
Town of Arlington
Select Board

Meeting Agenda

September 9, 2024
7:15 PM

Members of the public may access the hybrid meeting via Select Board Chambers, Zoom, or
ACMI

1. Legislative Provision for Remote Participation

PROCLAMATIONS

2. Hunger Action Day

FOR APPROVAL

3. Bikeway Block Party
Christopher Tonkin
Chair Arlington Bicycle Advisory Committee (ABAC).

CONSENT AGENDA

4. Minutes of Meetings: July 22, 2024; August 5, 2024

5. Request: Contractor/Drainlayer License
Cavalieri Construction Company, Inc.
Paul Buckley
Wilmington, MA 01887
 
Darvin and Jack Masonry
Jack Rene Lopez
Lynn, MA 01902

6. Reappointment
Permanent Town Building Committee 
Peter Martini (Term to Expire: 6/30/2027)
Allen Reedy (Term to Expire: 6/30/2027)

7. Approval: Switch Box Art
Lori Kenschaft
Energy Advocate, Electrify Arlington

8. Acceptance of Funds: Town Day Donations

9. The Hamentasch Run on March 9, 2025



Luna Bukiet, Program Director at Center for Jewish Life Arlington-Belmont

10. Request: Special (One Day) Beer & Wine License, 09/14/2024 @ Robbins Memorial Town Hall
for Stratton School Family Outing Fundraiser
Danielle Dean / Stratton School PTO

11. Request: Special (One Day) Beer & Wine License, 09/21/2024 @ David Lamson Way for
Town Day Beer Garden
Matt Guernsey

12. Request: Oktoberfest at the Old Schwamb Mill, 10/5/2024, Noon - 4:00 p.m.
Lynette Aznavourian, Museum Director, Old Schwamb Mill
a) Special (One Day) Beer & Wine License
b) Mill Lane (between Lowell Street and bridge over Mill Brook) - street closing

13. Request: Special (One Day) Beer & Wine License, 10/05/2024 @ The Old Schwamb Mill for
Oktoberfest Event
Matt Guernsey

LICENSES & PERMITS

14. For Approval: Common Victualler License
The Vintage Tea and Cake Company LLC, Adel Donegan, 677 Massachusetts Avenue

OPEN FORUM

Except in unusual circumstances, any matter presented for consideration of the
Board shall neither be acted upon, nor a decision made the night of the presentation
in accordance with the policy under which the Open Forum was established. It
should be noted that there is a three minute time limit to present a concern or
request.

TRAFFIC RULES & ORDERS / OTHER BUSINESS

15. Hearing: Public Shade Tree Removal for Stratton Safe Routes to School Project
John Alessi, Senior Transportation Planner
Amy Archer, Pare Corp 

16. Update: Double Poles
Stephen W. DeCourcey, Chair 

17. Future Select Board Meetings

18. Discussion and Approval: Letters Regarding Proposed MBTA Development of Alewife
Station/CSO Issues

NEW BUSINESS

Next Scheduled Meeting of Select Board September 23, 2024
You are invited to a Zoom webinar.
When: Sep 9, 2024 07:15 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Topic: Select Board Meeting
Register in advance for this webinar:
https://town-arlington-ma-us.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_dd76PLkVSPqPkpRInv1tkw

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the
webinar.

https://town-arlington-ma-us.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_dd76PLkVSPqPkpRInv1tkw


 
*Notice to the Public on meeting privacy* In the interests of preventing abuse of videoconferencing
technology (i.e. Zoom Bombing) all participants, including members of the public, wishing to engage
via the Zoom App must register for each meeting and will notice multi-step authentication protocols.
Please allow additional time to join the meeting. Further, members of the public who wish to participate
without providing their name may still do so by telephone dial-in information provided above.



Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Legislative Provision for Remote Participation



Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Hunger Action Day

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material Hunger_Action_Day_Proclamation_2024.pdf Proclamation



OFFICE OF THE SELECT BOARD 
 

STEPHEN W. DECOURCEY, CHAIR                                 730 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE 
DIANE M. MAHON, VICE CHAIR                                                    TELEPHONE 
JOHN V. HURD                                                                   781-316-3020 
LENARD T. DIGGINS                                            781-316-3029 FAX 
ERIC D. HELMUTH             
             
 

 
TOWN OF ARLINGTON 

MASSACHUSETTS 02476-4908 
 

PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS:  Hunger and poverty are issues of grave concern in the United States, the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and Arlington; and 

 
WHEREAS:  Due to the persistently high cost of groceries and the end of many COVID-19 

policies, overall food insecurity rates persist, with one in three individuals in 
Massachusetts reporting running out of food or not having enough money to buy 
food each month. 

 
WHEREAS:  Inequities in access to food remain prevalent, with rates of food insecurity in the 

Commonwealth significantly higher than average in Black, Hispanic, American 
Indian/Alaska Native, and LGBTQ+ households; and 

 
WHEREAS:  The Town of Arlington recognizes that Arlington EATS, Arlington Council on Aging, 

Food Link, and Arlington Public Schools work in partnership to address food 
insecurity in this community; and 

 
WHEREAS:  Arlington EATS is serving more neighbors than ever; the Market served 452 

households each week in the past year, a number that has more than doubled 
since 2020.   

 
WHEREAS:  The Arlington Council on Aging (COA) acts as the transportation partner for 

Arlington EATS and has provided 807 rides to the Market in the past year at no 
cost to the riders; and 

 
WHEREAS:  In 2023, Food Link collected 1.4 million pounds of food — the equivalent of 1.2 

million meals — and distributed it to 108 social service agencies throughout 46 
communities in Greater Boston; and 

 
WHEREAS:  The Greater Boston Food Bank distributes over 104 million pounds of food a year 

in Eastern Massachusetts and is a critical resource for its community partners — 
including Arlington EATS.  

 

 



 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Arlington encourages any resident in 
need of food to call Arlington EATS at (339) 707-6761 or visit arlingtoneats.org; and 
 
RESOLVED, that the Town of Arlington encourages residents to support efforts to alleviate food 
insecurity by volunteering and donating money or food when they are able; and 
 
RESOLVED, that September 10, 2024 shall be proclaimed as Hunger Action Day in Arlington, 
and that all residents are encouraged to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in 
its observance. 
 
