
Town of Arlington
Board of Selectmen

Meeting Agenda

February 12, 2018
7:00 PM

Selectmen's Chambers, 2nd Floor, Town Hall

FOR APPROVAL

1. Arlington Jazz Festival Banners
Dan Fox

CONSENT AGENDA

2. Minutes of Meetings: January 22, 2018

3. Reappointment: Arlington Cultural Council
Jeffrey Timperi (term to expire 1/31/2021)

4. Request: Special (One Day) Beer & Wine License, 3/3/2018 @ Robbins Memorial Town Hall
for Hardy School 'Silent Auction' Fundraiser

Patsy O'Brien, Hardy School PTO
5. Request: Special (One Day) All Alcohol License, 3/10/2018 @ Robbins Memorial Town Hall for

'Beats for Eats' Fundraiser
Lauren Ledger, Arlington Eats

FINAL VOTES & COMMENTS

Articles for Review:
Article  Bylaw Amendment/Financial Information
 
Article  Home Rule Legislation/Bylaw Amendment/Change Board of Selectmen to Select
Board

NEW BUSINESS

Next Scheduled Meeting of BoS February 26, 2018.
During Special Town Meeting starting February 12, 2018 the Board of Selectmen will be in
session from 8:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m.



Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Arlington Jazz Festival Banners

Summary:
Dan Fox

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material Jazz_Festival_Banners_Request.pdf Request from Dan Fox, Sample Banner







Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Minutes of Meetings: January 22, 2018

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material 1.22.18_draft_minutes.docx Draft minutes 1.22.18
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TOWN OF ARLINGTON 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

 
Meeting Minutes 

Monday, January 22, 2018 
7:15 PM 

 
Present: Mr. Curro, Chair, Mr. Greeley, Vice Chair, Mrs. Mahon, Mr. Dunn, and Ms. Rowe 
Also Present: Mr. Chapdelaine, Mr. Heim, and Mrs. Krepelka  
 
FOR APPROVAL 

 
1.  For Approval: Request to Place Informational Material in Real Estate Tax Bill 

Dean Carman, Treasurer and Collector of Taxes 
 

Town Treasurer Carman requested under MGL.c60§3A(d), that the Board of Selectmen allow 
the Office of Treasury & Tax Collection to place the attached insert into all mailed real 
estate  tax bills for the next collection cycles. GO GREEN WITH PAPERLESS BILLING! 
  View and pay your tax bills online anytime 
  Pay with credit/debit card or ACH 
  Registration is not required 
  Go paperless and receive bills via email 
  Conveniently set up automatic payments 
  Schedule payments for a future date 
  Get email reminders when a payment is due 
  Go to www.arlingtonma.gov to make a payment 
Mrs. Mahon moved approval.        SO VOTED (5-0) 

 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 
2.  Minutes of Meetings: January 8, 2018 
 
3.  REAPPOINTMENTS (terms to expire 1/31/2021) 

Board of Health 
Marie Walsh Condon, M.D. 
Commission on Arts and Culture 
Stephanie Marlin-Curiel 
Jonathan Hyde 
Conservation Commission 
David White 
Council on Aging 
Marjorie Vanderhill 
Veteran's Council 
Steven Sawtelle 
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4.  For Approval: "Cause + Event Arlington 2018" 5K Race, May 13, 2018 
Julie Vakoc and Robin Olinsky, Race Co-Directors 
 

5.  Request: Special (One Day) Beer & Wine License, 1/27/18 @ Robbins Memorial Town 
Hall for Thompson School PTO 'Winter Party' 
Gaggi DeStefanis 
 

6.  Request: Special (One Day) Beer & Wine License, 2/3/18 @ Robbins Memorial Town 
Hall for Arlington Center for the Arts' Blue Jean Ball 
Lisa Pedulla, ACA 

Mr. Greeley moved approval.                     SO VOTED (5-0) 
 

