
Arlington Zoning Board of Appeals

Date: Tuesday, November 9, 2021 
Time: 7:30 PM 
Location: Conducted by remote participation
Additional Details: 
 
 
Agenda Items
Administrative Items

1. Remote Participation Details
In accordance with the Governor’s Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the
Open Meeting Law, G. L. c. 30A, § 20 relating to the COVID-19 emergency, the
Arlington Zoning Board of Appeals meetings shall be physically closed to the public
to avoid group congregation until further notice. The meeting shall instead be held
virtually using Zoom.
 
Please read Governor Baker's Executive Order Suspending Certain Provision of
Open Meeting Law for more information regarding virtual public hearings and
meetings: https://www.mass.gov/doc/open-meeting-law-order-march-12-
2020/download
 
You are invited to a Zoom meeting. 
When: Nov 9, 2021 07:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Register in advance for this meeting:
https://town-arlington-ma-us.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUkcOyhqzgoH9CT-
OzNm_30tmvjNKgb8NTY
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about
joining the meeting.
 
Meeting ID:  819 7595 3254
 
Find your local number:  https://town-arlington-ma-us.zoom.us/u/adNWeNXzLr
 
Dial by Location: 1-646-876-9923 US (New York)

2. Members Vote: Approval of Decision for 5 Cheviot Road

3. Members Vote: Approval of Decision for 14-16 Egerton Road

4. Members Vote: Approval of Decision for 43 Cutter Hill Road

Hearings

5. Docket # 3668: 125-127 Webster Street Continuance
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6. Docket # 3679: 31 Melvin Road

Meeting Adjourn
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Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Remote Participation Details

Summary:
In accordance with the Governor’s Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G. L. c.
30A, § 20 relating to the COVID-19 emergency, the Arlington Zoning Board of Appeals meetings shall be
physically closed to the public to avoid group congregation until further notice. The meeting shall instead be
held virtually using Zoom.
 
Please read Governor Baker's Executive Order Suspending Certain Provision of Open Meeting Law for more
information regarding virtual public hearings and meetings: https://www.mass.gov/doc/open-meeting-law-order-
march-12- 2020/download
 
You are invited to a Zoom meeting. 
When: Nov 9, 2021 07:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Register in advance for this meeting:
https://town-arlington-ma-us.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUkcOyhqzgoH9CT-OzNm_30tmvjNKgb8NTY
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.
 
Meeting ID:  819 7595 3254
 
Find your local number:  https://town-arlington-ma-us.zoom.us/u/adNWeNXzLr
 
Dial by Location: 1-646-876-9923 US (New York)
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Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Members Vote: Approval of Decision for 43 Cutter Hill Road
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Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Docket # 3668: 125-127 Webster Street Continuance

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description

Reference Material DPCD_Memo__125-
127_Webster_Street.pdf

DPCD Memo, 125-127 Webster
Street

Reference Material ZBA_Package__125-
127_Webster_Street__Special_Permit.pdf

ZBA Package, 125-127 Webster
Street, Special Permit

Reference Material ZBA_Package__125-
127_Webster_Street__Variance.pdf

ZBA Package, 125-127 Webster
Street, Variance
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Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Docket # 3679: 31 Melvin Road

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference Material _3679__31_Melvin_Road.pdf _3679, 31 Melvin Road

Reference Material ZBA_Package__31_Melvin_Road.pdf ZBA Package, 31 Melvin
Road

Memorandum 3679_31_Melvin_Rd.pdf DPCD Memo re: 3679 - 31
Melvin Rd

Reference Material 211103_Updated_Elevations_and_Street_Images.pdf 211103_Updated Elevations
and Street Images
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Town of Arlington 

  Zoning Board of Appeals 
51 Grove Street 

Arlington, Massachusetts 02476 
781-316-3396 

www.arlingtonma.gov  
 

LEGAL NOTICE 
 
 

 
     Notice is herewith given in accordance with the provisions of Section 3.2.3A of the 

Zoning Bylaws that there has been filed by Brian and Elizabeth Kelder of Arlington, 

Massachusetts on September 27, 2021, a petition seeking permission to alter their 

property located at 31 Melvin Road- Block Plan 099.0-0006-0002.0 Said petition would 

require a Special Permit under Section 5-18 / (5.4.2B,6) Districts & Uses of the 

Zoning Bylaw for the Town of Arlington. 

 

     A hearing in regards to the petition will be conducted remotely via "Zoom" Tuesday 

evening November 9, 2021 at 7:30 P.M or as soon thereafter as the petitioner may 

be heard. To join the meeting, please register using the following URL: 

https://town-arlington-ma-us.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIoc-

upqDIrH9BzpU_mQMF2y5Ys20gtIBP9 for documentation relating to this petition, 

visit the ZBA website at www.arlington.gov/zba.  