Sources: Arlington EATS (data for households served is from July 2023 through June 2024), Food 
Link, the Arlington Council on Aging, and the Greater Boston Food Bank’s 2024 Opportunities for 
Food Equity & Access in Massachusetts Report 
 
 
 
    _________________________________   SELECT BOARD 
 
    _________________________________        OF THE 
 
    _________________________________        TOWN 
 
    _________________________________          OF 
 
    _________________________________   ARLINGTON 
 
A true record. 
      ATTEST: 
 
By:  ______________________________________ 
                Board Administrator 
 

https://www.gbfb.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/GBFB_Food-Access-Report_2024_final.pdf?utm_source=24STUDY&utm_medium=WEB&utm_campaign=web-statewide-study&utm_content=data-and-research-web-copylink
https://www.gbfb.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/GBFB_Food-Access-Report_2024_final.pdf?utm_source=24STUDY&utm_medium=WEB&utm_campaign=web-statewide-study&utm_content=data-and-research-web-copylink


Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Bikeway Block Party

Summary:
Christopher Tonkin
Chair Arlington Bicycle Advisory Committee (ABAC).

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material Special_Event_Application_ABAC.pdf Special Event Application

Reference
Material Boston_Modular_and_Synth_Showcase.pdf Reference



TOWN OF ARLINGTON 
SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT APPLICATION 

Applicant and Sponsoring Organization Information 
 
Name of Organization / Sponsor:          
 
Address:     City:   State:  Zip:   
 
Applicant Name:         Tel#:       
 
E-mail:               
 
Event Manager:       Contact Info:    
  
Other Contact Person/s:      Contact Info:      
 
 
Event Information  
 
 Run/Walk                             Parade                                       Event 
Event Title:             
 
Start Date & Time(s):    End Date & Time(s):      
 
Estimated Attendance: #   Admission Fee:       
 
Open to the Public:   Yes   No 
 
Requested Location: Street (specify):           
           
           Other (specify):           
 
Set Up Date/Time & Description:           
 
Breakdown Date/Time & Description:           
 
NOTE: ATTACH DIAGRAM OF ROUTE WITH SPECIFICS 
 
 
 
Event Details 
 
YES   NO   
    Will you set up table(s) and/or chair(s)? Approximate number :________ 
    Booth(s), Exhibit(s), Display(s) and/or Enclosure(s):    
    Canopy(ies) and/or Tent(s)- describe dimensions:    
 
The following is required by your organization to insure the safety and health of all participating in this 
event: Note: You do not need to contact the departments below if it is not required. 
 
YES   NO   
    Police Detail:       (contact police) 



Boston Modular and Synth Showcase at Bikeway Block Party 

 

Time: 4 hours in the afternoon on Sept 15th 

 

Who: Boston Modular and Synth is a 700+ person group that organizes Meetup events and 
performances on a monthly basis. Operating since 2015, we bring together new and 
experienced electronic music performers in a welcoming, accessible and supportive 
atmosphere appropriate for all ages. We are proudly DIY and dedicated to bringing together 
everyone in the New England area who is interested in performing electronic music, 
without discrimination.  

 

What: The Boston Modular and Synth Showcase will be a 4 hour event with 6 30 minute 
sets. We will provide a PA system and all necessary cables and gear. We will simply require 
a reliable source of AC power. 

 

The following acts have been confirmed for the Sept 15th event: 

 

- Metal Tiger - Boston area electronic musician and organizer of Boston Modular and Synth, 
as well as New England Synthfest. He plays danceable, bass-heavy beats influenced by 
90s and 2000s hip hop and electronic music, as well as the global dance sounds of today. 

- TotoRobyn - TotoRobyn has amassed a local and online following for her wide ranging 
sets, which can go from ambient to noise to downtempo to dance. She is a respected 
Twitch streamer and popular performer.  

- Noizcode - Noizcode is a RI based hardware techno musician who plays hard hitting sets 
that are guaranteed to get a crowd in motion. 

- The Entire Robot - TER brings jazz chops and technical sophistication to his completely 
improvised sets of fusion funk. 

- Deftly-D - Deftly is a longtime electronic musician, radio DJ, event promoter, and all 
around musical mastermind who has been involved in the New England electronic scene 
since the 90s. His improvised performances mix electro, industrial funk, and live vocals in a 
unique, fun blend. 



- :mousekid: - :mousekid: is an up and coming musician who makes a unique blend of 
noise, dance, and hip hop beats. 

 

Special considerations: We will need a rain canopy for the event. Volume levels can be 
adjusted to account for neighboring homes and businesses.  

 



Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Minutes of Meetings: July 22, 2024; August 5, 2024

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material 07.22.2024_draft_minutes.pdf Draft 7.22.2024 Minutes

Reference
Material 08.05.2024_draft_minutes.pdf Draft 8.5.2024 Minutes
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Select Board   

Meeting Minutes   

  

Date: Monday, July 22, 2024   
Time: 7:15PM   
Location: Members of the public may access the hybrid meeting via the Select Board 
Chambers, Zoom, or ACMI   
Present: Mr. Hurd, Mr. Diggins, Mr. Helmuth 
Also Present: Mr. Feeney, Mr. Cunningham, Ms. Maher   
Absent: Mr. DeCourcey, Chair, Mrs. Mahon, Vice Chair 
  

1. Legislative Provision for Remote Participation 
Mr. Hurd opened the meeting by stating that tonight’s meeting is being conducted via 
Zoom, is being recorded and is also being simultaneously broadcasted on ACMI. 
Because all members are present, votes will be taken by voice unless a roll call is 
required. Persons wishing to join the meeting by Zoom may find information on how to do 
so on the Town's website. Persons participating by Zoom are reminded that they may be 
visible to others and then if you wish to participate, you are asked to provide your full 
name in the interest of developing a record of the meeting. Further, all participants are 
advised that people may be listening who do not provide comment, and those persons 
are not required to identify themselves. Finally, both Zoom participants and people 
watching on ACMI can follow the posted agenda materials, also found on the Town's 
website using the Novus agenda platform. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

2. Minutes of Meetings: June 10, 2024; June 24, 2024  

 

3. Vote: Authorizing Police Details for the State Primary, September 3, 2024  

Juli Brazile, Town Clerk  

 

4. Request: Contractor/Drainlayer License  

A&S Water & Sewer, Inc.  