APPOINTMENTS 

 
7.  Human Rights Commission 

Betsy Carlton-Gysan (term to expire 6/30/2019) 
Mrs. Mahon moved approval.           SO VOTED (5-0) 

 
TRAFFIC RULES & ORDERS / OTHER BUSINESS 

 
8.  Tree Inventory Report 

John Ellis, Tree Committee 
Mr. Ellis stated that a study funded by a $15,000 grant from the Urban and Community Forestry 
Challenge sought to map all the trees lining Arlington’s streets and walkways.  With 
approximately 10,500 of Arlington’s trees mapped online at Open Tree Map.org. officials can 
begin to use this data to make decisions to benefit the town.  The report gives the Department of 
Public Works a chance to be proactive rather than reactive.  With data showing which trees are 
aging and of a certain size, the Department of Public Works can address issues that could 
become large problems if left unattended.  Early intervention was just one of many ways that Mr. 
Ellis emphasized the report’s ability to inform the town’s economic decisions around tree 
planting and maintenance.   
The Board thanked Mr. Ellis and his Committee for an excellent presentation. 
Mrs. Mahon moved receipt of said report.            SO VOTED (5-0) 
 
9.  For Approval: 2018 Annual Town Election Ballot Questions - Treasurer/Collector 

Conversion  
Douglas W. Heim, Town Counsel 

Mr. Heim stated that the current Treasurer would be allowed to complete his term regardless of 
the vote’s outcome. 
Mrs. Mahon moved approval.                                    SO VOTED (5-0) 
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10.  For Approval: Request to Join Metro Mayors' Coalition 
Adam W. Chapdelaine, Town Manager 
Mr. Chapdelaine requested the Board’s endorsement of his intent to pursue Arlington’s 

joining of the Metropolitan Mayors Coalition (MMC).  The MMC is a group of cities and towns 
in the urban core of Metro Boston whose leaders gather to exchange information and create 
solutions for common problems.  The municipal officials in this group represent more than 1.4 
million constituents and represent Boston, Braintree, Brookline, Cambridge, Chelsea, Everett, 
Malden, Melrose, Medford, Newton, Quincy, Revere, Somerville and Winthrop.  MAPC 
facilitates and staffs the work of the MMC. 
Mr. Chapdelaine stated  MMC requires that member communities pay dues in the amount of 
$10,000. per year. 
Ms. Rowe moved approval.              SO VOTED (5-0) 

 
11.  For Approval: Interim Plan for Comptroller 

Adam W. Chapdelaine, Town Manager 
Mrs. Mahon moved approval.              SO VOTED (5-0) 
Mrs. Mahon asked Mr. Chapdelaine to consider including Richard Greco, Retirement 
Administrator,  in the next round of interviews since the Comptroller is an Ex-Officio  member 
of the Retirement Board. 

 
12.  Town Manager Performance Evaluation - Process 

Adam W. Chapdelaine, Town Manager 
Mr. Chapdelaine stated that for the past four years, we have used an evaluation instrument 
agreed by the Board to go along with a Narrative Self Evaluation and an update on Town 
Manager goals provided by Mr. Chapdelaine.  The Manager suggested a timeline for the Board 
to accept and also would like to hear feedback from Board members regarding the process that 
has been in place.    
Mrs. Mahon moved approval.              SO VOTED (5-0) 
 
 
FINAL VOTES & COMMENTS 

 
Articles for Review: 
Article 3: Bylaw Amendment/Residential Construction, Open Excavation, and Demolition 
Activity Regulations. 
 
Article 4:  Bylaw Amendment/Parking Benefits District Expenditures. 
 
Mrs. Mahon moved approval.       SO VOTED (5-0) 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 

Mr. Chapdelaine stated that he attended the Massachusetts Municipal Association 
Annual Meeting this weekend along with Selectman Joseph Curro, Jr., Deputy Town 
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Manager Sandy Pooler and Assistant Town Manager James Feeney.   Mr. Chapdelaine stated 
that Director of Veterans Services Jeffrey A. Chunglo spoke on the State Benefits program under 
Chapter 115 and other cases involving seeking alternate sources of income in order to continue 
to benefit the veteran/dependent while reducing the municipal and state fiscal burden related to 
Chapter 115. 
 
