
Town of Arlington, MA - Town Meeting 2017 – Warrant Article Discussion and Vote Summary 

 
 

ARTICLE 9     ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENT/MEDICAL    
                MARIJUANA TREATMENT CENTER BUFFER ZONE 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw to add a section 5.07 establishing a 
buffer zone for Medical Marijuana Treatment Centers (“MMTC,” also known as Registered 
Marijuana Dispensaries “RMD”); prohibiting siting of such facilities within a radius of five 
hundred feet of a school, daycare center, or any facility in which children commonly congregate; 
the 500-foot distance under this section to be measured in a straight line from the nearest point of 
the facility in question to the nearest point of the proposed MMTC; and further defining for the 
purposes of this section a “facility in which children commonly congregate” to include: dance 
schools, gymnastic schools, technical schools, vocational schools, public and private K-12 
schools, public libraries, facilities that offer tutoring or after school instruction, licensed daycare 
facilities (including private home daycare), pediatrics offices, parks that have play structures and 
athletic fields intended for use by children, accredited Headstart facilities, and commercial 
establishments that host children's parties; or take any action related thereto. 
           (Inserted at the request of Karen E. Thomas-Alyea and ten registered voters) 
 
 

Discussion:  This or similar articles have been on the Town Meeting Warrant twice before 
within the past two (2) years.  The ARB voted “No Action” on the most recent article, at Fall 
2016 STM. Therefore, according to M.G.L Ch. 40A, Section 5, Town Meeting cannot consider 
this article unless it is recommended favorably by the Redevelopment Board. 

 
ARB vote: Following exhaustive testimony and discussion with proponents of this Article, as 
well as the Chief of Police and Director of Health and Human Services, the Redevelopment 
Board voted unanimously (5-0) to recommend No Action on this Article.  The Board cited a 
concern that the proposed buffer zones were so numerous  and  large that  they  effectively 
precluded  the  siting  of  MMTC’s anywhere in  town,  possibly opening the Town to 
potential litigation.  The Board also noted that the permitting and licensing processes for 
MMTC’s provide for extensive vetting of safety concerns and the appropriateness of a 
chosen location. While similar to earlier Warrant Articles from previous years that were 
not adopted, this Warrant Article adds  new categories to  those requiring buffer zones.    
The Board has committed to further review of potential  public  safety  items  and  to  the  
creation  of  a  study  group  to  undertake  these  issues  and,  if necessary, to propose 
appropriate controls for review at a future Town Meeting. 

  


