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Objectives

➢ Share facts about the Next Generation MCAS 2.0

➢ Accountability

➢ Explanation of results

➢ Arlington’s 2017 MCAS district results 

➢ Identify next steps for analysis of data



The Next Generation MCAS 2.0

➢ Updated version of the traditional MCAS that is nearly 20 years old

➢ What is measured: 

○ Critical thinking abilities

○ Application of knowledge

○ Ability to make connections between reading and writing 

Source:  Understanding the Next-Generation MCAS and 2017 Accountability Results (DESE 2017)



The Next-Generation MCAS 2.0 (ELA and Math)

➢ Other important facts:

○ First given in spring 2017 in grades 3-8, will eventually replace all 

older, legacy MCAS tests in grades 3-10

○ Gives a clearer signal of readiness for the next grade level, college, and 

a career

○ Designed to be given as a computer-based test, however, paper versions 

remain available 



The Next-Generation MCAS 2.0

Schedule for implementation of Computer Based Test: 

➢ Spring 2017: Grades 4 and 8 - ELA and Math

➢ Spring 2018: Grades 4-5 and 7-8 in ELA and Math; in Grades 5 and 8 in 

Science and Technology/Engineering

➢ Spring 2019: all Grades 3-8 and Grade 10 ELA and Math

Source:  Understanding the Next-Generation MCAS and 2017 Accountability Results (DESE 2017)



Accountability

➢ What will be reported this year at the high school level:

○ All accountability indicators:  achievement, growth, ACCESS growth, 

graduation rates, dropout rates, and dropout reengagement

○ Progress & Performance Index (PPI) data

○ School percentiles

○ Accountability and assistance levels (1-5)

○ Schools identified for low or very low assessment participation



Accountability

➢ Reporting in 2018 and Beyond:

○ 2017 results will serve as a baseline for target setting

○ 2018 determinations will reflect participation from 2017 & 2018

○ 2017 spring Next-Generation results will not negatively impact 

accountability results in 2018 or the future 

○ The Board of Elementary and Secondary Education is still deliberating 

about subsequent details

Source:  Understanding the Next-Generation MCAS and 2017 Accountability Results (DESE 2017)



Computer Based (CBT)/Paper Based Tests (PBT)

➢ Equating scores from both tests:

○ Ensure fairness regardless of test form

○ Applied in grades where schools could choose to administer CBT or 

PBT (grades 3, 5, 6 and 7)

○ Used the results from parts of the test that are similar to help adjust the 

scoring on parts of the test that vary by format.

Source:  Understanding the Next-Generation MCAS and 2017 Accountability Results (DESE 2017)



Achievement Levels
Legacy

Advanced

Students at this level demonstrate a comprehensive and in-depth 
understanding of rigorous subject matter, and provide sophisticated 
solutions to complex problems. 

Proficient
Students at this level demonstrate a solid understanding of challenging 
subject matter and solve a wide variety of problems. 

Needs Improvement
Students at this level demonstrate a partial understanding of subject 
matter and solve some simple problems.

Warning
Students at this level demonstrate a minimal understanding of subject 
matter and do not solve simple problems. 

Next-Generation
Exceeding Expectations
A student who performed at this level exceeded grade-level 
expectations by demonstrating mastery of the subject matter.

Meeting Expectations
A student who performed at this level met grade-level expectations 
and is academically on track to succeed in the current grade in this 
subject.

Partially Meeting Expectations
A student who performed at this level partially met grade-level 
expectations in this subject. The school, in consultation with the 
student's parent/guardian, should consider whether the student needs 
additional academic assistance to succeed in this subject.

Not Meeting Expectations
A student who performed at this level did not meet grade-level 
expectations in this subject. The school, in consultation with the 
student's parent/guardian, should determine the coordinated academic 
assistance and/or additional instruction the student needs to succeed in 
this subject.



Accountability
➢ What will be reported for elementary and middle schools:

○ Next-Generation MCAS achievement results

○ Growth percentiles by grade, subject, and school

Elementary and Middle schools that administered the Next-Generation 

MCAS will not receive an accountability level for 2017

Source:  Understanding the Next-Generation MCAS and 2017 Accountability Results (DESE 2017)



Parent/Guardian Reports

➢ What is reported:

○ Student scaled score

○ Explanation of achievement level 

○ Explanation of range of scores for each achievement level

○ Comparison of scaled score with district and state

○ Explanation of performance on each strand within the content area



Parent Reports





Why Did My Child Score Proficient on the older MCAS but Only Partially Meeting Expectations 

This Year?

➢ In general, the new standards for Meeting Expectations are more rigorous 
than the standards for reaching the Proficient level on the legacy MCAS.

➢ Massachusetts educators set the new standards to help signal student's 
readiness for the next grade level.

➢ Spring 2017 is a baseline year for the new test in Grades 3-8, and spring 
2017 scores should not be compared to previous years’ scores.

Source:  Understanding the Next-Generation MCAS and 2017 Accountability Results (DESE 2017)



Interpreting the results

➢ Results do not mean that students learned less; the Next-Generation MCAS 

measures in a different way

➢ Scores are expected to change over time as did the scores did when the 

legacy MCAS was debuted in 1998

➢ In Grade 4 ELA and Math, Grade 7 Math, the percent of students Meeting 

Expectations will likely be similar to the percent of students previously 

Proficient.  In other grades such as Grade 8 ELA, the percent of students 

who are in Meeting Expectations is expected to be lower.



Interpreting the results

➢ The roughly equivalent proportion of students in each grade and subject 

matter reflect:

○ A standard setting process by a panel of educators that valued a clear 

progression of learning expectations from grade to grade;

○ Alignment of standards by panelists as they set achievement levels on 

the new test;

○ Standards for each test were set at the same time unlike the legacy 

MCAS



Projected statewide 2017 Results for Grades 3-8, ELA and Math







Arlington District Results (Grades 3-8 ELA and Math)



Arlington District Results (Grades 5, 8 STE, Grade 10 ELA, 
Math and STE)



Impact on scores

➢ Review of scores will help us to consider various barriers to learning:

○ Socio-economic status,

○ Culturally competent teaching practices,

○ Discipline practices and its impact on certain groups of students,

○ Brain-based research on how stress can impede learning

○ Homeless status of students,



Next steps 

➢ Identify protocols we can use to disaggregate data with district leaders

➢ Provide all principals with a data binder that contains specific reports  

➢ Use data to inform us about specific areas of need, as well as, specific 

groups of students who may need support, which has been the practice 

➢ Provide PD for building staff to access data directly



MCAS Resources

➢ MCAS Parents Page http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/parents/
➢ Resources include:

○ Annotated Parent/Guardian Report
○ Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
○ Item Descriptions
○ MCAS Parent Guide (available in several languages):

http://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/Back-to-School/

http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/parents/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/Back-to-School/


Questions