Indiana Alvarado  

Lynn, MA 01902  

 

TR Construction Masonry LLC  

Thiago Fernandes  

Tyngsboro, MA  
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5. Acceptance of Funds From Various Entities  

David Morgan, Environmental Planner + Conservation Agent  

 

6. Request: Special (One Day) Beer & Wine License 07/25/2024 and 07/31/2024 at 

Whittemore Park Summer Concert Series  

Matt Guernsey  

 

7. Request: Special (One Day) Beer & Wine License, 08/03/24, 08/10/24, 08/17/24, 

08/24/24, 08/31/24, 09/07/24, 09/14/24, 09/21/24, 09/28/24 @ Jason Russell 

House for Arlington Beer Garden  

Robert Brazile, President, Arlington Historical Society  

Matthew Beres, Director, Arlington Historical Society  

 

8. A Middle Eastern Dance Show by Seyyide @ Whittemore Park on Friday, August 

30, 2024  

Claudia Donnet  

 

Mr. Helmuth moved approval.                    SO VOTED (3-0) 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS  

 

9. 7:15 P.M. Brattle Place Betterment  

a. Request: repair to private way  

b. Betterment Order Dan Wight  

Mr. Wight appeared before the Board and gave a brief overview of Brattle Place stating 

that it is a short gravel, dirt, dead end road that runs between Brattle Street and the Bike 

Path. Mr. Wright further stated that Brattle Place has been in a state of disrepair for the 

entirety that he has lived there, and the abutters have done temporary repairs for a 

number of years. Mr. Feeney noted that the proposed scope of work closely aligns with 

that which engineering has outlined. 

 

The following members of the public spoke regarding this betterment: 

Steve Ronayne, 8 Brattle Place  

 

The Board thanked the petitioner and the members of the public for their comments. The 

Board noted that this process is a difficult one and based on the materials they have 

received they have over 66% approval from the abutters and would like to move forward 

with the approval.  

 

Mr. Diggins moved approval.          SO VOTED (3-0) 

 

APPOINTMENTS  

 

10. Council on Aging  
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Margaret Iwobi (Term to Expire: 06/30/2027)  

Ms. Iwobi appeared before the Board and stated that she first got involved in the Council 

on Aging since moving to Arlington in 2020. Ms. Iwobi noted that she worked in Medicare 

counseling in New York and believes she can bring her knowledge to this Board. The 

Board thanked Ms. Iwobi for her willingness to serve and looks forward to working with 

her in the future.  

 

Mr. Diggins moved approval.          SO VOTED (3-0) 

 

11. Commission for Arts and Culture  

Laurie Bogdan (Term to Expire 06/30/27)  

Ms. Bogdan appeared before the Board and noted that she has been involved with the 

arts in the Town for over 8 years and when the opportunity arose to join as a 

commissioner, she was happy to dedicate her time to this commission. The Board 

thanked Ms. Bogdon for her willingness to serve and looks forward to working with her in 

the future. 

 

Mr. Helmuth moved approval.                    SO VOTED (3-0) 

 

LICENSES & PERMITS  

 

12. For Approval: Wine & Malt Alcohol License Change of Manager  

Noodle Market, Jittikan Juntik, 470-472 Massachusetts Avenue  

Ms. Juntik appeared before the Board and stated that the previous manager is no longer 

working for the restaurant and before the Board tonight is an application for a change of 

manager.  

 

Mr. Diggins moved approval.          SO VOTED (3-0) 

 

13. Outdoor Restaurant and Retail Permit Application  

Zomsa Restaurant & Bar, 434 Massachusetts Avenue, Mukund Pukharel  

The applicant appeared before the Board and stated that they are a new business in the 

Town and would like to offer outdoor dining to their patrons. The request is for the two 

parking spots located on Mass Ave in front of their business to be a patio area including 

5 tables and 20 chairs    

 

Mr. Helmuth moved approval.          SO VOTED (3-0) 

 

OPEN FORUM  

 

No members of the public spoke.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  
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14. Civilian Police Advisory Commission Appointment  

James Feeney, Town Manager  

 

Mr. Diggins moved receipt.           SO VOTED (3-0) 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

Mr. Helmuth expressed his appreciation for the Town Manager, Assistant Director of 

Planning and many residents and officials that attended the ribbon cutting for the Housing 

Corporation of Arlington’s newest ADU on Dorothy Road. Mr. Helmuth noted that this is 

the first deeply affordable, income restricted ADU in Arlington which was funded in large 

part through Town funds in partnership with the Affordable Housing Trust Fund 

  

Mr. Hurd noted that the Arlington 8-year-old all-star baseball team are in regionals in 

Connecticut and would like to wish them luck and congratulations for their job well done. 

 

Next Scheduled Meeting of Select Board August 19, 2024 

 

Mr. Helmuth moved to adjourn at 7:54p.m.        SO VOTED (3-0) 

  

A true record attest.  

Ashley Maher   

Board Administrator   

  

7/22/2024  

Agenda Item  Documents Used  

1   

2 6.10.2024 Draft Minutes  

6.24.2024 Draft Minutes 

3 Memo to SB – Sept 2024 Primary Police Details 

4 A&S Water & Sewer and TR Construction - Drainlayer License 

5 Memo from Planning Department – Acceptance of Funds 

6 Summer Concert Whittemore One Day License 

7 Historical Society One Day License 

8 Seyyide Dance – Special Event Application 

9 Abutter Approval 

Abutter Hearing Notice 
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Betterment Order 

10  M. Iwobi Council on Aging Appointment 

11 L. Bogdon Commission for Arts and Culture Appointment 

12  Noodle Market Application 

Inspection Reports 

13 Zomsa Application 

Inspection Reports 

14 Citizen Police Adv. Approval Letter 
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Select Board   

Meeting Minutes   

  

Date: Monday, August 5, 2024   
Time: 6:00PM   
Location: Town Managers Conference Room, 2nd Floor, Town Hall Annex   
Present: Mr. DeCourcey, Chair, Mrs. Mahon, Vice Chair Mr. Hurd, Mr. Diggins, Mr. 
Helmuth 
Also Present: Mr. Feeney, Mr. Cunningham, Ms. Maher   
 