 

DOCKET NO 3679 

 

Zoning Board of Appeals 

Christian Klein, RA, Chair   

 

Please direct any questions to: ZBA@town.arlington.ma.us 
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TOWN OF ARLINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING and 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 

TOWN HALL, 730 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE 

ARLINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02476 

TELEPHONE 781-316-3090 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Zoning Board of Appeals 
From: Jennifer Raitt, Director, Dept. of Planning and Community Development/kl 
Date: 11/5/2021 
RE: Docket 3679 – 31 Melvin Road; Special Permit under Zoning Bylaw Section 5-18 

(Districts & Uses)  

 
The applicants, Brian and Elizabeth Kelder, seek a Special Permit in accordance with Section 5-
18 (Districts & Uses) of the Zoning Bylaw. The applicants seek to construct a two-story large 
addition to the rear of an existing structure. The proposal would result in an increase in square 
footage from 1,161 to 2,107 square feet (+946 square feet). Lot coverage would increase from 
17% to 23.5% (+6.5%). 
 
The existing structure is in the R1 zoning district and conforms with the dimensional requirements 
of the Zoning Bylaw. The proposed addition would not create any new nonconformities. The 
following is an application of the Special Permit criteria (Zoning Bylaw Section 3.3.3): 
 

Criterion #1: Requested Use 
The requested use is permitted through a Special Permit in the R1 zoning district.  
 
Criterion #2: Public Convenience/Welfare 
This proposal would provide additional living space. 
 
Criterion #3: Undue Traffic Congestion/Impairment of Public Safety 
There would not be an increase in traffic congestion or an impairment of public safety.   
 
Criterion #4: Undue Burden on Municipal Systems 
The Engineering Division should review the application’s stormwater analysis report to 
determine whether the addition will increase the surface water runoff rate relative to 
the predevelopment runoff rate, as per Article 15 of the Town Bylaw.  
 
Criterion #5: Special regulations 
This proposal would not result in the need for special regulations.  
 
Criterion #6: Integrity/Character of District; Detrimental to Health, Morals, Welfare 
The addition will expand the footprint of the structure approximately 23.5 feet into the 
rear yard of the property; the visual impact of the addition when viewed from the street 
will be minimal. The location of existing trees in the rear yard is unclear from the 
application and aerial imagery, however the applicant may need to receive approval of a 
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Tree Plan from the Tree Warden prior to commencing work on the property per Article 
16 of the Town Bylaw. 
 
The property is located between two two-story homes on Melvin Street, and the 
location of the proposed addition is both consistent with additions that have been made 
to other homes in the neighborhood, including the immediately adjacent homes, and 
designed to have a minimal impact on the overall massing of the structure visible from 
the street.1 The addition is designed to be distinct from the style of the existing 
structure, and while the Residential Design Guidelines encourage consistent additions 
and renovations that match the style of the existing house, they also state that “a well-
designed contemporary-style side or rear addition can complement the proportions of 
the main house”.2 This proposal does not threaten neighborhood character, nor is it 
detrimental to health, morals, or welfare. 
 
Criterion #7: Detrimental Excess in Particular Use 
There would not be any detrimental excesses. 

  
Below are aerial and street-based photos of the current building: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
1 Residential Design Guidelines, Principles A-1, A-2, and B-3 
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=54518 
2 Residential Design Guidelines, Principle B-1, pg. 26: 
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=54518 
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Recommendation:  
The Department of Planning and Community Development maintains that the proposal is 
consistent with the Special Permit criteria and therefore recommends that the Zoning Board of 
Appeals approve this application.  
 
Related Dockets:  

• #3611: 27 Melvin Rd – Applicant sought a special permit to create a large addition of 
1,190 square feet in the rear and side yard of a property in the R1 district. Approved on 
1/28/20. 

• #3614: 20 Beacon St – Applicant sought a special permit to create a large addition of 
1,896 square feet to their single-family home in an R2 district, citing a desire to remain 
in their property instead of moving away from Arlington. Approved on 1/28/20.  

• #3603: 34 Governor Rd – Applicants sought a special permit to create a large addition of 
1,575 square feet to their single-family home, citing a desire to accommodate a growing 
family and love for the neighborhood. Approved on 9/27/19.  

 

66 of 72



KELDER RESIDENCE ZBA REVIEW

Kelder Residence
Zoning B oard of Appeals  R eview

Updated East Elevation + Street Views
31 MELVIN ROAD, ARLINGTON MA 02474
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KELDER RESIDENCE ZBA REVIEW
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KELDER RESIDENCE ZBA REVIEW

Existing Condition
Melvin Road Street View
Northeast Corner

Eye level approx. +104 elevation
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KELDER RESIDENCE ZBA REVIEW

Proposed Addition
Melvin Road Street View
Northeast Corner

Eye level approx. +104 elevation
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KELDER RESIDENCE ZBA REVIEW

Existing Condition
Melvin Road Street View
Midpoint of Site

Eye level approx. +104.3 elevation
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KELDER RESIDENCE ZBA REVIEW

Proposed Addition
Melvin Road Street View
Midpoint of Site

Eye level approx. +104.3 elevation
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