
     
 
 

 
 

NARRATIVE ADDENDUM 11.20.24 
                  Crab Apple Tree Removal 149 Pleasant St. Arlington MA 
 

The crab apple tree located in the plan>ng strip on Pleasant St., that is under review for removal, is diseased. 
Sun scald, which occurs on the sunny side of trees, and drought condi>ons leaves a stressed tree vulnerable to 
cankers which are in turn vulnerable to (and some>mes created by) the flat head apple tree borer.  This insect 
is common in MassachuseNs. 
 

 

 
 
In the photos above, a canker can be seen developing in an area of the diseased cambium layer.  The apple 
tree borer eggs are deposited here and the larvae burrow into the sapwood and feed on it. They stay through 
the winter, eventually emerging as beetles. This process is especially deadly to small trees. 
 
This is not a viable tree and the beetles produced in them would be a danger to other trees in the vicinity.  It 
should be removed for this reason regardless of our removal request. 
 
The case to be made for a straight versus a curving driveway is one of safety.  This driveway serves the lower 
floor living unit which is handicap accessible and is intended for people who are elderly or disabled.  A 
straight driveway will be easier for them to nego>ate than one with >ght turning radii. The fire department 
may not approve a curved driveway if deemed an obstacle for their trucks and ambulances.  A senior van 
may also have difficulty maneuvering on a curved driveway. 
 
A straight driveway is easy in and easy out.  In this Pleasant St. Historic District there are no curved 
driveways.  
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