1. Select Board / Town Manager Goal Setting 
Stephen W. DeCourcey, Select Board Chair  

 
The Board had a detailed discussion regarding the Select Board / Town Manager goals 
for FY 2025 – 2026. The categories of the goals consisted of the following:  

• Organizational, Strategic and Long-range Financial Planning 

• Capital Projects and Maintenance  

• Community Planning and Development, Land Use, Economic Development 

• Transportation and Parking  

• Public Communications, Customer Service & Resident Engagement 

• Information Technology 
 
Next Scheduled Meeting of Select Board August 19, 2024 
 
Mrs. Mahon moved to adjourn at 8:26p.m.         SO VOTED (5-0) 
 
A true record attest. 
Ashley Maher 
Board Administrator 



Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Request: Contractor/Drainlayer License

Summary:
Cavalieri Construction Company, Inc.
Paul Buckley
Wilmington, MA 01887
 
Darvin and Jack Masonry
Jack Rene Lopez
Lynn, MA 01902

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material Cavalieri_Const_Co_Darvin_Jack_drainlayer_ltr.pdf Reference



OFFICE OF THE SELECT BOARD 
 

STEPHEN W. DECOURCEY, CHAIR           730 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE 
DIANE M. MAHON, VICE CHAIR        TELEPHONE 781-316-3020 
JOHN V. HURD                                       FAX 781-316-3029  
LENARD T. DIGGINS  
ERIC D. HELMUTH   
  
 

 
 

 
 

TOWN OF ARLINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 02476-4908 

 
 
September 4, 2024 
 
Cavalieri Construction Company, Inc. 
Paul Buckley 
Wilmington, MA 01887 
 
Dear Paul: 
 
The Select Board will be discussing your request for a License to do Drainlaying 
in the Town of Arlington by hybrid format on Monday, September 9, 2024 at 7:15 
p.m. Although it is not a requirement that you attend this meeting, you are invited 
to do so.  
 
The meeting will take place in the Select Board Chambers. The link to the 
meeting and other information will be available at the bottom of the Select Board 
Agenda as well as on the Town Calendar when the meeting is posted Thursday, 
September 5th by 7:00 p.m.  
 
Please contact this office by email, ckalogeropoulos@town.arlington.ma.us, if 
you have any questions. 
 
Very truly yours, 
SELECT BOARD 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                 
Caroline Kalogeropoulos 
Administrative Assistant 

 











OFFICE OF THE SELECT BOARD 
 

STEPHEN W. DECOURCEY, CHAIR           730 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE 
DIANE M. MAHON, VICE CHAIR        TELEPHONE 781-316-3020 
JOHN V. HURD                                       FAX 781-316-3029  
LENARD T. DIGGINS  
ERIC D. HELMUTH   
  
 

 
 

 
 

TOWN OF ARLINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 02476-4908 

 
 
September 4, 2024 
 
Jack Rene Lopez 
Darvin and Jack Masonry 
Lynn, MA 01902 
 
Dear Jack: 
 
The Select Board will be discussing your request for a License to do Drainlaying 
in the Town of Arlington by hybrid format on Monday, September 9, 2024 at 7:15 
p.m. Although it is not a requirement that you attend this meeting, you are invited 
to do so.  
 
The meeting will take place in the Select Board Chambers. The link to the 
meeting and other information will be available at the bottom of the Select Board 
Agenda as well as on the Town Calendar when the meeting is posted Thursday, 
September 5th  by 7:00 p.m.  
 
Please contact this office by email, ckalogeropoulos@town.arlington.ma.us, if 
you have any questions. 
 
Very truly yours, 
SELECT BOARD 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                 
Caroline Kalogeropoulos 
Administrative Assistant 

 







Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Reappointment

Summary:
Permanent Town Building Committee 
Peter Martini (Term to Expire: 6/30/2027)
Allen Reedy (Term to Expire: 6/30/2027)

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material PTBC_Reappointments_Ref.pdf Reference











Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Approval: Switch Box Art

Summary:
Lori Kenschaft
Energy Advocate, Electrify Arlington

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material Electrify_Arlington_Switch_Box_Art_Memo.pdf Memo from Planning Department



TOWN OF ARLINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING and
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

TOWN HALL, 730 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE
ARLINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02476

TELEPHONE 781-316-3090

MEMORANDUM

TO: Jim Feeney, Arlington Town Manager

Select Board of the Town of Arlington

FROM: Talia Fox, Sustainability Manager, Department of Planning & Community Development

Lori Kenschaft, Energy Advocate, Department of Planning & Community Development

CC: Claire Ricker, Director, Department of Planning & Community Development

Ashley Maher, Select Board Administrator

Michael Rademacher, Department of Public Works

Cecily Miller, Curator of Public Art at Arts Arlington

DATE: August 14, 2024

RE: Electrify Arlington switch box art approval

The Sustainability Manager and Energy Advocate request permission to paint murals on switch boxes
at two locations, in different parts of the Town, to raise awareness of the Electrify Arlington program
(see photos on next page):

1. The corner of Summer Street and Park Avenue Extension
2. The corner of Broadway and Cleveland Street

Electrify Arlington’s mission is to help the Town of Arlington meet its goal of net zero greenhouse gas
emissions by 2050, and to help stabilize our climate, by helping Arlington residents, landlords, and
small businesses reduce emissions from their buildings and vehicles. This program operates out of
the Department of Planning and Community Development, with the participation of both Town staff
and volunteers, and does outreach and education of many kinds.

We can use existing funding from a Mass Save Community First Partnership grant for this purpose.
We have connected with an artist who has painted ten switch boxes, was recommended by Laurie
Bogdan (member of the Arlington Commission for Arts and Culture), and is enthusiastic about this
project.

The murals would be variants on the Electrify Arlington banner, using these colors and themes:



The murals would also include a QR code and the URL for the Electrify Arlington website
(ArlingtonMA.gov/electrify), so that people who are interested can get more information, but these
practical details would be a secondary feature of the design, not top and center. Our goal is to create
aesthetically attractive designs, in keeping with other murals on switch boxes around the Town.

