
Town of Arlington, MA 12/13/2023

V-23-4

Variance Permit

Application (ZBA)

Status: Active

Submitted On: 11/21/2023

Primary Location

9 MORTON RD

Arlington, MA 02476

Owner

GREGORIO ANTHONY J;

GREGORIO KATHARINE M

9 MORTON ROAD

ARLINGTON, MA 02476

Applicant

Kate Gregorio

+1 315-382-0559

katemgregorio@gmail.com

9 Morton Rd

Arlington, MA 02476

Special Permit Criteria

Describe the circumstances relating to the soil conditions, shape, or topography especially affecting such

land or structures but not affecting generally the Zoning District in which it is located that would substantiate

the granting of a Variance.*

Describe how a literal enforcement of the provisions of the Zoning Bylaw, specifically relating to the

circumstances affecting the land or structure noted above, would involve substantial hardship, financial or

otherwise, to the Petitioner or Appellant.*

Our property boundary has a unique shape which tapers toward the back, and has a 

number of mature trees/plantings that result in limited space available for 

construction. The irregular shape of our lot restricts our ability to meet the standard 

6' setbacks required by the Zoning Bylaw. 

Strict enforcement of the 6' setbacks would create substantial hardship for our plans. 

Adhering to these setback requirements would force us to significantly reduce the 

size of the accessory dwelling unit or even prevent us from constructing it altogether. 

This reduction in living space could negatively impact the functionality and long-term 

usability of the ADU.



Describe how desirable relief may be granted without substantial detriment to the public good. *

Describe how desirable relief may be granted without nullifying or substantially derogating from the intent or

purpose of the Zoning Bylaw of the Town of Arlington, Massachusetts.*

State Law (MGL Chapter 40a, Section 10) requires that the Zoning Board of Appeals

must find that all four (4) criteria are met in order to be authorized to grant a

Variance. If any one of the standards is not met, the Board must deny the Variance.

Dimensional and Parking Information

Present Use/Occupancy *

Residential

Proposed Use/Occupancy *

Residential

Granting this variance would not be detrimental to the public good. The proposed 

ADU will comply with all other aspects of the Zoning Bylaw, including height, lot 

coverage, and design standards. Furthermore, it aligns with the town's 

encouragement of ADU development (Section 5.9.2 A). Our neighbors have expressed 

support for the project, and we have taken steps to ensure that the ADU's design is in 

harmony with the surrounding properties. 

Granting this variance would not nullify or substantially derogate from the intent of 

the Zoning Bylaw. The primary purpose of the setback requirements is to ensure 

adequate spacing between structures for safety and aesthetics. The proposed ADU 

will maintain a reasonable distance from adjacent properties and will not compromise 

safety or the aesthetic character of the neighborhood. Additionally, it supports the 

town's policy to promote accessory dwelling units as a means to address housing 

needs while respecting the existing neighborhood context.

In more detail:

- We will still have 3.5'+ setbacks on all sides which is more than some other ADUs in 

Arlington (which have either been granted Variance Permits or Special Use Permits).

- Many of our neighbors have out-buildings within 3' of our property lines.

- This structure would still be more than 100' away from any other dwellings due to the 

lot sizes of the neighboring properties.

- Most neighbors wouldn't be able to see it at all due to the trees and privacy property 

fence already in place.
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