annual
Adopt a Book fundraiser. Click the link to learn more about the fundraiser and
see past winners!

Arlington Reads Together

Posted by Stacy Kitsis | Feb 9, 2022

The library’s annual community read program, Arlington Reads Together (ART),
returns in March 2022. This year's selected title, Braiding Sweetgrass:
Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge, and the Teachings of Plants by Robin
Wall Kimmerer is a New York Times bestseller focusing on indigenous peoples’
understanding of the natural world, and the intersection between indigenous

Library news brings our activities and collaborations to life online
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Part I1: Arlington Public Schools
Library Program Highlights




Reinventing our online presence

AHS LibI‘aYY’S Top Moving to Old Hall
Th ree for SY21 -22 Reconnecting as a community




Our new AHS Library home for January 2022 through June 2023



https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/research/interlibrary-loan?authuser=0
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Reconnecting @
Your AHS Library

Classes and clubs are back in person!
Collaborations with student groups:

e Pronoun buttons with the Gender &
Sexuality Alliance (GSA)

e Book displays with the Anti-Racism
Working Group (AWG)

e Supporting the Asian American
Coalition (AAC) on multicultural books

Launching Wellness Wednesdays series to
promote social and emotional health*

Student volunteers at an all-time high

*With support from the AEF



District
Collaborations

AAC/Loving Little Minds

Diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) work
APS History Department

Building level collaborations

Literacy Core Team

APS Equity Audit Team



LUSTRATED BY

ALEA MARLEY

wittonby
gela Joy

The “Rainbow of Us” project at Dallin




More staff = more opportunities for classroom visits and co-teaching
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APS Libnany Resounce Cofe

Main Courses
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Dail y Special
K-8 LIBRARY RESOURCES HOME PAGE
Our artisanal selections will keep you coming back again and

again for more! Information, guides, and links to all of the
research tools available to Arlington K-8 staff and students

CULTUREGRAMS B 3=
New to Arlington, this rich database offers a fresh and zesty cornucopia of
concise, accurate, and timely cultural information
about hundreds of countries, provinces and states, designed for educational use.

$ HOW-TO GUIDE $ LINK

MASSACHUSETTS LIBRARY DATABASES @»
Now that we have certified professional library staff
al the elementary and middle school levels, the state provides access
to a refined selection of mind-nourishing databases including
Britannica, dozens of Gale resources, Boston Globe archives, and more.

$ TIPS & TRICKS $ LINK

NOODLETOOLS @
A robust research, citation, and notetaking suite. Freshly updated for 2021, this
full-bodied tool can be customized to meet your students’ needs.

$ FEATURES $ LINK

Professional development “menu” allows teachers to work at their own pace
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Library Listings website

K-8 OUtI‘eaCh & AEF Welcoming School grant at Peirce
Pl‘Ogl‘amming Author visits

Book fairs




Library Listings

LIBRARY LISTINGS

Themed resource lists from

K-8 Arlington Public School Libraries

~ RAMADA

National Arab American

MUBARAK
2022

Heritage Month

Becgv oy e s NGE i :
<N 1 > 3 B Google Slides S 1 > B Google Slides
RAMADAN NATIONAL ARAB AMERICAN
HERITAGE MONTH

Autism Acceptance Month: Picture Books
55 THE GIR, W a
- pi. e N
¢ , 5 ¥ -
D!

Picture books and other resources
in APS K-8 Libraries to support
religious & cultural
holidays and observations

The K-8 librarians regularly share suggested books and talking points



https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/research/interlibrary-loan?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/research/interlibrary-loan?authuser=0

Brien speaks with Peirce students

Author Anne Sibley O


https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/research/interlibrary-loan?authuser=0
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Elementary book circulation up 59%
comparing SY19 to SY22

New Resources
Taking Root

New online resources in wide use:

e Commonwealth eBook Collection
and Public Library Connect on Sora

e PebbleGo and PebbleGo Next

e CultureGrams

e Massachusetts Library System
databases

Over 500 new books added to every
school library collection




The World

Select a Region or Country

Book Circulation

2.7 books

checked out

per student

per month

(up from 1.8 in SY19)

Staff and students are eagerly using our new books and tools


https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/research/interlibrary-loan?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/arlington.k12.ma.us/library/research/interlibrary-loan?authuser=0

STUDENTS

Take any books
You woulg |jke
and keep them;

Take a look into our libraries



Looking Ahead

Greater availability of professional staff
in all K-8 buildings

Collaborative instruction
Relationship building

Continued collection development



Rashmi Pimprikar Stacy Kitsis Jennifer Lauchlan Renae Nichols Liz Phipps-Soeiro
Director of AHS Librarian & K-12 K-8 Librarian K-8 Librarian K-8 Librarian
Digital Learning Library Lead Teacher

Alison Vaishnaw Justine Bloch Nancy Alfonso Rebecca Aaronson Danielle Jensen Coming Soon
Bishop Library Bishop/Hardy Library Brackett Library Dallin Library Hardy Library Peirce Library
Paraprofessional Paraprofessional Paraprofessional Paraprofessional Paraprofessional Paraprofessional

Chrissie Collins Doreen Cameron Debra Murray Nicole Doliner Judy Uffer Grace Hoglund

Stratton Library Stratton Library Thompson Library Gibbs Library Ottoson Library AHS Library
Paraprofessional Paraprofessional Paraprofessional Paraprofessional Paraprofessional Paraprofessional

Arlington Public Schools Library Team