1. Summer Street and Park Avenue Extension:

2. Broadway and Cleveland Street:



Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Acceptance of Funds: Town Day Donations

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material Town_Day_Donations_Approval_Letter.pdf Reference



Town of Arlington  
Office of the Select Board 

Town Hall 
730 Massachusetts Avenue 

Arlington, MA 02476 
Tel: 781-316-3020 

Email: sbadmin@town.arllington.ma.us  
 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
To:  Select Board 
From:  Ashley Maher, Board Administrator 
Date:  September 3, 2024 
Re:  Acceptance of Town Day Funds Received  
 
The Office of the Select Board has received donations from various entities for the Town 
Day Celebration. To spend these funds, acknowledgement by the Select Board is 
required. Below are donations for Town Day to date.  
 

Amount Source  
$    100.00 Jimmy's Steer House 
$    250.00 Keefe Funeral Homes 
$ 1,000.00 Leader Bank 
$ 1,000.00 Legacy at Arlington Center 
$    100.00 Tara Leah Realty Trust 
$    500.00 Watertown Savings Bank 
$ 1,000.00 Gibson Sotheby Real Estate 
$    100.00 First Baptist Church  
$    250.00 A Place to Grow  

TOTAL: $4,300.00  
 

mailto:sbadmin@town.arllington.ma.us


Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

The Hamentasch Run on March 9, 2025

Summary:
Luna Bukiet, Program Director at Center for Jewish Life Arlington-Belmont

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material

Hamentasch_Run_-
_Special_Event_Application.jpg Special Event Application

Reference
Material Hamentasch_Run_-_Map.jpg Map







Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Request: Special (One Day) Beer & Wine License, 09/14/2024 @ Robbins Memorial Town Hall for
Stratton School Family Outing Fundraiser

Summary:
Danielle Dean / Stratton School PTO

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material Stratton_School__Family_Outing_Fundraiser_One_Day_License.pdf Reference

















Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Request: Special (One Day) Beer & Wine License, 09/21/2024 @ David Lamson Way for Town Day
Beer Garden

Summary:
Matt Guernsey

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material Town_Day_Beer_Garden_One_Day_License.pdf Reference





















Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Request: Oktoberfest at the Old Schwamb Mill, 10/5/2024, Noon - 4:00 p.m.

Summary:
Lynette Aznavourian, Museum Director, Old Schwamb Mill
a) Special (One Day) Beer & Wine License
b) Mill Lane (between Lowell Street and bridge over Mill Brook) - street closing

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material Schwamb_Mill_Oktoberfest_One_Day_License.pdf Reference



















Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Request: Special (One Day) Beer & Wine License, 10/05/2024 @ The Old Schwamb Mill for
Oktoberfest Event

Summary:
Matt Guernsey

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material Oktoberfest_1_Day_Ref.pdf Reference



















Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

For Approval: Common Victualler License

Summary:
The Vintage Tea and Cake Company LLC, Adel Donegan, 677 Massachusetts Avenue

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material Vintage_Tea_Cake_Co_CV_App_Ref.pdf Application

Reference
Material Vinatge_Tea_Cake_Co_IR_Ref.pdf Inspection Reports

































Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Hearing: Public Shade Tree Removal for Stratton Safe Routes to School Project

Summary:
John Alessi, Senior Transportation Planner
Amy Archer, Pare Corp 

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material Select_Board_-_Final_090924.pdf Presentation



Stratton
Elementary School, 
Arlington

Safe Routes to School Project

September 9, 2024 | 7:15 PM

Project File No. 609531

Select Board – Tree Hearing



 

Project Area

• 225’ along Wheeler Lane 
from Dickson Ave to Mountain Ave

• 300’ along Mountain Ave
from Wheeler Lane to Dickson Ave

• 575’ along Dickson Ave
from Mountain Ave to Hemlock St

• 1,600’ along Hemlock St
from Dickson Ave to Brattle St



 

Project Needs and Goals-
Improve Sidewalks/Paths

• Various narrow sections

• Missing detectable warning panels

• Sections with steep grades

Upgrade to Americans with 

Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance 

– including width, cross slope and 

ped ramps

• Incomplete sidewalk network to 

school’s entrances

Extend sidewalk network

3’ TYP

Narrow sidewalk on Hemlock Street

No sidewalk on Dickson Avenue



 

Project Needs and Goals – 
Safer Pedestrian Crossings

• Missing crosswalks along desire 

lines

• Lack of high visibility/consistent 

striping

• Sight line issues

Restripe Crosswalks and enhance 

signage

Consider traffic calming measures 

as appropriate

Missing crosswalks across side streets.

Horizontal/vertical alignment and 

on-street parking limit visibility.



 

Project Needs and Goals –
Safer Intersections

• Pedestrian crossings are long

• Excessive pavement allows higher 

vehicular speeds at intersections

• Excessive pavement presents 

ambiguity in right-of-way

Narrow roadway intersections, add 

signing and markings to identify 

ROW

Dickson/Hemlock – no stop lines/stop signs

Hemlock/Yerxa - flat radius = high speed turn



How will 
public shade 
trees be 
impacted?  



 

Existing Conditions



 

Existing Conditions



 

Proposed Conditions



 

Proposed Conditions



 

Tree Impact Summary

• All existing trees are within the Town ROW

• 12 Total trees are impacted – 10 to be removed and 2 to be transplanted

• 16 Trees to be planted (including the 2 transplants) = 4 more trees than existing

Location Sta Size Disposition 
Wheeler Lane 302+21 RT 2" Transplant
Mountain Ave 3+18 RT 15" Remove
Mountain Ave 4+24 RT 24" Remove
Mountain Ave 4+81 RT 20" Remove
Dickson Ave 102+10 RT 15" Remove
Dickson Ave 104+02 RT 15" Remove

Yerxa Rd 111+35 LT 10" Remove
Hemlock St 116+01 RT 1" Transplant
Hemlock St 116+96 LT 15" Remove
Hemlock St 119+52 LT 12" Remove
Hemlock St 120+37 LT 48" Remove
Hemlock St 121+25 LT 48" Remove

Location Sta Size Species 
Wheeler Lane 302+21 RT 2" Transplant
Mountain Ave 3+34 RT 8-10 Feet Maple
Mountain Ave 4+24 RT 2-2.5 Inch Caliper Sweetgum
Mountain Ave 4+81 RT 2-2.5 Inch Caliper Tupelo
Mountain Ave 102+29 RT 8-10 Feet Maple
Dickson Ave 104+00 RT 8-10 Feet Maple

