
Town of Arlington, MA - Town Meeting 2017 – Warrant Article Discussion and Vote Summary 

 
 

ARTICLE 7            ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENT/ DEFINITIONS  
               ARTISANAL FABRICATION  
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw ARTICLE 2 DEFINITIONS for 
Artisanal Fabrication by increasing or removing the maximum square foot area requirement; or 
take any action related thereto.  
                                                                     (Inserted at the request of the Redevelopment Board) 
 
 

Discussion: The Master Plan recommends the Town update the commercial and industrial 
zoning to attract new businesses and jobs in emerging growth industries.  During the 
Master Plan process, many residents expressed an interest in retaining businesses in the 
industrial zones, to prevent the Town from becoming entirely residential.   In 2016, Town 
Meeting adopted the definition of a new use called “Artisanal Fabrication”, which includes 
woodworking, jewelry making, production of alcohol and food processing, but limits the 
space allowed to no more than 5,000 square feet.  Many food and alcohol production 
businesses require a large up-front capital investment.  These businesses can easily expand 
beyond the 5,000 square foot limit if successful.  These business types are considered to be 
growing industries in the Boston area, and limiting their size may inhibit such businesses from 
choosing Arlington. 

 
ARB vote: The Redevelopment Board voted unanimously (5-0) to recommend the following 
Article, to encourage new business types including breweries and commercial kitchens, the 
possibility of community oriented spaces, and businesses that employ local residents, by 
amending the Definition of Artisanal Fabrication as follows: 

 
 

VOTED: That the Zoning Bylaw be and hereby 
is amended by: 

 

Amending Article 2, Definitions, Section 2.01 General with the 

following text changes: Artisanal Fabrication: 
 

Production of goods by the use of hand tools or small-scale, light mechanical equipment 
occurring solely within an enclosed building where such production requires no outdoor 
operations or storage, and where the production, operations, and storage of materials 
related to production occupy no more than 5,000 square feet of gross floor area. Typical 
uses have minimal negative impact on surrounding properties and include, but are not limited 
to, woodworking and cabinet shops, ceramic studios, jewelry manufacturing and similar types 
of arts and crafts, production of alcohol, or food processing. 

 

  