Mr. Chapdelaine stated he was also honored to be named  President of the MMMA at 
their Annual Meeting on Saturday. 
 
Mr. Chapdelaine stated the Arlington Youth Counseling Center was mentioned at said meeting 
for all the excellent work they do as the leading provider of outpatient and school-based child 
and adolescent mental health services in Arlington.  In 2017, AYCC clinicians served over 375 
youth and adult family members and conducted nearly 6,000 counseling sessions. 
 
Mr. Chapdelaine stated Jennifer Raitt, Director, Planning and Community Development and 
 Ali Carter, Economic Development Coordinator were awarded the Mass. Municipal 
Associations Kenneth E. Pickard Innovation award for the Registration and Maintenance of 
Vacant Commercial and Industrial Buildings Bylaw, which was passed by the Special Town 
Meeting on October 19, 2016.  The Bylaw requires property owners to state their efforts to fill 
the vacancy and to maintain a code-complaint property.  An annual registration fee of $400 is 
required.  Property owners who do not meet the Bylaw’s requirements face a fine of $100  per 
day. 
 
Mr. Dunn stated he was delighted to receive an e-mail over the weekend from a resident of 
Bow Street stating how wonderful she thinks William Copithorne, Assistant Town Engineer is. 
She said he was very helpful during the recent reconstruction of Bow Street, and she is going to 
miss his daily visits to all the residents under very difficult times.  
 
Mrs. Mahon moved to adjourn at 8:25 p.m.           SO VOTED (5-0) 
 
A true and record attest: 
 
 
Marie A. Krepelka 
Board Administrator 
 
 
Next meeting of the BoS is February 5, 2018 
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1-22-18 

Agenda 
Item 

Documents Used 

1 Approval:  Request to Place Informational Material in Real Estate Tax Bill 
Dean Carmen, Treasurer and Collector of Taxes 

2 Minutes of Meeting – January 8, 2018 

3 REAPPOINTMENTS (terms to expire 1/31/2021) 
Board of Health 
Marie Walsh Condon, M.D. 
Commission on Arts and Culture 
Stephanie Marlin-Curiel 
Jonathan Hyde 
Conservation Commission 
David White 
Council on Aging 
Marjorie Vanderhill 
Veteran's Counci 
Steven Sawtelle 

 

4 Approval”  “Cause + Event Arlington 2018” 5K Race, May 13, 2018 

5 Request:  Special (One Day) Beer & Wine License, 1/27/18 @ Robbins memorial Town Hall for 
Thompson School PTO ‘Winter Party’ – Gaggi DeStefanis 

6 Request:  Special (One Day) Beer & Wine License, 2/3/18 @ Robbins Memorial Town Hall for 
Arlington Center for the Arts’ Blue Jean Ball – Lisa Pedulla, ACA 

7 Appointment:  Human Rights Commission – Betsy Carlton-Gysan (term to expire 6/30/2019 

8 Tree Inventory Report - John Ellis, Tree Committee 

9 Approval:  2018 Annual Town Election Ballot Questions - Treasure/Collector Conversion 
Douglas W. Heim, Town Counsel 

10 Approval:  Request to Join Metro Mayors' Coalition 

11 Approval:  Interim Plan for Comptroller 
Adam W. Chapdelaine, Town Manager 

12 Town Manager Performance Evaluation - Process - Adam W. Chapdelaine, Town Manager 
 

  Final Votes & Comments  
 Article 3:  Bylaw Amendment/Residential Construction, Open Excavation, and Demolition       
Activity Regulations:  Noise Abatement 
Article 4:   Bylaw Amendment/Parking Benefits District Expenditures 
 



Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Reappointment: Arlington Cultural Council

Summary:
Jeffrey Timperi (term to expire 1/31/2021)

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material Timperi_Reappointment.pdf Reappointment Request from Arlington

Cultural Council; Meeting Notice







Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Request: Special (One Day) Beer & Wine License, 3/3/2018 @ Robbins Memorial Town Hall for Hardy
School 'Silent Auction' Fundraiser

Summary:
Patsy O'Brien, Hardy School PTO

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material Hardy_School_PTO_Special_Application.pdf Special Beer and Wine Application



















Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Request: Special (One Day) All Alcohol License, 3/10/2018 @ Robbins Memorial Town Hall for 'Beats
for Eats' Fundraiser

Summary:
Lauren Ledger, Arlington Eats

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description
Reference
Material Special_Alcohol_Permit_Arlington_Eats.pdf Special Beer and Wine Application





















Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Articles for Review:

Summary:
Article  Bylaw Amendment/Financial Information
 
Article  Home Rule Legislation/Bylaw Amendment/Change Board of Selectmen to Select Board

ATTACHMENTS:
Type File Name Description

Reference
Material Draft_Votes_and_Comments_Re_Financial_Info_and_Select_Board_(00020168)_(1).docx

Draft Final
Votes &
Comments



 

 

 
 

Town of Arlington 

Legal Department 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Board of Selectmen 

 

FROM: Douglas W. Heim 

 

DATE:  February 8, 2018 

 

RE:  Votes and Comments for Articles on Financial Information and Select Board 

 

 

 I write to provide the Board the following as draft Votes and Comments for your 

consideration at Monday’s Board of Selectmen meeting regarding the previously heard, above-

referenced warrant articles.  I note that where existing bylaw provisions are amended by a vote, 

underlined text signifies new or additional wording, while strikethrough text signifies words and 

clauses to be eliminated. 

 

 

ARTICLE              BYLAW AMENDMENT/FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

 

VOTED: That the Town Bylaws be and hereby are amended by (a) deleting the text of 

Article 17, (“Financial Information”) of Title I; and (b) replacing it with the 

Word “DELETED.” 

 

(5 – 0) 

 

 

COMMENT:  The Board of Selectmen unanimously endorses this efficient amendment 

proposed by Town Treasurer, Mr. Dean Carman.  As Mr. Carman explained, the Financial 

Douglas W. Heim 50 Pleasant Street 

Town Counsel Arlington, MA 02476 

 Phone: 781.316.3150 

 Fax: 781.316.3159 

 E-mail: dheim@town.arlington.ma.us 

 Website:  www.arlingtonma.gov 



 

 

Information required by Title I, Article 17 is now readily available from multiple, and easily 

accessible sources such as annual Town reports posted online.  In fact, more detailed 

representations of such information are readily available and shared routinely.  As such, the 

several thousand dollars spent each year on inserting “pie chart” information about the Town’s 

finances into each tax bill, as well as time constraints placed on both the Treasurer’s Office and 

the Assessors’ Office to finalize information in order to place it in tax bills no longer worth the 

investment.  Title I, Article 17 was a valuable directive, but its purpose is now easily met by 

more cost-effective means.  

 

 

ARTICLE HOME RULE LEGISLATION/BYLAW AMENDMENT/CHANGE   

  THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN TO SELECT BOARD 

 

VOTE:  That the Town hereby amends the Town’s General Bylaws as follows:  

 

First, that the entirety of the Town Bylaws be and hereby are amended to substitute the 

term “Select Board” for: (a) for “Board of Selectmen” (and any abbreviated variant 

thereof), and (b) for “Selectmen” in contexts in which that term refers to the Select Board 

as a whole, acting as a board;  

 

Second, that the entirety of the Town Bylaws be and hereby are amended  Substitute (a) 

“Select Board member” for “Selectman”, and (b) “Select Board members” for “Selectmen” 

in contexts in which that term refers to one or more (or all) Selectmen individually but not 

to the entire Select Board acting as a Board. 