Yerxa Rd 111+41 LT 2-2.5 Inch Caliper Tupelo
Hemlock St 111+60 LT 2-2.5 Inch Caliper Sweetgum
Hemlock St 111+80 LT 8-10 Feet Maple
Hemlock St 114+50 RT 8-10 Feet Maple
Hemlock St 116+01 RT 1" Transplant
Hemlock St 117+50 LT 7-8 Feet Serviceberry
Hemlock St 119+50 LT 1.5-2 Inch Caliper Hawthorne
Hemlock St 119+59 LT 1.5-2 Inch Caliper Cherry 
Hemlock St 120+28 LT 7-8 Feet Serviceberry
Hemlock St 121+22 LT 1.5-2 Inch Caliper Hawthorne



Thank You
Stratton Elementary School
Arlington SRTS Project

Select Board – Tree Hearing

September 9, 2024 | 7:15 PM

Project File No. 609531



Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Update: Double Poles

Summary:
Stephen W. DeCourcey, Chair 

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material

Double_Pole_Summary_Report_as_of_4-
30-24.pdf Double Pole Reference

Reference
Material

Double_Pole_Detail_-_4-30-24_-
Sorted_by_Date_Installed.pdf Double Pole Reference 2

Reference
Material Double_Pole_Statute_and_Bill.pdf Double Pole Statute and Bill
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59 10 18 48 51

Arlington Joint Owned Eversource Verizon Massachusetts 11 2 3 10 10

Arlington Sole Owned Verizon Massachusetts 7 0 1 6 6

Arlington Joint Owned Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 41 8 14 32 35

NEW DOUBLE POLES REMAINING AT END New double poles remaining at end of the reporting period.

NEW DOUBLE POLES ADDED New double poles added during the reporting period.

NEW DOUBLE POLES REMOVED New double poles removed during the reporting period.

NEW DOUBLE POLES REMAINING > 90 DAYS
New double poles remaining at end of the reporting period that exceed 90 

days.

POLE OWNER 1 Sole owner or first joint owner.

POLE OWNER 2 Second joint owner (where JO).

NEW DOUBLE POLES AT START New double poles at start of reporting period.  

NOTES:  The Summary Reports in Attachment A provide all backlog and double poles recorded in the National Joint Utilities Notification System (NJUNS) database.  Backlog double poles are those with a set date on or before January 31, 

2004, and new double poles are those with a set date after January 31, 2004.  Municipal electric companies that are sole and joint pole owners are included in these Reports. 

The following Column Definitions apply to this Summary Report:

CITY OR TOWN City or town in which new double poles are located.

POLE OWNERSHIP TYPE "JO" or "SO" to indicate joint or sole pole ownership.

ATTACHMENT A

  D.T.E. 03-87 DOUBLE POLE STATUS GRID

NEW DOUBLE POLE SUMMARY REPORT

Reporting Period: November 1 2023 to April 30 2024
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Arlington WACHUSETT AVE 2260675 79 11 79 11 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 1/1/2014 Yes

Arlington Maple St 2460980 57 1 57 1 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 5/27/2015 Yes

Arlington Pleasant St 2468310 4 7 4 7 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 6/18/2015 Yes

Arlington Fabyan St 2504489 148 5 148 5 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 7/29/2015 Yes

Arlington Mystic St 2504182 854 7 7 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 7/31/2015 Yes

Arlington Brattle St 2710650 11 29 11 29 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 3/8/2016 Yes

Arlington ORVIS RD 2995223 130 9 130 9 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 12/7/2016 Yes

Arlington JEAN RD 3240282 815 1 1 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 8/11/2017 Yes

Arlington Chestnut St 2504162 114 4S 4S Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 1/1/2018 Yes

Arlington Ridge St 3488634 8 4 8 4 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 3/2/2018 Yes

Arlington Gardner 3463173 951 14 951 14 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 3/18/2018 Yes

Arlington PATRICIA TERRACE 3655107PATRICIA TERRACE1-1PATRICIA TERRACE1-1 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 12/17/2018 Yes

Arlington PRENTISS RD 3758348 770 3 770 3 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 12/18/2018 Yes

Arlington PRENTISS RD 3758359 770 1 770 1 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 12/19/2018 Yes

Arlington PRESCOTT ST 3758466 864 1 864 1 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 12/20/2018 Yes

Arlington edgehill 3850463 4 p4 Eversource Verizon Massachusetts 3/19/2019 Yes

Arlington decatur st 3930434 2-1 p2-1 Eversource Verizon Massachusetts 5/29/2019 Yes

Arlington APACHE TRAIL 3904995 2 6 APACHE TRAILELCO P6 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 6/5/2019 Yes

Arlington mystic st 3957094 854 40 854 p40 Eversource Verizon Massachusetts 6/24/2019 Yes

Arlington bay state rd 4045640 7 p7 Eversource Verizon Massachusetts 9/19/2019 Yes

Arlington endicott rd 4055318 17 6 p17/6 Eversource Verizon Massachusetts 9/27/2019 Yes

Arlington jason 4077659 50 26 50 P50/26 Eversource Verizon Massachusetts 10/17/2019 Yes

Arlington BROADWAY 4110067 190 9 190 190/9 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 11/20/2019 Yes

Arlington broadway 4227932 9 p195/e195 p195/e195 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 11/25/2019 Yes

Arlington winter st 4130456 887 3 887/3 Eversource Verizon Massachusetts 12/13/2019 Yes

Arlington mass ave 4172690 847 159 p847/159 Verizon Massachusetts 1/30/2020 Yes

Arlington Chestnut St 2504156 114 6 6 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 2/5/2020 Yes

Arlington chestnut st 4178579 p6 p6 Verizon Massachusetts 2/5/2020 Yes

Arlington hamlet 4178573 p10 p10 Verizon Massachusetts 2/5/2020 Yes

Arlington FOREST ST 4028095 829 10 FOREST STELCO P10 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 3/27/2020 Yes
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ATTACHMENT A

D.T.E. 03-87 DOUBLE POLE STATUS GRID

NEW DOUBLE POLE PROGRESS REPORT

Reporting Period: November 1 2023 to April 30 2024
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Arlington RIVER ST 4111138 14 P10A/E10A P10A/E10A Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 4/7/2020 Yes

Arlington Stowcroft St 4286396 12 P12 Verizon Massachusetts 4/14/2020 Yes

Arlington Beacon St 4282536 9 P9 Verizon Massachusetts 4/23/2020 Yes

Arlington BOW ST 4827053 906 15 NA 15 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 9/9/2021 Yes

Arlington MYSTIC ST 3044868 854 11 N/A 11 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 1/21/2022 Yes

Arlington SWAN PL 3838439 873 6 873 ELCO P6 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 2/10/2022 Yes

Arlington ernest road 5006278 96 2 e-2 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 6/24/2022 Yes

Arlington SPRING AVE 5231283 89 2 NA 2 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 8/9/2022 Yes

Arlington PINE RIDGE RD 5231262 156 7 NA 7 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 8/11/2022 Yes

Arlington Gray St. 5586587 27 49 27 Pole 27/49 Verizon Massachusetts 5/15/2023 Yes

Arlington Arlington 5745365 27 37 27 Pole 27/37 Eversource Verizon Massachusetts 9/1/2023 Yes

Arlington Overlook 5759886 965 23 965 Pole 965/23 Eversource Verizon Massachusetts 9/14/2023 Yes

Arlington MASSACHUSETTS AV 4575906 847 P106/E106 P106/E106 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 11/16/2023 Yes

Arlington MOUNTAIN AV 4678388 104 P14/E14 P14/E14 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 12/4/2023 Yes

Arlington WASHINGTON ST 4678406 987 P17/E17 P17/E17 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 12/14/2023 Yes

Arlington Mass Ave 5968417 1 161 1 Pole 1/161 Eversource Verizon Massachusetts 1/22/2024 Yes

Arlington HOMER RD 4976965 265 P9/E9 P9/E9 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 1/25/2024 Yes

Arlington wachusett av 4973305 878 p2/e2 p2/e2 Verizon Massachusetts Eversource 1/29/2024 Yes



Current Law – Chapter 164, Section 34B – Replacement of Existing Poles 

Section 34B. A distribution company or a telephone company engaging in the 

removal of an existing pole and the installation of a new pole in place thereof shall 

complete the transfer of wires, all repairs, and the removal of the existing pole 

from the site within 90 days from the date of installation of the new pole; 

provided, however, that for any approved commercial or industrial construction 

project, the completion of which is expected to take longer than one year, said 

company shall be required to remove such pole within six months from the date 

of installation of the new pole. The owner of such pole shall notify all other users 

of the starting date of such removal and installation work at least 48 hours prior to 

the commencement of such work, and said owner shall require all other users to 

remove their wiring and other attachments from the poles in a timely manner. 

 

 

Governor’s Proposed Amendment Contained in Municipal Empowerment Act – 

Not Passed. 

SECTION 79. Section 34B of chapter 164 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is 

hereby amended by adding the following sentence:- A city or town may enforce 

this section by the enactment of a local ordinance or bylaw prohibiting double 

poles beyond the 90 days or 6 months, as the case may be, authorized by this 

section, violation of which may be punishable by a fine to be imposed on the 

owner of such double poles not to exceed a maximum of $1,000 per occurrence. 



Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Future Select Board Meetings

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material Oct_-_Dec_Calendar.pdf Oct - Dec Calendar 2024



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 2 3                   

Rosh Hashana 
4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12               
Yom Kippur 

13 14    
Indigenous 

Peoples' Day 

15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31          
Halloween 

OCTOBER 2024



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 2

3 4 5        Election 
Day

6 7 8 9

10 11       
Veterans Day 

12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28     
Thanksgiving 

29    
Thanksgiving 

Friday 

30

NOVEMBER 2024



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24   Christmas 
Eve 

25   Christmas 
Day &             

Hanukkah

26      
Kwanzaa

27 28

29 30 31               
New Year's 

Eve 

DECEMBER 2024



Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Discussion and Approval: Letters Regarding Proposed MBTA Development of Alewife Station/CSO
Issues

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material Aleiwife_CSO_DRAFT_letter_to_MBTA.pdf Draft letter to MBTA

Reference
Material Aleiwife_CSO_DRAFT_letter_to_Governor.pdf Draft letter to Governor



DRAFT 
 
 
September 5, 2024 

 
 
Mr. Philip Eng 
General Manager and Chief Executive Officer 
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority 
10 Park Plaza, Boston, MA 02116 
 
Dear Mr. Eng, 
 
  The Town of Arlington Select Board, in conjunction with the Town Manager, respectfully 
sends this letter regarding the MBTA’s proposed redevelopment of the Alewife Station. The Town 
recognizes the state’s opportunity to transform and reinvigorate the Alewife area, as well as 
address longstanding impacts of the station’s current design and landscape on Arlington.  
However, at this initial stage of the project, Arlington must take the opportunity to express its 
grave concerns about the harmful potential impact that the project may have on our community by 
exacerbating the long standing issue with combined sewer overflows (“CSOs”) that have plagued 
our community.   
 

Arlington requests that the detrimental impact of CSOs upon the Arlington community is 
considered by the MBTA as part of any proposed development plan at the site.  If considered at 
this early stage, environmentally friendly methods of CSO mitigation can be planned and 
implemented so that there are no new outflows that create increased raw sewage flowing into 
Arlington’s waterways and neighborhoods.    

 
For decades, the discharge and flooding of sewage from CSOs has had a serious impact 

upon Arlington. According to the MWRA, a staggering 200 million or more gallons of combined 
sewage was discharged into the Mystic River and Alewife Brook in 2023 during nearly 100 distinct 
CSO discharges. When the Alewife Brook overflows, untreated CSO sewer discharges floods 
parks, yards and houses of residents in the surrounding area. The sewage discharge has also 
flooded area streets, leaving pedestrians to traverse hazardous, put more bluntly, gross conditions.   
 