  

Third, that Title I, Article 2, Section 1, be and hereby is amended to add a clause noting 

that that the Select Board is the body historically termed the “Board of Selectmen” and 

holds all of the powers and duties associated therewith, so as to read as follows: 

 

Section 1. Duty The Selectmen Select Board shall have the general direction and 

management of the property and affairs of the Town in all matters not otherwise 

provided for, so far as permitted by law.   

 

The Select Board is the entity historically known as the “Board of Selectmen,” and 

possesses all the duties, authorities, and legal rights and responsibilities of the Town 

of Arlington’s “Board of Selectmen.” 

 

Fourth, that Title I, Article 2, be amended to provide for new section 6, to provide that an 

individual member of the Select Board may be referred to by office in the following 

manners: 

 

Section 6.  Office Title 

Members of the Select Board may be addressed as “Select Board Member,” or 

“Board Member,” “Selectwoman,” or “Selectman.”  

 



 

 

IT IS FURTHER VOTED: That the Town does hereby request and authorize the Board of 

Selectmen to file Home Rule Legislation to provide substantially as follows: 

 

“AN ACT AMENDING THE TOWN MANAGER ACT OF ARLINGTON TO RENAME 

THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN, ‘THE SELECT BOARD.’” 

 

 

Section 1. Chapter 503 of the Acts of 1952 (The Town Manager Act of Arlington) as 

subsequently amended, is hereby amended in all sections and subparts to substitute the 

term “Select Board” for: (a) for “Board of Selectmen” (and any abbreviated variant 

thereof), and (b) for “Selectmen” in contexts in which that term refers to the Select Board 

as a whole, acting as a board;  and further amended in its the entirety to substitute (a) 

“Select Board member” for “Selectman”, and (b) “Select Board members” for “Selectmen” 

in contexts in which that term refers to one or more (or all) Selectmen individually but not 

to the entire Select Board acting as a Board. 

 

 

Section 2.  Said chapter 503 is further amended by appending the following clause to 

paragraph to the end of Section :  

 

‘The Select Board and its members are the entity and elected offices historically known as 

the “Board of Selectmen,” and “Selectman” respectively, possessing all the duties, 

authorities, and legal rights and responsibilities of the latter.’ 

 

Section 3.  This Act shall take effect upon its passage.” 

 

 

COMMENT:  This article seeks to bring the only gender-specific-titled public body of the 

Town into form with its fellow offices in Arlington, and indeed its fellow Boards throughout the 

Commonwealth.  Over 30 Massachusetts Towns have made this change in recent years alone, 

reflecting the growing recognition that a gendered title for one of the chief elected offices in 

municipal government is archaic, and potentially discouraging to some who might seek to hold 

such an office. Members of the Board are also mindful of the perspective of Arlington’s youth, 

many of whom noted their support for this article with passion.   

 

Finally, the Board respects the Town’s long history, including those who held this office before 

us.  However, acknowledgment of the perspective and positions of the past is not mutually 

exclusive with recognizing the rightness of change.  Historically, this Board was once known as 

the “Board of Selectmen and Overseers of the Poor;” collected a poll tax; restricting voting to 

men only – all of which were rightly amended or ceased by our forbearers.   Thus, part of our 

history has also been knowing when to correct our collective course.  As a culture, we are 

increasingly aware of unconscious biases and the often unintentional detrimental impact words 

can have on the way we see ourselves and others.  We believe that history will look back upon 

this change as one of those modest, but meaningful moments that improved our community, and 

as such unanimously urge Town Meeting’s favorable action. 



Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

NEW BUSINESS



Town of Arlington, Massachusetts

Next Scheduled Meeting of BoS February 26, 2018.

Summary:
During Special Town Meeting starting February 12, 2018 the Board of Selectmen will be in session
from 8:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m.
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