The Alewife redevelopment project has the potential to worsen the impacts of the most 
damaging CSO in Cambridge – Outfall Number CAM401A.  Last year, this one CSO outfall, 
situated in very close proximity to the proposed project, discharged over 20 million gallons of 
untreated sewage pollution.  The 2023 discharge from CAM401A significantly exceeded the 



permitted annual total for the entirety of all Alewife Brook CSOs.  Any redevelopment project at 
the Alewife Station site, especially one that includes a significant increase in housing, will only 
increase this problem if mitigation efforts are not considered now, before planning begins in 
earnest.  Solutions like sewage storage under the Alewife site, the inclusion of an adjacent storm 
water wetland, more separated sewers and most importantly, no new connections to the combined 
sewers, must be considered now, before the opportunity to implement them is lost.      
 

Given the proximity of Arlington and its residents to untreated sewage discharge from CSO 
flooding, including from Somerville and Cambridge, the Alewife Station redevelopment is a 
critical project that will impact Arlington for decades. As a result, the Town respectfully requests 
that the MBTA consider how the proposed redevelopment can best serve the health, safety and 
environmental needs of Arlington and surrounding communities. 
 

The Town of Arlington is grateful for the MBTA’s commitment to redeveloping a critical 
transportation, commercial and residential hub in the Alewife area. However, we must ask that 
that this redevelopment consider and plan for the potentially disastrous impact that its sewage will 
have on Arlington.  We look forward to learning more about this proposed redevelopment and how 
it can improve the surrounding areas, including Arlington.   

 
 
     Sincerely, 
 
 
     Stephen W. DeCourcey 
     Chair, Arlington Select Board 
 

 
cc: The Honorable Kim Driscoll 
 The Honorable Cindy F. Friedman  
 The Honorable Sean Garballey 
 The Honorable David M. Rogers 

Town of Arlington Select Board 
James Feeney, Town Manager 
Michael Cunningham, Town Counsel 
Jaclyn Munson, Deputy Town Counsel   
 

 
  
  
 



DRAFT 
 
September 5, 2024 

 
 
The Honorable Maura Healey, Esq. 
Massachusetts State House 
Office of the Governor 
24 Beacon Street, Boston, MA 02133 
 
Dear Governor Healey, 
 
 The Town of Arlington Select Board, in conjunction with the Town Manager, respectfully 
sends this letter regarding the MBTA’s proposed redevelopment of the Alewife Station. The Town 
recognizes the state’s opportunity to transform and reinvigorate the Alewife area, as well as 
address longstanding impacts of the station’s current design and landscape on Arlington.  
However, at this initial stage of the project, Arlington must take the opportunity to express its 
grave concerns about the harmful potential impact that the project may have on our community by 
exacerbating the long standing issue with combined sewer overflows (“CSOs”) that have plagued 
our community.   
 

Arlington requests that the power of the Governor’s office is harnessed to coordinate efforts 
by the MBTA, MWRA DCR and the Massachusetts DEP so that the detrimental impact of CSOs 
upon the Arlington community is considered as part of any proposed development plan at the site.  
If considered at this early stage, environmentally friendly methods of CSO mitigation can be 
planned and implemented so that there are no new outflows that create increased raw sewage 
flowing into Arlington’s waterways and neighborhoods.    
 

For decades, the discharge and flooding of sewage from CSOs has had a serious impact 
upon Arlington. According to the MWRA, a staggering 200 million or more gallons of combined 
sewage was discharged into the Mystic River and Alewife Brook in 2023 during nearly 100 distinct 
CSO discharges. When the Alewife Brook overflows, untreated CSO sewer discharges floods 
parks, yards and houses of residents in the surrounding area. The sewage discharge has also 
flooded area streets, leaving pedestrians to traverse hazardous, put more bluntly, gross conditions.   

 
The Alewife redevelopment project has the potential to worsen the impacts of the most 

damaging CSO in Cambridge – Outfall Number CAM401A.  Last year, this one CSO outfall, 
situated in very close proximity to the proposed project, discharged over 20 million gallons of 
untreated sewage pollution.  The 2023 discharge from CAM401A significantly exceeded the 



permitted annual total for the entirety of all Alewife Brook CSOs.  Any redevelopment project at 
the Alewife Station site, especially one that includes a significant increase in housing, will only 
increase this problem if mitigation efforts are not considered now, before planning begins in 
earnest.  Solutions like sewage storage under the Alewife site, the inclusion of an adjacent storm 
water wetland, more separated sewers and most importantly, no new connections to the combined 
sewers, must be considered now, before the opportunity to implement them is lost.     

 
Given the proximity of Arlington and its residents to untreated sewage discharge from CSO 

flooding, including from Somerville and Cambridge, the Alewife Station redevelopment is a 
critical project that will impact Arlington for decades. As a result, the Town respectfully requests 
that your Honor convene relevant state agencies to consider how the proposed redevelopment can 
best serve the health, safety and environmental needs of Arlington and surrounding communities. 
 

The Town of Arlington is grateful for the MBTA’s commitment to redeveloping a critical 
transportation, commercial and residential hub in the Alewife area. However, we must ask that 
that this redevelopment consider and plan for the potentially disastrous impact that its sewage will 
have on Arlington.  We look forward to learning more about this proposed redevelopment and how 
it can improve the surrounding areas, including Arlington.   

 
 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
      Stephen W. DeCourcey 
      Chair, Arlington Select Board 

 
cc: The Honorable Kim Driscoll 
 The Honorable Cindy F. Friedman  
 The Honorable Sean Garballey 
 The Honorable David M. Rogers 

Town of Arlington Select Board 
James Feeney, Town Manager 
Michael Cunningham, Town Counsel 
Jaclyn Munson, Deputy Town Counsel   

        

 

 



Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

NEW BUSINESS



Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Next Scheduled Meeting of Select Board September 23, 2024

Summary:
You are invited to a Zoom webinar.
When: Sep 9, 2024 07:15 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Topic: Select Board Meeting
Register in advance for this webinar:
https://town-arlington-ma-us.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_dd76PLkVSPqPkpRInv1tkw

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar.
 
*Notice to the Public on meeting privacy* In the interests of preventing abuse of videoconferencing
technology (i.e. Zoom Bombing) all participants, including members of the public, wishing to engage
via the Zoom App must register for each meeting and will notice multi-step authentication protocols.
Please allow additional time to join the meeting. Further, members of the public who wish to participate without
providing their name may still do so by telephone dial-in information provided above.

https://town-arlington-ma-us.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_dd76PLkVSPqPkpRInv1tkw
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